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In  1910,  when  Denmark's  territorial  interests  on  the  Greenlandic  west 
coast  extended  only  to  75°  North  at  Upernavik,  the  Greenland 
explorer,  Knud  Rasmussen  (1879-1933)  asked  the  government  of  Denmark 
to  establish  a  trading  station  at  Kap  York.  With  the  founding  of  the 
post,  the  northern  part  of  Greenland  could  also  become  Danish 
territory.  The  Danish  government  was  not  interested. 

He  then  asked  Mr.  M.  Ib  Nyeboe,  an  engineer  and  manager  of  Grf6nlandsk 
Minedrifts  Aktieselskab  (Greenlandic  Mining  Limited).  Mr.  Nyeboe  had 
very  good  connections  with  the  Landmandsbanken  (The  Farmer's  Bank), 
then  the  largest  bank  in  Denmark.  Unfortunately,  the  bank  manager, 
Mr.  Emil  Gluckstadt  was  also  not  interested  in  the  project. 

Despite  these  two  financial  setbacks,  the  trading  station  was  founded 
on  August  19th,  1910.  It  was  partly  funded  with  money  from  Knud 
Rasmussen's  wife,  and  also  from  a  Dane,  Adam  Biering,  living  in  Baku. 

The  trading  station  at  Kap  York  got  its  name  THULE,  which  means  in 
Greek  the  country  in  the  far  north.  The  station  was  trading  with 
about  300  Inuit  (Eskimos).  The  main  trade  items  were  furs.  Station 
Thule  was  run  by  a  committee  comprised  of  M.  Ib  Nyeboe,  merchant  Chr . 
Erichsen  and  teach  Chr.  Rasmussen  (Knud  Rasmussen's  father).  Knud 
Rasmussen  and  Peter  Freuchen  (1886-1957)  handled  affairs  at  Thule. 


In  the 

memoirs:  "Next 

natives  might 
ourselves,  we 
twenty  kroner 

Perhaps  there  is  the  germ^of 
pressed  governments  today."  He 
holed 


beginning,  all  trade  was  barter.  Peter  Freuchen  wrote  in  his 
year  we  introduced  money  to  the  tribe  so  that  the 
compute  the  values  themselves.  As  we  had  little  money 
manufactured  the  coins.  It  cost  me  only  a  hundred  and 
to  manufacture  thirty  thousand  kroner  out  of  aluminum, 
is  the  germ.,  of  an  idea  in  that  for  a  number  of  hard- 

goes  on  to  further  state  "They  were 
so  that  they  could  be  tied  on  a  string." 


(continued  on  page  3) 
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EDITORIAL 

A  new  year  begins,  and  we  are  pleased  that 
you  have  decided  to  continue  to  support 
our  newsletter.  Some  of  you  will  be  receiv¬ 
ing  this  for  the  last  time  unless  we  re¬ 
ceive  a  subscription  payment  from  you.  At 
only  $10  per  year,  we  feel  that  we  provide 
a  good  value  for  the  money.  If  the  first 
line  on  your  address  label  ends  with 
#10/92",  this  will  be  your  last  issue.  If 
you  feel  there  is  an  error,  please  let  us 
hear  from  you.  To  re-subscribe,  please  use 
the  order  blank  on  the  last  page. 

As  usual,  the  January  issue  is  a  bit  late 
because  of  more  pressing  duties  in  late 
December  and  early  January.  We  should  be 
back  on  schedule  in  February.  One  of  our 
months  off  will  be  April.  I  will  be  going 
"outside"  with  my  family  from  March  8  to 
March  18,  and  then  our  spring  auction  is 
tentatively  planned  for  March  28th. 

We  are  pleased  to  have  an  excellent  arti¬ 
cle  by  Jurgen  Spmod  about  the  tokens  of 
Thule-Kap  York,  Greenland.  While  many  of 
you  are  interested  only  in  Alaskan  tokens, 
we  think  you  will  find  this  interesting 
with  many  parallels  with  Alaskan  tokens! 

There  is  a  new  variety  of  our  Alaska  High¬ 
way  medal.  See  page  6  for  details.  An 
order  blank  is  attached  to  the  last  page. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 
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HAPPY  VALLEY-GOOSE  BAY  TRADE  $5 


Labrador  issued  a  $5  trade  coin  in  1991  to 
mark  the  50  year  history  of  Goose  Bay.  This 
is  the  highest  face  value  ever  issued  for 
municipal  Canadian  trade  dollars.  The  1984- 
1986  $3.00  trade  dollars  issued  by  Port 
Hardy,  B.C.  are  next  highest  denominations. 
The  1969  and  1970  Calgary  Stampede  Casino 
tokens  of  the  $5  denomination  listed  in  the 
trade  dollar  catalogues  cannot  be  consi¬ 
dered  as  true  municipal  trade  dollars. 
Happily,  Happy  Valley-Goose  Bay  is  planning 
a  $2  trade  dollar  for  1992. 

The  obverse,  designed  by  the  local  Reunion 
Committee,  depicts  the  50th  year  logo  for 
the  1991  Reunion  featuring  a  Canada  goose 
landing  and  below,  "REUNION  /  '91  /  50 
YEARS  /  On  the  Goose". 

The  reverse  was  designed  by  local  Rotary 
Club  member  Tony  Costello.  It  features  a 
map  of  Labrador  and  to  the  right ,  the  Inter¬ 
national  Rotary  Club  symbol .  Below  the  map 
is  the  legend  "HAPPY  VALLEY-GOOSE  BAY-LABRA¬ 
DOR". 

The  Rotary  Club  is  planning  a  yearly  issue 
of  trade  dollars  with  the  map  side  remain¬ 
ing  the  same  and  the  Reunion  logo  side 
changing  each  year. 

The  Sherritt  Mint  of  Fort  Saskatchewan, 
Alberta,  Canada  struck  5,000  specimens  on 
33mm  nickel-bonded-steel  blanks.  Of  these, 
150  specimens  were  gold  plated,  and  50  were 
silver  plated.  Specimens  are  available 
postpaid  as  follows!  NBS  ($4),  gold  plated 
($10)  and  silver  plated  ($10)  from  Jim 
Quinn,  P.0.  Box  291,  Newcastle,  N.B., 
Canada  E1V  3M4 . 

There  are  about  3,000  residents  in  the  town 
of  Happy  Valley  and  about  3,000  at  the 
Canadian  Air  Force  base  in  Goose  Bay,  which 
is  very  close  to  Happy  Valley. 
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-Jerry  Remick 


THULE-KAP  YORK,  cont . 


In  making  the  story  more  entertaining,  Peter  Freuchen  was  not  quite  correct  concerning 
the  coins.  Here  is  the  real  story! 

Translated  from  German,  and  probably  written  on  stationery  from  the  engineering  firm 
Nyeboe  and  Nissen: 

Mr.  L.  Chr.  Lauer 

Nurnberg  27th  May  1913 

We  ask  you  as  soon  as  possible  to  send  us  a  quote  on  coins  similar  to  the  ones 
you  delivered  to  Gr^nlandsk  Minedrifts  Aktieselskab  in  1911. 

This  time  it  is  four  different  coins,  which  shall  be  as  shown  on  the  sketch, 
but  they  shall  have  a  center  hole  like  the  Belgian  nickel  coins.  The  values 
shall  be  5,  25,  100  and  500  0re  and  we  want  the  largest  to  be  as  big  as  a  2  or 
3  Mark  coin,  and  the  smallest  as  a  5  Pfennig  coin.  Furthermore  it  would  be 
best  if  the  two  smallest  coins  could  be  another  color  than  the  nickel  color, 
but  the  color  must  not  be  golden,  so  these  coins  could  not  be  mistaken  for 
gold  coins. 

It  is  very  important,  that  the  coins  shall  be  manufactured  soon  and  we  ask  you 
to  tell  us  the  shortest  time  of  delivery  and  the  price.  We  need  about  5,000  of 
the  5  0re,  5,000  of  the  25  0re,  and  2,000  of  the  500  0re . 

Sincerely , 

M.  Ib  Nyeboe 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  quantity  required  of  the  100  0re  is  not  mentioned  in  the 
letter.  Below  is  the  reply  from  Lauer  of  Nurnberg. 

L.Chr.  Lauer  G.m.b.H.,  Nurnberg 
Nurnberg,  29th  May  1913 


Messers  Nyeboe  &  Nissen 
Raadhuspladsen  37 
K0benhavn  K 


With  our  best  thanks  for  your  kindly  inquiry,  I  give  you  the  following  prices 
for  tokens  in  the  mentioned  sizes  for  production  in  aluminum,  brass  and 
nickelzinc.  I  enclose  samples  for  all  three  materials. 

On  the  price  you  get  10%  discount  and  I  shall  politely  mention  for  you  that 
for  the  denominations  you  order  5,000,  the  engraving  cost  will  be  reduced  by 
half.  I  placed  these  amounts  in  the  quotes. 

For  delivery,  I  need  3-4  weeks. 

I  will  be  happy  in  looking  forward  to  be  honored  with  your  commendable  order 
and  sign  me 

Yours  respectfully, 
ppa .  L.  Chr.  Lauer 
GmbH 
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THULE-KAP  YORK „  cont . 


The  quote  gives  the  same  price  for  three  materials  -  aluminum,  brass  and  nickelzinc 
(which  is  nickel  plated  zinc).  Nyeboe  considers  the  offer.  Should  he  order  only  1,000  of 
the  500  0re?  He  decided  to  order  2,000  pieces  and  all  coins  shall  be  struck  in  aluminum. 


Telegram  translated  from  German: 


9/6  1913 


Lauer  Weidenmuhle  Nurnberg 

Getting  a  satisfactory  striking,  the  holes  must  be  5  millimeters. 

Mibnyboe 

The  coins  were  sent  from  Nurnberg  in  four  parcels.  On  June  12th  they  were  en  route 
between  Hof  and  Leipzig.  On  June  13th  they  were  in  Berlin  and  on  the  14th  of  June  they 
were  at  customs  in  Copenhagen  and  delivered  to  M  lb  Nyeboe  for  reforwarding. 

The  invoice  of  June  12th  1913  is  as  follows: 


2,000 

pieces  500 

<a 

61 . -  /m 

122.00 

1  engraving 

18.00 

2,000 

pieces  100 

<a 

30.-  /m 

60.00 

1  engraving 

15.00 

5,000 

pieces  25 

<a 

17.40  /m 

87.20* 

1  engraving 

6.00 

5,000 

pieces  5 

11.90  /m 

59.50 

1  engraving 

5.00 

372.70 

less  10% 

37.27 

335.43 

Postage 

4.80 

Mark 

340.23 

*Note  the  miscalculation 

With  a  pencil  is  written  the  amount  of  Danish 

Kroner  at  the  exchange  rate  of  .9  Mark/Kroner  306.21 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1913,  L.  Chr.  Lauer  gives  a  receipt  for  receiving  payment.  There  was 
paid  Danish  Kroner  303.66  which  is  an  exchange  rate  of  .8925  Mark  per  Kroner. 

In  the  meantime,  the  coins  were  went  with  M/S  Kap  York  with  Captain  P.M.  Petersen,  who 
tried  to  navigate  to  Thule.  The  engine  broke  down  and  the  goods  were  landed  at 
Tassiussak.  The  coins,  which  show  the  year  of  the  founding  of  Thule  (1910),  not  the  year 
of  striking  (1913)  first  arrived  there  in  1914.  The  total  face  value  of  coins  struck  at 
that  time  was  13,500  Kroner. 

In  1932,  new  coins  were  ordered  in  the  denominations  of  5  and  10  Kroner.  These  were 
struck  by  H.  Th.  Neergaard,  Graver  og  Stempelf abrik  (engraver  and  die  maker),  Pilestraede 
52a,  Copenhagen  K.  The  late  numismatist  Johan  Chr.  Holm  advised  in  1944  that  500 
specimens  of  each  denomination  were  struck.  That  gives  a  total  face  value  of  7,500 
Kroner . 

On  August  1,  1932,  the  new  coins  arrived  at  Thule.  A  total  face  value  of  7,000  Kroner 
were  sent  from  Denmark.  It  seems  that  not  all  of  the  coins  were  sent  to  Thule.  If  an 
approximately  equal  number  of  each  were  sent  to  Thule,  then  467  of  the  10  Kroner  and  466 
of  the  5  Kroner  were  sent. 
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THULE — KAP  YORK,  cont . 


In  1937,  the  Kap  York  Thule  trading 
station  came  under  the  control  of  the 
government  of  Denmark  and  the  coins  were 
called  in.  Prior  to  1937,  politically 
and  constitutionally,  the  area  of  Thule 
was  a  "no  man's  land".  Knud  Rasmussen 
was  the  highest  authority.  Therefore,  it 
is  correct  to  call  these  issues  coins  and 
not  tokens . 

In  the  years  following,  the  Kap  York 
Station's  interests  were  taken  up  by 
lawyer  Rudolf  Sand,  R^mersgade  3, 
Copenhagen  K.  Unlike  Peter  Freuchen,  who 
more  than  doubled  the  amount  of  tokens 
struck,  Mr.  Sand  halved  the  amount.  He 
told  Mr.  Holm  in  1944  that  the  mintage 
for  the  1913  striking  was  only  7,000 
Kroner . 

The  balance  of  the  mintage,  along  with 
some  mis-strikings ,  and  stamps  were  saved 
at  Mr.  Sand's  office.  Until  the  late 
1960 's,  these  could  be  purchased  at  half 
of  face  value.  Stamp  collectors  could 
also  have  the  stamps  cancelled. 


Footnotes : 


Peter  Freuchen,  Arctic  Adventure l  My 
Life  in  the  Frozen  North  (New  York,  NY 
Farrar  &  Rinehart,  Inc.,  1935),  page 
289. 


Some  stamps  from  Thule. 


Knud  Rasmussen  on  the  face  of  the  Greenland  100  Kroner  bank  note. 
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AND  THEN  THERE  WERE  THREE 


We  received  our  first  shipment  of  Alaska 
Highway/Lend  Lease  commemorative  medals 
early  in  the  summer  of  1991.  While  we 
were  not  terribly  thrilled  with  the  die 
engraving,  they  were  very  popular.  We 
sold  these  right  up  to  just  before 
Christmas  when  we  ran  out. 

We  knew  that  we  would  have  to  order  more 
before  the  holidays.  About  August,  we 
asked  the  mint  to  modify  the  design  to 
make  the  smooth  area  look  more  like  a  road 
(above).  We  asked  the  mint  to  put  a  line 
down  the  middle.  What  we  received  as  a 
sample  looked  more  like  a  river  (below). 
Needless  to  say,  this  was  not  satisfac¬ 


tory.  We  advised  the  mint  that  the 
current  sample  had  to  be  modified  further. 

They  redesigned  the  medal  again,  and  sent 
an  artist's  rendition  in  October.  We  ap¬ 
proved  the  design,  ordered  the  medals  and 
anxiously  awaited  their  arrival. 

The  Christmas  shopping  season  came  upon 
us,  and  the  Alaska  Highway  medals  were 
selling  fast.  On  the  Friday  before  Christ¬ 
mas,  we  sold  out  of  the  first  type.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  we  were  only  out  of  stock  on  them 
for  two  hours ,  because  the  shipment  of  the 
third  type  arrived  later  that  day. 

The  type  two  is  a  modification  of  the 
first  die.  The  type  three  is  an  entirely 
new  die. 


Only 
are 
only 
up  a 

Only  one  of  the  second  type  was  sent  to  us, 
and  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  this  is 
the  only  one  struck. 

Currently,  the  mintage  on  the  third  type  is 
500,  but  during  1992,  with  all  the  special 
events  surrounding  the  Alaska  Highway,  that 
number  is  sure  to  increase. 

The  set  of  three  medals  is  currently  not 
for  sale,  but  will  be  at  a  later  date. 


TAYLOR  THE  FAT  BARKER 


Interesting  way  of  identifying  oneself. 
This  advertising  mirror  from  Nome  has  a 
blue  rim,  cream  center  with  blue  printing. 
The  mirror  is  bevelled.  Believed  to  be  cir¬ 
ca  1901-1905  (submitted  by  Alan  Weinberg) . 


ANTARCTIC  COINAGE?? 

Coin  World,  November  31,  1991  reported  that 
French  Southern  and  Antarctic  Territories 
will  issue  three  100  Franc  commemorative 
coins  in  silver  to  mark  the  150th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  discovery  of  Adelie  Land  on  the 
continent  of  Antarctica  by  Dumont 
D'Urville.  Will  these  be  French,  or  actu¬ 
ally  bear  "Terres  Australes  et  Antarctiques 
Francaises"  as  the  issuing  authority? 


450  of  the  first  type  were  struck,  and 
totally  sold  out.  We  managed  to  save 
one  from  stock  so  that  we  could  make 
three  coin  set. 


MAN  YOU  SEE 
ON  THE  OTHER  SIDE 
NEEDS  A  SHAVE  OR  BATH 
SEND  HIM  TO 


STEADMAN  AVE.  &  FRONT 
STREET, 


NOME,  ALASKA 
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PAPER  ROT  ROTJRR  I 


KLONDIKE  AUCTION  BUCKS 

KLONDIKE  DOLLARS 


ARE  ONLY  GOOD 
ON  AUCTION  NIGHTS 
FOR  GOODS 
AND  SERVICES 


WESTMARK  KLONDIKE  INN 
2288  2ND  AVE. 
WHITEHORSE,  YUKON 
Y1A1C8 


■HM'irw 1  ■niiii  ihii  ■— b— acca— gacg’.MaBwrmgrs3<M3KMg!ai3g3 


WHITEHORSE:  Klondike  Auction  Bucks,  Westmark  Klondike  Inn.  Issued  in 
1,000,  10,000,  50,000  and  100,000  denominations.  To  be  used  for  goods 
and  services  only  on  auction  nights.  All  Red  on  yellow  card  stock, 
155mm  by  76mm  (submitted  by  Brian  Denman). 


CREDIT  UNION  DAY  AT  THE  FAIR 

Wednesday,  August  14,  1991 


GOOD  FOR  $  1 .00  OFF  THE  DAILY  ADULT  ADMISSION  PRICE 


Valid  only  on  Wednesday,  August  14,  1991 


Watch  for  a  Special 
Credit  Union 
Emphasis  at  the  Fair. 


(FAIRBANKS):  Credit  Union  Day  at  the  Fair  (Tanana  Valley  State  Fair), 

August  14,  1991.  $1  off  adult  admission  price.  Black  on  light  green. 
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PROMINENT  FAIRBANKS  MERCHANTS 

OF  1909 


(From  Alaska  Yukon  Magazine,  January,  1909) 


FRANK  B .  HALL 

Frank  B.  Hall  conducts  the  leading  book  and  sta¬ 
tionery  store  of  Fairbanks.  He  went  to  Skagway  in 
1901  from  Seattle  and  in  the  following  year  went  to 
Dawson.  In  1905  he  established  his  present  business 
in  Fairbanks. 

Mr.  Hall  has  been  clerk  of 
the  school  board  during  the 
past  three  years,  and  is  one 
of  the  enterprising,  highly 
respected  young  men  of  the 
community . 


WILLIAM  MCGHEE 

"Bill”  McPhee,  as  he  is  familiarly  and  popularly 
known  from  Seattle  to  the  Arctic  Ocean,  is  an  Alas¬ 
kan  pioneer  of  1886.  He  went  to  Juneau  in  that  year 
an  in  1888  wentto  Fortymile  Creek.  He  logged  on  the 
Klondike  long  before  there  was  any  Dawson  and  was  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  present  city  of  Dawson  when  the 
great  strike  was  made  in  the  Klondike.  It  is  folly 
to  attempt  a  sketch  of  his  many  interesting  and 
strange  experiences  in  the  limited  space  available 
in  this  number  of  the  magazine.  He  went  to  nome  in 
the  early  days  of  the  Sew¬ 
ard  Peninsula  gold  excite¬ 
ment,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  first  council  in  Nome. 

He  is  a  prominent  business 
man  of  Fairbanks,  where  he 
has  been  located  during 
the  past  four  years. 


J . L .  SALE 

J.L.  Sale  may  well  be  called  the  leading  jeweler  of  the  North.  On  his 

(continued  on  page  10) 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 


WATSON  LAKE  DISCOVERY  DAYS 


OOPS.  That's  a  big  oops.  In  last 
month's  editorial,  we  advised  that  if  the 
first  line  on  your  address  label  ended 
with  #10/92,  your  subscription  had 
expired.  This  was  an  error  on  our  part.  It 
should  have  stated  #10/91.  Those  with 
labels  ending  in  #10/91  were  also 
highlighted,  so  hopefully,  those  that 
wished  to  stay  with  us  figured  it  out,  and 
did! 

Our  thanks  to  those  willing  to  pay  twice 
for  a  subscription.  That  either  says  they 
weren't  paying  attention,  or  we  are  worth 
double  what  we  are  charging. 

In  any  case,  we  are  sending  this  to  those 
with  labels  ending  with  #10/91  to  give 
them  a  last  chance  to  resubscribe.  We 
always  hate  to  lose  a  subscriber,  but 
would  not  want  to  lose  you  because  you 
didn't  know  your  subscription  had  expired. 

This  month  we  bring  you  selected  items 
from  the  Alaska  Yukon  Magazine  of  1909. 
Two  of  the  men  mentioned  issued  tokens, 
while  the  third  had  gold  scale  weights.  We 
hope  that  you  find  these  interesting. 

Next  month,  we  will  bring  you  an  article 
on  Dominic  Vernetti  of  Koyukuk. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S^mod 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector's  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5 
months . 

Classified  ads:  50  ^/line  (42  characters) 
Commercial  Advertisers,  write  for  rates. 


Watson  Lake,  Yukon  has  issued  "Funny  Money" 
for  their  Discovery  Days.  Unfortunately, 
the  date  of  issue  is  not  reported.  The 
notes  are  yellow  with  black  printing 
(submitted  by  Brian  Denman). 
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1909  MERCHANTS „  cont . 

<;  $  1 5 

jfi?^  ]  k  sot) 

ft-  -rtnaiaWc;  tfctijt'  

^  SxU  r  t&r  %  _  > 

arrival  at  Dawson  eleven  years  ago  nugget 
and  native  jewelry  was  a  thing  unknown, 
but  since  then  there  is  hardly  a  place  in 
the  civilized  world  where  some  specimen 
of  his  work  has  not  penetrated.  Among  his 
many  noted  pieces  of  this  class  of  his 
work  probably  the  following:  The  Bryan 
souvenir  presented  to  William  Jennings 
Bryan  by  the  Americans  in  the  Klondike, 
the  large  nugget  rosary  exhibited  at  the 
Paris  exhibition  and  presented  to  the 
Pope  by  the  Catholics  of  the  Yukon,  the 
Governor  Ogilvie  souvenir,  and  the  gold¬ 
miner's  bucket  presented  to  Lady  Minto, 
wife  of  the  Governor-General  of  Canada. 

Nugget  belts,  umbrella  handles,  cigar 
cases,  rings,  brooches,  chains  and  charms 
are  made  from  the  native  gold  in  endless 
variety,  and  eight  manufacturing  jewelers 
are  constantly  employed  by  Mr.  Sale  in 
this  class  of  work,  and  no  one  thinks  of 
leaving  the  North  without  one  or  more 
pieces  of  this  valuable  and  artistic 
jewelry.  In  addition  to  the  three  stores 
now  owned  by  Mr.  Sale  he  contemplates 
opening  a  fourth  on  the  Coast,  where 
undoubtedly  this  class  of  jewelry  would 
sell  as  successfully  as  it  has  in  the 
North. 


An  interesting  piece  crossed  our  desk  re¬ 
cently.  Illustrated  above  is  a  replica 
tail  piece  from  Alaska  Airlines,  apparent¬ 
ly  from  a  set  made  by  Franklin  Mint.  Made 
in  sterling  silver,  it  is  about  38mm 
across  the  base  and  34mm  high.  First 
check  for  $35  can  buy  it! 


DAWSON  CHECK 


Don  Stewart  has  sent  in  a  few  checks, 
and  here  is  one  of  them.  An  interest¬ 
ing  piece  from  the  Canadian  Bank  of 
Commerce,  overprinted  "Down  Town 
Office."  Presumably  green  with  green 
wavy  lines. 
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NUMULH  2 


BOOKS  FOR  ALASKAN  TOKEN  COLLECTORS 


ALASKA’S  COINAGE  THROUGH  THE  YEARS,  by  Maurice  M.  Gould 
and  Kenneth  Bressett,  I960,  Whitman  Publishing  Co.  The 
first  book  on  Alaskan  tokens.  Much  information  not  avail¬ 
able  in  later  books,  but  considerably  fewer  tokens.  An 
excellent  overview  of  the  general  knowledge  at  the  time. 
Black  card  cover,  5  1/4"  by  7  3/4",  46  pages. 

$19.00 


ALASKA'S  COINAGE  THROUGH  THE  YEARS ,  Second  edition,  by 
Maurice  Gould,  Kenneth  Bressett  and  Kaye  and  Nancy 
Dethridge,  1965,  Whitman  Publishing  Co.  A  vast  improve¬ 
ment  over  the  first  edition,  due  in  the  most  part  to  the 
knowledge  of  Kaye  Dethridge.  Includes  the  gold  token 
series  and  some  post-statehood  material.  Green  hard  cover, 
5  1/8"  by  7  3/4",  176  pages. 

$22.00 


ALASKA  TOKENS ,  by  Ronald  J.  Benice,  1979,  Token  &  Medal 
Society.  Currently  the  preeminent  book  on  the  subject, 
currently  undergoing  revision  and  expansion  for  a  second 
edition.  If  you  do  not  have  this  book,  you  cannot  afford 
to  wait  for  the  second  edition  (due  1993?).  Red  hard 
cover,  6"  by  9  1/4",  indexed,  208  pages. 

$20.00 


YUKON  NUMISMATICA.  by  Leslie  Hill  and  Scott  A.  Simpson, 

1990.  Because  of  its  proximity,  this  book  is  worthy  of 
consideration  by  Alaskan  tokens  collectors.  Your  editor 
suggests  that  if  you  do  not  collect  Yukon  tokens,  don’t  by 
this  book  and  start,  because  there  will  be  less  material 
for  him!  An  excellent  reference  (but  don't  compete  with 
me  for  these  rare  tokens!).  Black  hard  cover,  5  1/2"  by  8 
3/4",  128  pages. 

$11.00 

ALASKA  FOOD  STAMP  TOKENS .  by  Ronald  J.  Benice,  TAMS 
Journal,  April,  1988.  A  collecting  specialty  unto  itself. 
Our  special  deal  for  you  -  $2.50,  or  only  $1  with  the 
purchase  of  any  other  book  from  this  listing. 


POLAR  BOOKS 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

and  price  guide 


ALASKA  TOKEN  COLLECTOR  &  POLAR  NUMISMATIST.  10  Year  Vol . , 
1979  to  1988.  Massive,  over  500  pages.  Still  only  $80, 
and  only  a  few  left. 

POLAR  BOOKS  BIBLIOGRAPHY  AND  PRICE  GUIDE,  by  J.  Parmer, 
1990.  If  you  collect  books,  or  use  them  for  research  pur¬ 
poses,  this  is  a  valuable  reference.  Only  105  pages,  but 
loaded  with  values  of  books  on  the  polar  regions,  includ¬ 
ing  Alaska. 

$40.00 


The  first  two  books  have  been  out  of  print  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
we  were  able  to  obtain  a  few  copies  of  each.  Now  would  be  good  time  to 
complete  your  library  of  Alaskan  token  books.  The  only  one  missing  is 
Rubles  to  Statehood  by  Fernald  and  McDowell,  a  very  hard  to  find  book. 


Please  include  $2  for  postage  and  insurance.  Books  will  be  sent  via 
book  rate  (2-3  weeks  transit  time)  unless  additional  postage  is 


tjCTOft 

a  r  r  r  •  d  n  79 


€r 


POLAR  NUMISMATIST 

A.R.C.I.  •  P.0.  Box  72832,  Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707  •  (907)  452-6461  •  Subscription  $10.00/year 
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KOYUKUK  TRADER 

by 

Edward  E.  Henry 

Originally  published  in  Alaska  Sportsman 

June,  1963 

Reprinted  with  permission  of  Alaska  Magazine 
808  E  St.,  Suite  200,  Anchorage,  Alaska 


There  are  very  few  of  the  old  time  traders  left  on  the  Yukon  River, 
and  Dominic  and  Ella  Vernetti  are  the  last  of  their  kind.  For  more 
than  thirty-five  years  they  have  operated  the  trading  post  at 
Koyukuk,  a  little  village  seven  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Koyukuk 
River.  It  is  the  only  store  on  the  Yukon  between  Galena  and  Nulato. 

Supplies  for  the  little  trading  post  must  come  by  freighter  from 
Seattle  to  Seward,  by  railroad  from  Seward  to  Nenana,  and  finally  by 
barge  down  the  Yukon  River.  They  are  delivered  only  twice  each  year, 
in  early  September  before  the  river  freezes,  and  again  after  the  thaw 
in  late  spring.  Between  times,  if  you  want  an  outboard  motor  or  a  can 
of  beans  or  a  sack  of  flour  or  a  flashlight  battery  of  a  pair  of 
shoes,  the  only  place  you  can  get  it  in  the  area  is  at  Vernettis. 

Of  course,  they  don't  carry  fresh  meat.  In  the  summer  it  won't  keep; 
and  in  the  winter,  each  family  takes  care  of  its  own  moose  or  bear 
meat  from  the  hunt  by  storing  it  in  the  family  cache  -  a  little  house 
built  above  the  ground  out  of  reach  of  animals  -  where  it  will  freeze 
and  keep  very  nicely. 

Your  chances  are  better  for  fresh  vegetables.  During  the  summer  if 
you  want  lettuce  or  tomatoes  or  other  green  vegetables,  the  Vernettis 
may  have  it,  for  Dominic  takes  great  pride  in  his  garden  and  his 
greenhouse  where  such  vegetables  thrive  under  the  Yukon  sun. 

Dominic  Vernetti  came  to  the  interior  of  Alaska  from  his  native  Italy 
fifty-nine  years  ago  to  work  for  his  uncle,  John  Vernetti,  who  owned 
mines  on  Vault  Creek.  He  followed  the  gold  stampedes  to  the  Innoko 
River,  to  Ruby,  and  to  the  Shushana,  but  without  much  luck.  Finally, 
in  1917,  Dominic  and  his  friend,  Ernie  McCleod,  struck  it  rich  on  the 
Hog  River,  a  tributary  of  the  Koyukuk  River,  and  with  his  profits, 
Dominic  started  a  trading  post  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dulbi  River.  Later 
he  was  to  wish  he'd  stuck  to  prospecting  a  little  longer.  A  rich  vein 
of  gold  was  found  right  under  the  spot  where  he  had  pitched  his  tent 
on  the  Hog  River,  and  an  even  larger  vein  apparently  had  run  right 
under  his  outhouse.  Dominic  still  kicks  himself  every  time  he  thinks 

(continued  on  page  14) 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL, 

This  month  our  thanks  go  to  Alaska  Maga¬ 
zine  for  granting  permission  to  reprint 
the  article  on  the  Vernettis,  originally 
published  in  1963  in  the  old  Alaska  Sports¬ 
man.  Our  thanks  also  go  to  David  Bennison 
for  bringing  this  article  to  our  atten¬ 
tion  . 

Bryan  E.  Cleary  has  submitted  several 
items  from  the  Anchorage  area  for  "For  the 
Record."  One  is  not  a  trade  item,  but  is 
very  important,  as  it  documents  the  end  of 
use  of  a  trade  token. 

David  will  receive  a  year  extension  to  his 
subscription.  Bryan  will  also  receive  an 
extension  to  his  subscription.  These  are 
easy  ways  to  get  ATC&PN.  And,  quite 
frankly,  we  would  rather  have  your  infor¬ 
mation  than  your  money.  Not  everyone  can 
contribute.  Those  that  cannot  contribute 
information  help  meet  the  financial  needs 
of  the  publication  by  subscribing. 

As  I  have  said  before,  this  publication  is 
not  about  making  money,  but  about  dispers¬ 
ing  information. 

The  Alaskana  portion  of  our  March  28 
auction  is  included  with  this  issue.  If 
you  would  like  a  complete  listing,  please 
let  us  know. 

Because  of  the  auction,  and  my  travel 
plans  (my  wife  is  attending  a  4H  Confer¬ 
ence  in  California),  there  will  not  be  an 
April  issue,  and  that  will  be  one  of  my 
two  months  off  for  the  year! 


KLONDIKE  GOLDRUSH 


This  Klondike  Goldrush  Centennial  coin  was 
designed  by  Anne  Doyle  of  Whitehorse,  Yukon 
Territory,  with  Mike  Robuck  of  Anchorage, 
Alaska.  It  honors  the  estimated  one  hundred 
thousand  persons  who  set  out  to  discover 
gold  on  the  Klondike  River. 

The  stampede  of  1896  had  its  share  of  hard¬ 
ships.  Miners  that  traveled  the  Dyea  Trail 
and  over  the  Chilkoot  Pass  had  to  survive 
temperatures  of  sixty  below  zero,  carry 
heavy  tools  and  provisions,  as  well  as  con¬ 
struct  suitable  living  quarters  when  they 
reached  the  mouth  of  the  Klondike  River. 

Unfortunately,  only  four  thousand  persons 
struck  gold,  and  of  those  few,  just  a 
couple  of  hundred  found  quantities  large 
enough  to  consider  themselves  rich.  The 
frontiers  of  Alaska  and  Canada  were  chal¬ 
lenged  by  men  and  women  who  dared  to  leave 
their  comfortable  surroundings  in  search  of 
their  dreams.  It  is  to  these  people  we  dedi¬ 
cate  this  coin. 

The  coin  was  minted  in  Alaska  by  the 
Anchorage  Mint,  and  is  available  from 
Wishes  Gifts,  Main  St.,  Whitehorse,  Y.T., 
Canada.  Write  first  if  interested. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S/mod 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector's  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5 
months . 

Classified  ads:  50  //line  (42  characters) 
Commercial  Advertisers,  write  for  rates. 


SHELDON  JACKSON  MUSEUM 


The  Sheldon  Jackson  Museum  in  Sitka  has 
released  the  third  medal  in  its  Alaska 
Native  Arts  Series,  the  Eskimo  Mask.  These 
are  available  from  ARCI  for  $27.50.  The 
Tlinget  and  Athabaskan  medals  are  still 
available  for  $29.95.  Please  include  $2 
per  order  for  postage  and  insurance. 
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KOYUKUK  TRADER,  cont. 


about  it. 

All  the  while,  however,  Dominic  had  his 
eyes  on  the  little  village  of  Koyukuk  and 
the  pleasant  valley  in  which  it  lay.  So 
in  1924,  he  sold  his  trading  post  on  the 
Dulbi  and  started  another  at  Koyukuk. 
There  he  met  Ella,  a  young  and  beautiful 
school  teacher,  and  they  were  married. 

Ella  was  born  in  Chena  and  raised  in 
Ruby,  where  she  graduated  from  elementary 
school.  Her  parents  sent  her  to  Seattle 
to  complete  her  education  and  she  helped 
support  herself  by  doing  housework  and 
babysitting  for  the  family  with  which  she 
lived.  By  coincidence,  she  graduated  high 
school  the  same  year  Dominic  opened  his 
store  at  Koyukuk. 

When  Ella  first  taught  at  Koyukuk,  the 
school  was  operated  by  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs.  Now  it  is  part  of  the 
State  of  Alaska's  school  system,  and  with 
the  addition  of  a  new  classroom  last 
year,  it  is  one  of  the  most  modern  and 
best  equipped  elementary  schools  in  the 
Interior.  There  are  forty-five  students 
in  the  school  and  its  present  teachers 
are  Mike  and  Susan  Lockwood,  who  recently 
graduated  from  Western  Washington  State 
College  and  are  thoroughly  enjoying  their 
first  experience  at  teaching  in  the  bush. 

Ella  maintains  a  keen  interest  in  the 
education  of  the  children  in  Interior 
Alaska.  The  Vernettis  have  three  children 
of  their  own.  Their  oldest,  a  son,  is 
associate  professor  of  chemistry  at 
Oregon  State  College;  one  married 
daughter  lives  in  New  Jersey;  and  the 
youngest  daughter,  Mary,  lives  with  her 
parents  in  Koyukuk  with  her  son,  Danny. 

Twenty-two  Athabaskan  Indian  families 
live  in  Koyukuk.  In  the  summer,  most  of 
the  families  go  to  their  fish  camps  up 
and  down  the  Yukon  and  Koyukuk  rivers. 
They  operate  fish  nets  and  fish  wheels  to 
supply  themselves  with  meat  for  the 
summer  months  and  food  for  their  many 
dogs  during  the  long  winter.  In  the  fall, 
they  return  to  their  log  cabins  in 
Koyukuk  and  the  men  to  out  hunting  moose, 
bear,  ducks,  geese,  spruce  hens,  willow 
grouse  and  ptarmigan. 


The  principal  winter  occupation  for  the 
men  of  the  village  is  trapping.  While  the 
wives  stay  home  and  care  for  the  children 
who  are  in  school,  the  men  go  out  with 
their  dog  teams  for  many  weeks  at  a  time 
along  their  trap  lines  which  stretch  one 
hundred  to  two  hundred  miles  from  the 
village.  They  bring  back  marten,  ermine, 
wolf,  lynx,  otter  and  beaver  to  the 
trading  post  at  Koyukuk.  Here  Dominic  and 
Ella  appraise  the  value  of  the  skins  and 
either  give  them  cash  or  credit  on  their 
grocery  bills  before  sending  the  skins 
down  to  the  fur  market  in  Seattle.  This 
is  risky  business  for  the  Vernettis,  be¬ 
cause  many  times  they  pay  more  for  furs 
than  they  will  bring  at  the  auction  in 
Seattle.  But  it  is  a  great  accommodation 
for  the  people  of  Koyukuk  because  they 
can  know  on  the  spot  how  much  they  are 
going  to  receive  for  their  furs.  It  is 
because  of  this  risk  of  the  market  that 
practically  all  other  traders  in  the 
interior  of  Alaska  have  discontinued  the 
practice . 

"Many  times,"  says  Ella,  "we  lose  money 
this  way.  But  the  people  like  it  better, 
and  we  are  willing  to  take  the  chance." 

The  people  show  their  appreciation  each 
spring  with  a  big  celebration  in  honor  of 
Dominic’s  birthday  April  4.  There  are  dog 
sled  races  and  a  two  mile  snowshoe  race, 
followed  by  three  big  potlatches. 
Families  from  other  villages  up  and  down 
the  Koyukuk  and  Yukon  rivers  take  part  in 
the  celebration,  too. 

Five  year  ago,  Dominic  took  Ella  to  his 
native  Italy  for  a  visit.  It  was  the 
first  time  he  had  been  there  since  his 
childhood,  and  it  was  nice  for  him  to 
greet  his  relatives  and  friends  and  to 
introduce  them  to  his  wife.  But  it  was 
also  nice  to  get  back  to  the  village  of 
Koyukuk . 

"It  was  so  busy  and  crowded  on  the  Out¬ 
side,"  says  Dominic,  "and  here  it  is  so 
peaceful  and  the  people  are  so  nice  and 
friendly . " 

One  of  the  highlights  of  their  lives  at 
Koyukuk  was  wen  the  former  President  of 
Switzerland  stopped  there  on  his  way  to 
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KOYUKUK  TRADER  „  cont. 

Kotzebue.  He  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of 
the  Vernettis  so  much  that  he  stayed 
several  days  instead  of  just  over  night. 
His  Excellency  especially  enjoyed  Dom¬ 
inic's  spaghetti  dinner  which  Dominic  him¬ 
self  prepares  with  the  joy  and  finesse  of 
the  finest  Italian  chef.  There  are  few 
places  in  the  western  world  where  one  can 
obtain  a  better  spaghetti  dinner  than 
that  prepared  by  Dominic.  Except  that  he 
uses  moose  meat  instead  of  beef,  it  has 
all  the  ingredients  that  Dominic  enjoyed 
in  his  native  Italy,  including  the  finest 
Italian  herbs. 

For  many  years,  it  had  been  Dominic's 
ambition  to  have  a  light  plant.  Late  last 
year  he  felt  his  dreams  had  come  true 
when  the  plant  arrived  on  the  barge  from 
Nenana .  While  the  plant  was  being  set  up, 
he  would  point  to  it  with  pride  and  think 
how  nice  it  would  be  during  the  long 
winter  to  have  electric  lights  for  Ella 
to  read  by,  as  Ella  has  a  nice  library 
and  enjoys  reading  very  much. 

But  just  a  few  days  after  the  light  plant 
had  been  installed,  the  cry  of  "Fire!" 
sounded  through  the  village.  It  was 
Dominic's  light  plant.  Susan  dismissed 
school  while  Mike  rushed  to  the  scene 
with  a  fire  extinguisher,  and  the  men  ran 
to  the  river  with  buckets.  But  the  river 
was  low  and  the  men  had  to  go  way  down 
the  banks  for  water.  They  formed  a  chain 
and  passed  the  buckets  up.  The  women  of 
the  village  started  to  remove  their 
precious  things  from  their  cabins  for 
fear  the  fire  would  spread.  Everyone 
pitched  in  and  helped.  Soon  the  flames 
subsided.  But  when  the  fire  was  out, 
Dominic's  light  plant  was  burned  beyond 
repair . 

Then,  for  the  first  and  only  time  in  many 
many  happy  years  in  the  little  village  of 
Koyukuk,  Dominic  wept. 


LOST  REVENUE 

"The  state  does  not  expect  the  contractor 
to  file  the  report  listing  the  number  of 
medallions  produced  and  sold,  nor  does 
the  state  expect  to  receive  royalties  due 
the  state  for  the  1991  medallions.  The 
1991  royalties  were  estimated  at  $6,000." 

-Fairbanks  Daily  News  Miner,  2/7/92 


WINDSOR  HOTEL  ,  CORDOVA 
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Above  is  the  cover  of  an  attractive  bro¬ 
chure  from  the  Windsor  Hotel  in  Cordova. 
"The  WINDSOR  HOTEL  was  build  in  1908  by 
Mike  Heney  during  the  early  days  of  the 
building  of  the  Copper  River  and  Northwest¬ 
ern  Railroad ... .major  reconstruction  took 
place  in  1926."  The  brochure  is  probably 
from  the  1950's. 
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ALASKA  RARE  COIN  INVESTMENTS 
P  .O  .  BOX  "72832  —  551  SECOND  AVE  . 

FAIRBANKS „  ALASKA  99707 
(907)  452-6461 


AUCTION:  TO  BE  HELD  AT  7:00,  MARCH  28  IN  FAIRBANKS.  These  are  just  the  Alaskan 
items.  If  you  want  a  complete  listing,  please  call  or  write.  Send  bids  to  the  address 
above.  Phone  bids  may  be  called  in  between  10AM  and  5PM  Alaska  time,  Monday  through 
Saturday. 
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Alaska  Tokens:  Nome.  "Alaska",  Good  for  One  Lead  Pencil  (B~2a) ;  New 
Lincoln  Bar,  50  Cents  in  Trade  (B-33a);  W.J.B.,  no  denomination  (B~40a). 
All  dug,  all  corroded  but  fully  legible.  All  three  were  "dug"  in  Nome. 

Alaska  Yukon  Pacific  Exposition,  1909.  Set  of  three  gold  tokens,  1,  1/2 
and  1/4  DWT,  AU/BU.  Always  popular  souvenirs.  Contrary  to  a  popular 
belief,  these  did  not  circulate  in  Alaska,  but  were  sold  at  world's 
fairs  and  exposition  like  the  AYPE.  While  not  truly  Alaskan,  these  are 
collected  by  many  and  make  an  interesting  addition  to  any  collection. 
Housed  in  a  Capital  Plastics  type  holder. 

Kenai  Peninsula  Borough  School  District,  Wrestling  Tournament  medal. 
Obverse  has  mountains,  oil  rig  and  fishing  boat,  with  map  with  Russian 
church  and  railroad  tracks.  Very  attractive.  Reverse  is  blank,  with  the 
engraving  "K.P.B.S.D.  /  SECOND  PLACE  /  WRESTLING  TOURNAMENT  /  1979". 
Suspended  from  red,  white  and  blue  neck  ribbon. 

Alaskan  Pipeline  1  oz.  Silver  Bar.  This  was  one  of  the  first  commemora- 
tives  made  for  the  pipeline.  Only  2,000  were  made  by  the  United  States 
Silver  Corporation  for  C&R  Silver.  Design  is  map,  tanker,  crane  with 
pipe.  First  we  have  seen  in  years. 

Oxford  Assaying  &  Refining.  Set  of  5  different  1  oz .  silver  bars.  1)  Ox¬ 
ford  on  shield,  2)  Alaska  map,  reverse  large  stars,  3)  Alaska  map,  re¬ 
verse  small  stars,  4)  Alaska  map,  Oxford  reverse,  5)  Alaska  Silver 
Anniversary.  Most  lightly  toned. 

Alaska  25th  Anniversary  of  Statehood,  1984.  This  was  the  first  of  many  to 
be  marketed  for  the  anniversary.  Cache  on  one  side,  map  on  the  other.  In 
original  flip  with  insert  #11387. 

Fox,  Alaska:  Fox  Lions  Club,  1975.  One  ounce  silver  medal  honoring  the 
first  barrel  of  oil  from  Prudhoe  Bay  to  Valdez,  hauled  by  dog  sled  by 
Joe  Redington.  Uncirculated  with  light  toning. 

Mt.  McKinley  National  Park:  Set  of  two  medals,  part  of  a  set  of  National 
Parks  medals.  Struck  in  silver  and  bronze  by  Medallic  Art  Co.  for  Roche 
Jaune,  Inc.  of  Kalispell,  MT.  Celebrates  the  Centennial  of  the  National 
Park  system  in  1972.  Obverse  features  a  view  of  Denali  (Mt.  McKinley), 
while  the  reverse  depicts  a  caribou.  Very  attractive,  the  silver  is  sel¬ 
dom  offered.  Two  pieces. 

Nenana  Valley:  1972,  Souvenir  Dollar  struck  in  silver.  Quite  scarce.  Also 
included  is  the  same  medal  struck  in  copper-nickel,  a  Mt .  McKinley  medal 
struck  in  copper-nickel  (not  the  same  as  the  preceding  lot)  and  "Gold 
Discovery"  medal  struck  in  copper.  All  were  minted  by  Wendalls  of 
Minneapolis,  MN  to  order  of  individuals  or  a  coin  club  in  the  Healy- 
Clear-Nenana  area.  The  "Gold  Discovery"  medal  is  especially  attractive 
with  a  gold  panner  on  the  obverse  and  gold  dredge  on  the  reverse.  4  pcs. 

Lot  of  Alaskan  Tokens,  Medals  and  Wooden  Nickels:  Gold  Discovery  Medal, 
1972,  copper;  Alaska  Visitors  Association,  1971,  $1  I/T,  brass;  Anchor¬ 
age  Public  Transit,  brass;  Anchorage,  1967  Moose  Gooser  Kiwanis  Steam 
Railroad,  copper-nickel;  Cordova,  One  Buck,  Ice  Worm  Festival  wood;  Fair¬ 
banks  Coin  Club,  1980  James  Wickersham  medal,  bronze;  Fairbanks,  Alaska 
Overland  bus  token;  Fairbanks  Trade  Dollar,  1959;  (Fairbanks)  Dictograph 
$5  i/T,  1978;  Think  Positive  for  Fairbanks  wood;  Juneau  Centennial,  1980, 
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300.00+ 
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35.00 
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35.00+ 


222  bronze;  Ketchikan,  Dolly's  House,  Come  Again  Free,  brass;  Kodiak,  King 
Crab  Capital,  1967  Purchase  Centennial,  brass;  Mt .  McKinley  National 
Park,  copper-nickel;  Nenana  Valley  Souvenir  Dollar,  1972,  copper-nickel. 

A  nice  assortment,  total  of  15  pieces.  45.00+ 

223  Lot  of  Alaskan  Medals  &  Tokens!  Alaska  Festival  of  Music,  1960,  set  of  two 

bronze,  with  and  without  loop;  Alaska  Purchase  Centennial,  bear  on  map 
design,  brass;  Trans-Alaska  Pipeline,  pipetruck  and  map,  oxidized  silver 
finish;  Anchor  Point,  Bob  &  Julies  Anchor  River  Inn,  75  Cents  in  drinks, 
brass;  Anchorage,  Fur  Rendezvous,  1977,  brass;  Fairbanks  Coin  Club,  1965, 

(1972),  1978,  1979,  1981  -  Convention,  Bob  Bartlett,  Leonhard  Seppala, 

Andrew  Nerland  and  Jeff  Studdert  respectively,  all  bronze;  (3)  Homer  U.S. 
Bicentennial,  1976,  brass.  Also  included,  non-Alaskan:  (2)  Continental 
Hereford  Cow  drink  tokens  (similar  to  Alaska  Airlines  Coconut  Grizzly); 

(2)  $2  tokens  of  W.H  Foster,  Walla  Walla,  WA;  (2)  Calgary  Stampede  Dol¬ 
lars,  1981;  American  Coin  Club  medal,  1969,  bronze;  Friends  of  Virginia 
Civil  War  Parks,  1984,  bronze;  Set  of  two  1967  Ontario  Confederation 
medals  containing  "gold,  platinum,  nickel,  zinc,  silver,  copper  and  iron" 
in  silver  and  gold  colors,  plus  an  extra  in  gold  color  (it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  we  recently  read  a  short  article  in  one  of  the  papers  that 
claims,  based  on  metal  analysis,  the  metal  statement  on  the  medals  is  not 
correct).  Finally,  also  included  are  14  tax,  transportation  and  parking 
tokens.  A  total  of  38  pieces.  70.00 

224  Alaska  License  Plates.  1962  Light  Truck  (LT  31-298)  and  1976  "Bear"  plates 

(ASV  981).  Both  sets  are  in  original  envelopes  and  are  new.  The  Bear 

plates  have  become  by  far  the  most  popular  of  all  current  issues.  2  sets.  35.00 

225  Hand  Painted  (?)  Handkerchief,  white  on  black.  Map  of  Fairbanks  Creek 

(Meehan).  We  cannot  estimate  the  age  of  this  piece.  It  came  to  us  with  a 

mass  of  paper  collectibles.  We  do  not  know  if  it  is  an  original,  or 

copied  from  another  map.  In  any  case,  it  is  really  neat!  Starting  at 

the  top,  with  McCarty  Mill  and  McCarty's  cabin,  it  proceeds  down  the 

creek  listing  the  claim  numbers,  cabins,  dredges,  mills,  the  school 

house,  businesses,  and  ending  at  Stepovich's  Cabin.  A  very  appealing 

item  worthy  of  framing.  You  can  bet  we  will  keep  a  photo  copy  of  this 

on  file  for  future  reference.  Must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  10.00-100.00+ 

226  Alaska  Book:  Report  of  the  Expedition  to  Point  Barrow  by  Lieut.  P.H.  Ray, 

1885.  Nearly  700  pages  covering  ethnological  studies,  natural  history, 
meteorology,  magnetism,  tides  and  other  scientific  areas.  Numerous 

plates,  some  in  color.  Very  popular  and  hard  to  find.  200.00+ 

227  Alaska  Book:  Gold  Hunting  in  Alaska  as  told  by  Joseph  Grinnell,  1901. 

Scarce  publication.  Fragile  paper.  Still  worth...  60.00 

228  Souvenir  of  North  Western  Alaska,  illustrated  by  O.D.  Goetze  (a  well 

known  Alaskan  photographer).  Paper  back,  page  after  page  of  photos, 
primarily  the  Nome  area,  with  a  few  others  thrown  in.  Excellent  con¬ 
dition  except  for  some  rodent  damage  on  the  upper  right  corner  that 
does  not  affect  any  of  the  photos.  Great  for  some  one  wanting  photos 
to  go  with  their  Nome  tokens!  100.00 

229  Alaska  Yukon  Pacific  Exposition.  Two  books  from  the  AYPE.  1)  "Glimpses 

of  the  AYPE  and  the  Great  North  West".  Photos  primarily  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  but  with  some  very  nice  shots  of  Alaska  and  Yukon.  Small 
size,  front  and  back  covers  are  separated.  2)  Alaska  Yukon  Pacific  Ex¬ 
position  album  of  tipped  in  "Albertype"  photos.  At  least  24  pictures  of 
the  Exposition  grounds.  Large  size,  a  little  beat  around  the  edges  but 
intact.  A  very  nice  lot  for  those  that  collect  AYPE. 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 
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7-ELEVEN 

8 

A 

Gasoline 
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4 

BONUS  CARD 

5 

Must  Redeem  by  August  31,  1990 

% 

ANCHORAGE:  7-Eleven  Gasoline  Bonus  Card. 


WITH  EACH  PURCHASE  OF  TEN  (10)  OR 
MORE  GALLONS  OF  GASOLINE,  YOU  WILL 
RECEIVE  A  CREDIT  (PUNCH)  ON  THIS  CARD. 
AFTER  TEN  (10)  PUNCHES,  YOU  WILL  GET, 
UPON;  REDEMPTION,  A  FREE  “7-ELEVEN 

FISHING  LURE” . □ 

OR,  A  FREE  FISH  HOOK  PROTECTOR  . . . 
While  supplies  last. 

(Please  check  preference) 

COMPLIMENTS  OF  7-ELEVEN 


Black  on  white,  92mm  by  57mm  (submitted  by 


Bryan  E.  Cleary) 


Elm  eh  do 
jndavlBn 


!  SUNDAY  BRUNCH 
CASH  SUBSTITUTE 

Good  For  One  Dollar  (No  Change) 
For  Sunday  Brunch  at 
Elmendorf  AFB  Officers’  Club 

Signature  _____ - 

Non-Transferable  CC # -  Date  — 

Valid  only  on  8  April  90 


ELMENDORF  AFB:  Officers'  Club,  Cash  Sub¬ 
stitute  card,  good  for  $1.  Three  differ- 
ELMENDORF  AFB:  The  Officers  Club,  Sunday  ent ,  all  101mm  by  51mm,  black  ink:  Purple 

Brunch  Punch  card  Black  in  on  blue,  89mm  paper  -  8  April  90;  Blue  paper  22  April 

by  51mm  (submitted  by  Bryan  E.  Cleary).  90;  Yellow  paper  -  29  April  90  (submitted 

by  Bryan  E.  Cleary). 


-  TO  THE  CLUB  MEMBERS  - 

As  a  reminder,  be  sure  to  redeem  any  tokens  (silver)  no 
later  than  31  May  88. 

Silver  tokens  will  not  be  able  to  be  redeemed  after  this 
date. 

Club  Manager 


$10.00  MEAL  TICKET  Y 

ECONOMY  CAFE  U 


541  First  Avenue  Fairbanks,  Alaska 


O 

»o 

«n 
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o 

o 
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25 

25 

25  25  25  ^ 

FAIRBANKS:  Economy  Cafe,  $10  Meal  Ticket. 
Black  on  Yellow  card,  98mm  by  58mm. 

WHITEHORSE,  Y.T.:  John  Miller’s  Starlite 
Lounge,  Wooden  Nickel.  Blue  Ink  (submit¬ 
ted  by  Don  Stewart). 


(ELMENDORF  AFB):  Notice  inserted  with 
monthly  calendar  sent  to  members.  Purple 
ink  on  white  paper,  127mm  x  50mm  (sub¬ 
mitted  by  Bryan  E.  Cleary). 
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ALASKAN  TOKCN  CO 


«PTOA 

A.R.C.I.  •  P.0.  Box  72 


€r 


POLAR  NUMISMATIST 

A.R.C.I.  •  P.O.  Box  72832,  Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707  •  (907)  452-6461  •  Subscription  $10.00/year 


One  are  that  we  over  look  in  Alaskan  Token  Collector  and  Polar 
Numismatist  are  legal  tender  items  from  around  the  world  with  a  polar 
theme.  This  year  seems  to  be  banner  year  for  legal  tender  coinage 
noting  the  polar  regions  or  polar  explorers. 


Just  across  the  border  in  Canada,  there  will  be  twelve  different  25 
cent  coins  issued,  one  for  each  province  and  territory  at  a  rate  of 
one  per  month.  Two  of  these  are  for  the  arctic  territories;  Yukon 
and  Northwest.  Perhaps,  with  the  proposed  splitting  of  the  Northwest 
Territories  to  settle  native  land  claims,  we  can  look  forward  to 
another  commemorative  coin  in  the  near  future!  A  third  quarter 
honoring  Newfoundland  also  comes  into  our  self-imposed  sphere  of 
coverage . 

The  Northwest  Territories  coin  (illustrated  above)  was  issued  the 
first  of  February.  It  was  designed  by  Beth  McEachen,  a  19  year  old 
art  student  from  Hanover,  Ontario.  The  design  features  an  Inuit 
Inukshuit.  These  are  piles  of  stones  used  by  the  Inuit  as  landmarks 
for  navigation,  markers  for  caches  and  possibly  markers  for  sacred 
places.  Inukshuits  date  from  at  least  1200  AD,  and  may  date  as  far 
back  as  2500  BC. 

The  Newfoundland  piece  was  issued  on  March  5th.  It 
features  a  fisherman  in  a  dory  characteristic  of 
those  used  on  the  coast. 

By  the  time  you  are  reading  this,  about  the  first 
of  May,  the  Yukon  25  cent  piece  will  just  be  released. 

The  design  for  the  Yukon  piece  will  be  announced  at  that  time  also. 

One  country  that  gets  ignored  in  ATC&PN  is  Finland.  The  southern 
part  of  Finland  just  barely  reaches  60  North.  Truly  a  polar  country. 
We  have  no  correspondent  in  Finland,  so  we  do  not  often  get  informa¬ 
tion  to  include  in  the  newsletter.  But  recently  the  Aland  Islands, 
an  autonomous  department  has  issued  its  own  stamps,  and  currency  and 
coinage  was  also  proposed.  Apparently,  the  currency  and  coinage  will 

(continued  on  page  22) 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 


BRIE  Sc  LUCAS 


Not  much  to  write  about  this  month.  With 
the  larger  than  usual  number  of  polar 
related  legal  tender  coinage,  we  thought 
we  would  bring  you  some  brief  information 
on  them. 

It  has  been  a  good  month  for  getting  items 
from  Whitehorse,  Yukon.  These  arrived 
from  several  different  sources,  and  will 
be  found  on  page  23. 

A  while  back  we  purchased  an  issue  of  the 
"Bi-monthly  Bulletin  of  the  Alaska  Bureau 
of  Publicity"  issued  April  15,  1920.  It 
contains  various  items  of  interest.  Our 
favorite  is  "Alaska  no  place  for  Bolshe- 
vikism".  This  item  was  so  neat,  we  de¬ 
cided  to  include  it  as  part  of  this 
month's  newsletter. 

I  will  be  travelling  out  of  state  in  mid- 
May,  so  there  may  not  be  a  June  issue  of 
ATC&PN,  and  that  may  have  to  be  my  second 
month  off!  Will  try  to  find  the  time  to 
get  one  out  by  June  first,  but  if  you  do 
not  receive  a  June  issue,  do  not  panic! 

Spring  has  finally  sprung,  but  still  lots 
of  snow  on  the  ground.  The  University  of 
Alaska  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 
will  be  late  planting  this  year! 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S^mod 


The  following  items  of  interest  are  found 
in  the  Douglas  Island  News  relating  to  Brie 
&  Lucas,  The  Canteen  and  their  businesses 
in  Haines. 

February  8,  1905:  A  new  lighting  plant  has 
been  installed  at  the  Canteen  that  rivals 
the  brilliance  of  the  noonday  sun. 

July,  29,  1906:  The  saloon  of  Lucas  &  Brie 
and  the  meat  market  of  the  Frye-Bruhn  Co., 
at  Haines,  were  entered  by  burglars  last 
week,  but  the  amount  of  their  peculations 
was  not  large. 

June  23,  1915:  The  Canteen,  Brie  Company, 
is  closing  out  its  stock  of  wines  and 
liquors  at  cost,  and  at  midnight  on  June 
30th  the  old  Canteen  will  be  a  thing  of  the 
past.  Mr.  Brie  has  employed  an  experienced 
pharmacist  and  is  busy  ordering  a  large 
stock  of  drugs  and  such  articles  as  are 
usually  carried  in  a  first  class  drug 
store . 


THE  CANTEEN 


1  M  1  ‘OKTEU  ANU  1XIMKSTK' 

WINKS.  LIQUORS  AND  HOARS 

Family  Trade  A  Kekciai/fv 

ltl\*IK»V  Ll'CAS,  I  *K<  >I*U  1  KTOHS. 


Business  card  of  Brie  &  Lucas  for  the 
Canteen  in  Douglas  and  the  Sample  Room  in 
Haines.  Dark  blue  printing  on  pale  yellow 
card  stock  (submitted  by  Candy  Waugaman) . 


Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector's  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5 
months . 

Classified  ads:  50  //line  (42  characters) 
Commercial  Advertisers,  write  for  rates. 
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POLAR  COINS,  cont. 

not  be  forth  coming.  Probably  as  part  of 
compromise,  Finland  has  issued  an  Aland 
commemorative  100  Markka  silver  coin, 
featuring  the  coat  of  arms  of  Aland  on 
the  obverse  and  a  four  masted  ship  on  the 
reverse.  The  coin  commemorates  the  70th 
anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of  Aland 
into  Finland. 


Finally,  the  last  of  the  polar  related 
coinage  comes  from  the  Cook  Islands,  in 
the  tropical  south  Pacific!  They  have 
issued  series  of  coins  honoring  great 
explorers,  struck  by  the  Franklin  Mint. 
All  coins  have  a  face  value  of  $50,  and 
are  struck  in  silver.  Of  the  16  coins 
announced,  five  honor  polar  explorers! 
Leif  Ericson,  Fridtjof  Nansen,  Robert 
Peary,  Roald  Amundsen  and  Richard  E. 
Byrd.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
coins  are  dated  1988,  and  these  are  just 
making  the  numismatic  press. 

As  others  are  brought  to  our  attention  we 
will  pass  the  information  along  to  you. 


AIC  MEDAL  MINTAGES 

The  following  is  from  the  1973  edition  of 
"Guidebook  of  Franklin  Mint  Issues"  by 
Virginia  Culver  and  Chester  L.  Krause. 


Great  Historic  Sites 

SS 

Proof 

8,966 

Great  Historic  Sites 

SS 

P/L 

500 

50  State  Bicentennial 

SS 

Proof 

20,340 

States 

of 

Union, 

mini 

Pt 

Mint 

50 

States 

of 

Union , 

mini 

SS 

Mint 

23,449 

States 

of 

Union , 

32mm 

Pt 

Proof 

10 

States 

of 

Union , 

32mm 

SS 

Proof 

30,442 

States 

of 

Union , 

32mm 

SS 

P/L 

14,839 

States 

of 

Union , 

32mm 

Bz 

Proof 

14,118 

States 

of 

Union , 

32mm 

Bz 

P/L 

290 

States 

of 

Union , 

39mm 

SS 

P/L 

5,399 

States 

of 

Union , 

39mm 

GS 

P/L 

9,723 

States 

of 

Union , 

39mm 

Bz 

P/L 

1,266 

AK  Centennial  39mm  Pt  Proof  3 

AK  Centennial  39mm  SS  Proof  5,249 


AK 

Coastal  Air. 

39mm 

SC 

Proof 

610 

AK 

Coastal  Air. 

39mm 

Bs 

Mint 

1,041 

AK 

Coastal  Air. 

39mm 

SC 

P/L 

500 

AK 

Coastal  Air. 

39mm 

Bs 

P/L 

1,098 

AK 

Purchase  HUS 

45mm 

Pt 

Proof 

1 

AK 

Purchase  HUS 

45mm 

SS 

Proof 

10,000 

AK 

Purchase  HUS 

45mm 

Bz 

P/L 

24,836 

AK 

Nat .  Bank 

Ingot 

SS 

Proof 

8,014 

AK 

Gold  Rush 

39mm 

SS 

Proof 

5,252 

Abbreviations:  Pt  =  Platinum;  SS  =  Ster¬ 
ling  Silver;  Bz  =  Franklin  Bronze;  Bs  = 
Franklin  Brass;  GS  =  Gold  on  Sterling;  SC 
=  Silver  Clad;  HUS  =  History  of  U.S. 
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WHITEHORSE 


9 


YUKON  RARER  POTPOURRI 


I 

1 


COUPON 


Value 


Redeemable  for  GAS  BAR  \ 

purchases  only. 

Must  be  used  for  full  face  value;  no  change  in 
cash  or  coupons.  Not  valid  for  food  store  purchases 


Redeemable  only  at 
Super  A  Foods 
Whitehorse,  Yukon 


COUPON  SUBJECT  TO  CANCELLATION  WITHOUT  NOTICE 


COUPON 


Value 


Value 


Husky 


Super  A  Foods,  Husky  Gas.  Gas  Bar  coupons:  5  Cents,  pink  paper,  darker  pink  and  black 
printing;  10  Cents,  orange  paper,  darker  orange  and  black  printing.  Both  152rnm  by  70mm. 


Qwanlin 
Leslie  C 


Bonus  Days 


FIVE  •  DOLLARS -CINQ 


WHITEHORSE 

1991 


Mall,  Five  Bonanza  Bucks,  black  on  cream  card  stock,  152mm  by  70mm  (submitted  by 
Hill)  . 


Whitehorse  Transit,  Arctic  Winter  Games  Student  Pass,  black  on  red  card  stock,  95mm  by 
65mm  (submitted  by  Jim  Robb). 
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COPYRIGHT - BI-LO  FOOD  STORES  OF  ALASKA 


(ANCHORAGE):  Bi-Lo  Food  Stores  of  Alaska,  two  "Bi-Lo  Bonus  Bucks":  One  Bonus  Buck, 
black  on  green  with  gray  underprint;  Ten  Bonus  Bucks,  Black  on  off-white  with  gray 
underprint.  Both  are  118mm  by  56mm. 


WATCH  YOUR  SAVINGS  GROW! 
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DROP  THIS  BILL  IN  WATER  -  WATCH  IT  GROW! 


ANCHORAGE:  First  National  Bank  of  Ketchikan,  Anchorage  Branch.  Expanding  sponge. 

Printed  green  on  white  compressed  sponge,  140mm  x  70mm. 
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ALA 


* CAP *  LATHROP 
mN  ENTREPRENEUR 

by  Saad  Assad 


There  I  was  in  the  Empress  Theatre,  all  dressed  up  in  my  best  suit, 
tears  dripping  down  my  face,  standing  as  "honor  guard"  beside  the 
casket  of  my  "ole"  friend,  employer,  and  mentor,  Austin  E.  Lathrop; 
better  known  in  these  parts  as  "Cap".  As  the  various  mourners  passed 
by  his  casket,  many  stopped  and  looked  at  him,  shook  their  heads  in 
disbelief,  wiped  tears  from  their  eyes  and,  with  heads  bowed  down, 
slowly  walked  away.  Why  were  so  many  people  affected  by  this  loss? 
Ask  yourself  these  questions,  think  about  the  answers,  and  you  will 
know  "why?". 

What  was  the  "biggest  log  cabin  city  in  the  world"  and  who  built  the 
first  concrete  building  there?  In  1926,  Cap  built  the  Empress 
Theatre  in  90  days.  Nineteen  years  later,  these  fire-proof  walls 
stopped  the  flames  that  were  heading  for  the  destruction  of  half  of 
the  center  of  Fairbanks. 

In  the  first  seven  years  following  the  building  of  the  Empress 
Theatre,  engineers  from  the  post  office  department  came  to  Fairbanks 
each  summer  and  went  over  the  walls  of  the  theatre  looking  for  cracks 
and  checks,  and  other  signs  that  the  winter  freeze  and  spring  thaws 
were  about  to  bring  the  building  tumbling  down.  Finally,  they  decided 
concrete  could  be  used  here  and  they  built  the  steel  and  concrete 
federal  building  which  still  stands  on  Cushman  Street,  between  2nd 
and  3rd  Avenues.  Then  others  began  building  concrete  and  steel  build¬ 
ings  in  Fairbanks  and  all  points  north. 

Who  saved  the  "furthest  north  daily  newspaper"  from  going  bankrupt? 
Cap  bought  the  Fairbanks  Daily  News-Miner  but,  disgusted  with  the  ram- 
shackled  aging  building,  he  decided  to  build  a  four  story  building  at 
a  cost  of  half  a  million  dollars.  The  first  floor  housed  the  Daily 
News-Miner  and  the  offices  of  the  Lathrop  company.  The  floors  above 
the  offices  boasted  apartments  such  as  Alaska  had  never  seen  before. 
The  fourth  floor  of  the  apartment  also  became  the  offices  of  his 
newest  venture,  radio  station  KFAR  (Key  For  Alaska’s  Riches),  the 
farthest  north  broadcasting  station  in  America  in  1939.  And,  in  the 
basement  of  the  Lathrop  Building,  Cap  put  in  a  bowling  alley.  Later, 
he  was  to  build  the  Lacey  Street  Theatre  which,  in  1940,  was  the  most 
expensive  movie  house,  per  seat,  ever  constructed  in  the  U.S.  He  also 

(continued  on  page  29) 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL. 

Our  thanks  to  Saad  Assad  for  his  personal 
reminiscences  and  short  history  of  Austin 
E.  "Cap"  Lathrop's  life. 

Mr.  Assad  is  our  local  "Presbyterian  from 
Cleveland"  (no  joke)  and  is  of  Lebanese 
descent.  He  came  to  Alaska  in  1947  and 
worked  in  Fairbanks  and  Point  Barrow.  At 
the  time  of  Austin  E.  Lathrop's  death,  he 
was  manager  of  the  Lacey  Street  and 
Empress  Theaters.  He  left  Fairbanks  in 
1957 ,  and  spent  33  years  working  around 
the  globe  -  Saudi  Arabia,  Yemen,  Lebanon, 
Switzerland,  the  Netherlands,  Iran,  Iraq, 
Libya,  Pakistan,  Japan  and  Viet  Nam.  After 
seeing  much  of  the  world,  he  returned  to 
Fairbanks  in  1990  to  semi-retire.  Cur¬ 
rently,  he  is  enrolled  at  the  University 
of  Alaska  and  working  part  time  for  the 
Adult  Learning  Center. 

Bob  Majni  provides  some  interesting  paper 
items  in  his  ad  this  month.  Look  for  more 
in  the  coming  months.  And  do  not  fail  to 
take  advantage  of  his  free  offer! 

In  going  through  our  files,  we  found  the 
Whitehorse  Winter  Carnival  scrip  submitted 
by  Brian  Denman  almost  five  years  ago. 
Sorry  Brian!  We'll  try  to  do  better. 

Back  from  my  book  buying  trip.  We  are  now 
the  proud  owners  of  approximately  8,000 
more  books.  With  20,00  in  stock,  don't  ex¬ 
pect  a  catalogue  at  anytime  in  the  future. 
But,  if  you  are  looking  for  fiction  or 
poetry,  published  from  1880  to  1950,  let 
us  know  author  and  title  and  we  will  see 
what  we  can  find. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S^mod 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector’s  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5 
months . 

Classified  ads:  50  //line  (42  characters) 


CO  DEERS  Sc  WOMEN 

(From  "Women  of  All  Nations",  Vol .  II,  by 
T.  Athol  Joyce  and  N.W.  Thomas,  1909). 

"Instead  of  seal  rings,  medals  and  other 
symbols  of  wealth  and  station,  bound  up  in 
the  life  of  these  people  is  a  class  of 
objects  called  "coppers".  Along  the  North 
Pacific  Coast  thin  sheets  of  copper  are 
shaped  in  outline  like  a  broad  axe-blade 
with  a  T-shaped  ridge  on  the  poll.  On  the 
face  is  painted  and  engraved  the  crest 
animal  of  the  owner.  It  is  like  a  bank-note 
the  amount  of  metal  is  small,  but  the 
"copper"  itself  stands  for  the  large  number 
of  blankets  it  brings  in  the  festival  at 
which  it  is  sold.  The  oftener  it  is  sold 
the  greater  the  number  of  blankets .  The 
women  of  the  tribes  are,  as  it  were, 
wrapped  up  in  the  "coppers,"  for  both  they 
and  these  precious  objects  of  value  are 
standards  of  value  and  the  mechanism  of 
wealth.  Furthermore,  their  nimble  fingers 
create  the  thousands  of  blankets  which  buy 
the  coppers . 

"Niblack  describes  at  length  the  universal 
custom  of  gift-making  ceremonies  among  the 
North-West  tribes,  usually  mentioned  as  the 
potlatch. . . . 

"To  procure  a  wife,  to  retain  the  medicine 
man,  to  become  a  chief,  to  get  your  chil¬ 
dren  into  society,  to  adopt  an  ancestral 
title,  to  build  a  house,  to  be  influen¬ 
tial,  to  atone  for  a  wrong,  to  resent  an 
insult  -  property  had  to  be  destroyed  to 
show  rage,  grief,  or  indifference;  or  it 
was  given  away  to  secure  respect.  Getting 
rich  was  a  necessity,  and  wealth  a  subtle 
basis  of  the  social  fabric.  In  a  potlatch 
all  sorts  of  property  was  given  away  - 
blankets  and  other  garments,  household  and 
kitchen  furniture,  weapons,  money,  trin¬ 
kets,  furs,  etc.  Discrimination  was  care¬ 
fully  made  in  gifts  for  services,  or  dam¬ 
ages,  or  marriage  dot,  or  the  ceremonial 
self-impoverishment  proper.  Among  the  more 
northern  tribes,  the  potlatch  is  a  perfect 
system,  "involving,"  says  Niblack,  "more 
thoughtful  consideration  and  balancing  of 
obligations  than  the  giving  of  a  select 
entertainment  by  a  well  recognized  leader 
of  society . " 

"The  dental ium  shell  was  formerly  used  as  a 

(continued  on  page  30) 
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started  the  Bank  of  Fairbanks  which  was 
located  at  the  comer  of  2nd  Avenue  and 
Lacey  Street. 

The  apartments  are  still  here;  the  radio 
station  is  still  here;  the  Lacey  Street 
Theatre  is  still  here  and  undergoing  reno¬ 
vation. 

Who  started  the  first  oil  venture  in 
Alaska?  In  the  sumner  of  1900,  Cap  and 
some  friends  went  to  Shelikof  Strait  to 
prospect  for  gold.  During  this  time.  Cap 
heard  some  strange  tales  from  the  natives 
that  they  had  seen  bears  whose  fur  was 
matted  with  a  dark  sticky  substance. 
After  some  investigation.  Cap  and  his 
friends  found  surface  seepages  of  oil  at 
Cold  Bay.  He  built  a  camp  and  a  road  to 
the  oil  seepages  and  shipped  the  first 
oil  drilling  rig  into  the  Territory  of 
Alaska.  After  five  years  of  preparation, 
shut-downs  and  start-ups,  he  was  now 
ready  for  production.  However,  the  Nation¬ 
al  Conservationist  and  many  of  the  power¬ 
ful  coal  and  oil  interests  in  the  U.S. 
arranged  for  the  withdrawal  of  millions 
of  acres  of  public  lands  in  Alaska  from 
private  exploration.  This  force  Cap  to 
seal  off  his  wells  and  withdraw  from  Cold 
Bay. 

Who  developed  the  Healy  River  Coal  Mine 
into  the  largest  coal  mine  in  Alaska? 
Fairbanks  was  getting  its  coal  from  the 
Healy  River  mines,  114  miles  down  the 
railway,  but  service  was  sporadic  and  de¬ 
pended  on  the  mine  owners  meeting  the  pay¬ 
roll.  Cap  bought  controlling  interest  and 
developed  the  veins  into  the  largest  coal 
mine  in  Alaska. 

When  the  Japanese  bombed  Dutch  Harbor  on 
June  3,  1942,  Cap  was  one  of  the  most 
vital  figures  in  Alaska.  With  the  sea 
lanes  threatened,  the  Army  in  interior 
Alaska  was  dependent  on  coal  from  the 
Healy  River  mines  so  he  spend  most  of  his 
time  there  assuring  that  production  would 
satisfy  their  requirements.  He  was  78 
years  old  at  that  time. 

In  addition  to  the  controlling  interest 
in  the  Healy  River  Coal  Corporation, 
Alaska’s  largest  coal  mine,  and  the  Daily 
News-Miner,  cap  owned  five  theatres,  two 
radio  stations,  a  large  apartment  build¬ 


ing,  a  department  store  and  a  bowling 
alley. 

In  political  life  a  Republican,  Cap 
served  as  national  caTmitteeman  from 
Alaska  from  1928  to  1932.  He  also  served 
in  the  Alaska  Territorial  Legislature  as 
a  representative  from  the  Third  Division. 

Austin  E.  Lathrop,  who  left  school  at  the 
age  of  15,  was  also  vice-president  of  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  the  University  of 
Alaska. 

He  was  bom  on  a  farm  near  Lapeer, 
Michigan  on  October  5,  1865.  At  the  age 
of  15  he  started  out  with  his  own  team 
hauling  timber  to  the  sawmills  and  or¬ 
ganizing  a  profitable  business  in  Ash¬ 
land,  Wisconsin  before  he  was  21.  When  he 
arrived  in  Seattle  in  1889  a  few  days 
after  a  fire  had  all  but  razed  the  town, 
he  pitched  a  tent  and  entered  the  con¬ 
tracting  business.  At  25  he  was  known 
throughout  the  northwest  as  the  ”boy  con¬ 
tractor”.  His  first  major  contract,  won 
on  the  strength  of  his  fine  reputation, 
was  the  building  of  a  railroad  near 
Seattle. 

In  the  business  panic  of  1893,  Cap  went 
broke  for  the  first  time  in  his  career. 
He  lost  another  fortune  when  he  organized 
the  Califomia-Alaska  Mining  and  Develop¬ 
ment  Company  to  prospect  for  copper  in 
the  Kotsina  district.  He  found  good  quan¬ 
tities  of  copper  but  it  could  not  be 
profitably  mined  because  of  lack  of 
transportation  facilities  to  move  it  to 
market . 

He  acquired  the  title  of  ’’Captain”  in 
1896  when  he  bought  a  half  interest  in  a 
110  foot  steam  schooner  and  piloted  it 
from  port  to  port  in  Alaska,  carrying 
gold  seekers.  That  was  to  be  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  his  56  years  of  life  in  Alaska. 

At  the  age  of  47,  Cap  was  in  Cordova  in 
exactly  the  same  job  he  had  when  he  was 
15,  with  the  exception  that  he  now  had 
but  one  horse.  He  shoveled  and  hauled 
coal,  delivering  heavy  sacks  on  his  back 
from  door  to  door.  Later,  he  became  a 
director,  and  then  president  of  the 
Cordova  bank. 
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A  housewife  in  Cordova  once  told  him  that 
the  ladies  needed  a  place  to  relax  in  the 
evenings  so  he  filled  that  need  with  the 
first  and  finest  motion  picture  theatre  in 
town.  Later,  he  also  built  a  large 
apartment  house  there. 


currency,  but,  as  with  the  other  coast 
tribes,  the  blanket  is  now  the  unit  of 
value.  A  somewhat  inferior  quality,  known 
in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  parlance  as  a 
"two  and  a  half  point  blanket"  is  the 
standard . 


In  1914,  the  U.S.  government  decided  to 
build  the  Alaska  Railroad.  A  year  later, 
Cap  shipped  some  horses  to  Anchorage  and 
opened  a  transfer  and  freight  service.  He 
also  build  a  theatre  and  apartment  house 
there . 

His  life  ended  on  July  26,  1950,  when  Cap 
fell  under  the  wheels  of  one  of  the  cars 
of  a  trainload  of  coal  in  the  railroad 
yards  of  his  Suntrana  Mines. 


I  was  the  manager  of  the  Lacey 
Theatres  for  Cap  in  Fairbanks, 
me  remember  his  generosity; 
Christmas  bonus  checks,  but 


and  Empress 
People  like 
not  for  the 
the  time  he 


for  us  and  to  listen  to  our 
had  time  for  us  because  we 
important  to  him.  The  old  timers  he 
grubstaked,  artists  he  had  subsidized, 
the  hospital  patients  whose  bills  he 
remember  him,  too. 


had  to  spare 
problems.  He 
were 
had 
and 
paid 


Begining  in  1972, 
issued  medals  on 
Alaskan  Pioneers, 
banks  area.  This 


the  Fairbanks  Coin  Club 
a  yearly  basis  honoring 
mostly  from  the  Fair- 
series  was  preceded  by  a 


medal  in  1965  commemorating  the 
convention  in  Alaska.  The  club 
or  less  of  the  numbered  silver 
sets,  and  approximately  200 
bronze  for  each  medal . 


first  coin 
struck  300 
and  bronze 
unnumbered 


1965  -  Convention  (circumpolar  map) 

1972  -  Bob  Bartlett 

1973  -  Austin  E.  Lathrop 

1974  -  Sidney  Laurence 

1975  -  Noel  Wien 

1976  -  Bob  Reeve 

1977  -  Charles  and  Anna  Creamer 

1978  -  Leonhard  Seppala 

1979  -  Andrew  Nerland 

1980  -  James  Wickersham 

1981  -  Jeff  Studdert 


Please  see  the  last  page  of  this  issue  to 
order  many  of  these  medals. 


"Among  the  Kwakiutl,  when  a  young  man  de¬ 
sires  to  obtain  a  girl  for  a  wife,  he  must 
bargain  with  her  parents,  and  pay  to  her 
father  a  number  of  blankets .  Owing  to  the 
great  desire  to  accumulate  blankets  for  the 
potlatch,  and  the  scarcity  of  girls,  the 
parents  are  very  exacting  in  this  respect. 
The  young  man  may  have  further  demands  made 
upon  him  by  his  wife,  who,  at  a  hint  from 
her  parents,  may  leave  him.  The  parents 
then  exact  a  further  payment  of  blankets 
for  her  return,  and  so  on. 

EDEN  ABERCROMBIE  ODELL 

From  a  May  or  June,  1983  issue  of  The 
Ketchikan  Daily  News: 

Eden  Abercrombie  Odell  died  April  30,  1983, 
in  Torrance  California,  at  the  age  of  100 
years.  She  arrived  in  Ketchikan  during 
World  War  I  and  opened  a  millinery  store  in 
1918.  In  the  early  1920s  she  bought  the 
former  Citizens'  Light,  Power,  and  Water 
Company  building  at  the  foot  of  Grant 
Street,  where  she  operated  a  general  store 
and  later  a  beauty  shop.  This  store  was 
called  Abercrombie's  and  she  operated  it 
until  the  mid-1960s,  when  she  retired  and 
moved  back  East  to  her  old  home.  Meanwhile, 
Mr.  Abercrombie  had  died,  and  after  she 
moved  East,  she  renewed  her  acquaintance 
with  Mr.  Odell,  whom  she  later  married. 
They  made  a  brief  trip  to  Ketchikan  in 
1971,  then  settled  in  Santa  Monica, 
California,  near  Eden's  niece. 

(submitted  by  Jim  Griffin) 

* 


Abercrombie ' s 
cents  tokens . 


is  known  for  their  2,  4  and  8 
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Whitehorse  Winter  Carnival 

$25 

Days  of  ’98 

$25 

2"  WU  Lrvuuvt*- 

_  i  _  _ _  T7  TO  TA  i  A  i  O 

l-etmjarv  / / .  Zn  /M  lUdn 

■  V1  1/  1  UUI  J  1—  M  9  Arf  •  X_I  C7  f  I  *T  U 

- 

The  two  undated  pieces  are  believed  to  be  1946  and  1947,  printed  on  newsprint, 
is  on  blue  bond  paper.  See  Dec.  1987,  page  49  for  more!  (submitted  by  Brian  Den 
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GREENLAND  GRILL/BAR  TOKEN 


Bj^rn  Nielsen,  Danish  owner  of  the  grill- 
bar  in  Julianehab  (hab  =  hope),  Greenland 
issued  an  amusement  token  in  1991.  Valued 
at  20  Kroner  (about  U.S.  $3),  the  token  is 
struck  in  brass  and  is  26mm  in  diameter. 

The  token  was  manufactured  by  JK-Automater 
of  Thisted,  Denmark.  The  firm  ordinarily 
repairs  shoes,  makes  keys  and  engraves  dog 
tags.  The  engraving  machine  is  electronic, 
and  as  there  are  few  dogs  in  Thisted,  it 
is  also  used  to  engrave  dies  for  tokens. 

The  obverse  of  the  token  has  an  outline 
map  of  Greenland,  with  QAQORTOQ  to  the 
left,  JK  above,  and  GRILL-BAREN  to  the 
right.  Qaqortoq  is  the  Greenlandic  name 
for  Julianehab.  Translated,  it  means  "the 
area  where  it  is  always  white." 

The  reverse  bears  the  legend  "SPIL" 
(Danish  for  play)  and  "20".  At  the  bottom 
is  the  Greenlandic  word,  "ANINGAAQ" .  When 
coins  first  came  to  Greenland,  the  Inuit 
did  not  know  what  to  call  them.  Since  the 
round  shining  plates  reminded  them  most  of 
a  full  moon,  the  word  for  coin  and  moon 
are  now  the  same  -  Aningaaq. 


-Jurgen  S^mod 


SPACE  FILLER 

Baseball  has  started  again.  That's  base¬ 
ball,  not  softball.  I  am  playing  in  the 
local  adult  league  again. 

Kenton,  my  nine  year  old  son  (yes,  it  has 
been  that  long  since  I  announced  his  adop¬ 
tion  in  the  newsletter)  is  playing  Little 
League  (minors)  this  year.  Dad  made  the 
mistake  of  asking  when  it  was  going  to 
start,  and  got  stuck  coaching. 

Jan's  parents  are  arriving  June  17. 

It  will  be  a  busy  summer.  If  you  do  not 
receive  a  July  issue,  you  will  know  that 
it  is  my  second  month  off  for  the  year. 


FOR  THE  RECORD 
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FAIRBANKS: 


Think 


Positive  for  Fairbanks/ 


Act  Now,  Do-It".  Black  on  wood. 


KETCHIKAN:  Bolling's,  Redeem  For  Trade  At. 
Struck  in  both  silver  and  bronze,  39mm. 
Minted  1990  or  1991,  Bolling's  went  out  of 
business  shortly  after  issue  (submitted  by 
Jim  Griff 


KETCHIKAN:  Derby  Room,  Rain  Check.  Gold  on 

white  plastic,  40mm  (sub.  by  Jim  Griffin). 


KETCHIKAN:  Derby  Room,  Rain  Check.  Gold  on 

red  plastic,  42mm  (sub.  by  Jim  Griffin). 


(ALASKA):  Wien  (Airlines)  Took  Check.  Uni¬ 
face  brass,  25mm  (sub.  by  David  Bennison). 
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When  is  the  last  time  you  found  items 
from  these  out  of  the  way  Yukon  places? 


\ 


WAVES  OF  HUMANITY 
LINED  UP  IN  MASS 
MAKING  THEIR  WAY 
O’ER  THE  CHILKOOT  PASS. 
TWO  THINGS  ONLY 
WOULD  QUELL  THEIR  LUST 
T-WAS  FILLING  THE  POKES 
WITH  NUGGETS  OR  DUST.... 


du  like  Yukon... 
i’ll  love  this  offer! 

A  golden  opportunity  for  you  to  pur¬ 
chase  olde  time  Yukon  items  of  first 
hand  history.  An  exciting  once  in  a 
lifetime  grouping  of  hand  written  let¬ 
ters  and  government  documents,  along 
with  correspondence  of  various  Yukon 
businesses  on  company  stationary. 

Also  assorted  letters  from  the  files  of 
the  Bank  of  British  North  America,  who 
just  happened  to  be  the  first  Dawson 
Bank  to  open  for  business  during  the 
Great  Klondike  Gold  Rush.  Most  of 
these  items  are  dated,  signed 
and  hand  stamped  by  BBNA. 

(See  reverse  side). 


•  BONANZA  •  GOLD  BOTTOM  •  GRAND  FORKS  •  SELKIRK  •  GRANVILLE*  DOMINION*  GOLD  RUN 

•  PARIS  •  SULPHUR  CREEK  •  MINTO  •  MAYO  •  BEAR  CREEK  •  CARIBOU  •  HUNKER  •  40  MILE 

•  STEWART  CITY  •  BUNKER  HILL  •  LAST  CHANCE  •  BARKER  CREEK  •  DAWSON 

ALSO  AVAILABLE  TO  YOU  ARE  HAND  WRITTEN  ALASKAN  LETTERS  FROM: 

•  EAGLE  •  CHICKEN  •  STEEL  CREEK  •  FRANKLIN  •  FAIRBANKS 


SEND  NOW!  FOR  YOUR  FREE  PRICE  LIST  OF  YUKON  HISTORY 
AND  ALSO  RECEIVE  ONE  FREE  BBNA  HAND  STAMPED  BUSINESS  LETTER 

FROM  THE  OUTSIDE  TO  BBNA  DAWSON. 

(FREE  GIFT  OFFER  GOOD  THROUGH  JUNE  30,  1992). 

Fill  Out  Coupon  Below  and  send  to:  BOB  MAJNI  •  BOX  16  •  MACEDONIA,  OHIO  USA  44056 

PHONE:  (216)  425-7832  •  FAX:  (216)  963-7160 


Bob  — 

PLEASE  PRINT 

Please  Send  mv  FREE  Yukon  History  Price  List  and  FREE  Introductory  Gift 

Name 

Street 

Address 

City 

State 

or  Province 

Zip  or 

Postal  Code 

Country  _ 

Phone - 

-  Fax 

A  small  sampling  of  available  Yukon  historical  items  — 
surely  many  of  these  were  among  the  first  to  prospect  and 

do  business  in  the  Klondike  Gold  Rush. 


(Below«letters  are  reduced  in  size) 
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EXPENSE  BILL 
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March  6  th  1908 


WHITE  PASS  &  Yl 


Ikon  route 


For  Freight  and  Chargt  from. 


October  25th.,  19o7  whl 


LOUIS  BRIER 


to  the  effect  that  payn 
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JOHN  »  SCHKf.lX 
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INDEPENDENT  STORE 


Eagle,  Alaska, 


Bar It  of  British  lorth  wierloa 


^FOR  PLACER 

(RENEWAL.) 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 


OentlesMTt 
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¥•  ere  Just  lb  receipt  of  your  registered  letter  containing 


Dollari,  being 


t  1071.  50  alee  fpon  Sll  8*5.85  for  whlohyAoeept  our  thanks 

sending  soase  sore  dust  with  Bll  on  this  trl^r 
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FAIRBANKS  COIN  CLUB 
ALASKAN  B  I  ONEER  M.EUA.L  S 

In  1965,  the  Fairbanks  Coin  Club  struck  its  first  medal  commemorating  the  first  coin 
convention  held  in  Alaska.  The  Pioneer  Medal  series  began  in  1972.  The  last  was 
issued  in  1981.  Prior  to  the  striking  of  the  1981  medal,  all  unsold  previous  silver 
medals  were  melted  in  an  attempt  to  use  this  silver  for  the  1981  medals,  and  thus  cut 
costs.  While  the  medals  were  melted,  and  the  silver  returned  in  casting  grains,  the 
firm  could  not  fabricate  the  silver  into  coining  blanks. 

Through  a  fortunate  purchase,  we  were  able  to  acquire  a  small  lot  of  the  bronze 
medals.  These  are  available  as  indicated  below  for  $4  per  medal,  or  $30  for  all  nine. 
Use  this  for  your  order  blank  and  check  the  appropriate  [  ].  Unfortunately,  we  do  not 
have  any  Austin  E.  Lathrop  (1973)  or  Noel  Wein  (1975)  medals. 


1972  [  ]  1974  [  ]  1976  [  ]  1977  [  ] 


1978  [  ]  1979  [  ]  1980  [  ]  1981  [  ] 

A  very  limited  quantity  of  the  silver  and  bronze  sets  are  available  as  follows: 


_  1965  Convention  @  $65.00 - - 

_  1972  Bob  Bartlett  @  $35.00 - - 

_  1977  Charles  &  Anna  Creamer  @  $35.00 - - 

_  1980  James  Wickersham  @  $30.00 - - 

_ 1981  Jeff  Studdert  $30.00 - - - 

_  Total  of  bronze  medals  ordered  ($4  each,  9  for  $30) - - 

Postage  and  handling  per  order -  $2.50 

Total  enclosed - - 

Please  send  to: 


Name _ address _ _ 

City _ State _ Zip 
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In  the  past,  we  have  referred  to  "dance  hall  money",  not  the  original 
tokens  that  may  have  been  used  in  saloons  of  gold  rush  days,  but  to 
the  scrip  used  in  later  days  for  recreating  the  atmosphere  and  excite¬ 
ment  of  days  gone  by. 


We  have  had  to  make  some  assumptions  as  to  value  of  the  scrip  and  how 
these  special  occasions  were  held  based  on  similar  events  currently 
held. 


Thanks  to  George  Simpanen,  we  now  have  a  "working  model"  of  how  this 
was  done.  Starting  on  page  38,  we  have  a  three  page  letter  from  the 
Northern  Commercial  Company  in  Ruby  to  John  H.  Kelly,  the  accountant 
for  the  Northern  Commercial  Company  in  Fairbanks.  This  letter,  post¬ 
marked  November  12,  1917,  outlines  plans  for  an  "Echo  of  ’98", 
Klondike  Dance  Hall.  Unfortunately,  no  mention  is  made  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  holding  the  event.  It  may  have  been  done  solely  by  the  N.C. 
Co.,  or  by  an  organization  such  as  the  Pioneers  of  Alaska,  by 
employees  of  the  N.C.  Co.,  communicating  through  the  Company.  With 
the  planning  being  done  in  November  of  1917,  the  event  was  probably 
held  in  1918. 


While  most  "Klondike  Nights"  now  use  an  exchange  of  100  to  1  or  10  to 
1  for  the  value  of  their  dance  hall  money,  this  one  was  interesting 
in  that  the  rate  was  4  to  1.  Specific  mention  is  made  to  "6  l/4j£ 
real"  (money).  Poker  chips  or  round  pasteboard  checks  and  dance 
checks  are  mentioned. 


(continued  on  page  38) 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 


WELL  TRAVELLED 


We  have  recently  learned  that  our  June 
issue  was  delayed  in  the  mail.  Hopefully, 
you  will  have  the  June  issue  by  the  time 
this  one  reaches  you.  The  June  issue  was 
mailed  about  June  2nd,  and  sent  for  first 
day  cancellation  with  the  Alaska  Highway 
stamp.  We  assumed  that  this  would  be 
handled  in  Fairbanks,  and  then  the  news¬ 
letters  would  be  forwarded  to  you.  We 
have  since  learned  that  they  were  bundled 
along  with  other  items  submitted  for  first 
day  cancellation  and  shipped  to  Kansas 
City  to  have  the  cancellation  applied 
there.  If  you  haven't  received  the  June 
issue  let,  please  let  us  hear  from  you. 

Every  once  in  a  while,  a  gem  of  memorabil¬ 
ia  appears  that  is  of  interest  to  token 
collectors.  The  letter  reproduced  in  this 
issue  is  one  such  item.  Our  sincere 
thanks  to  George  Simpanen  for  sharing  it 
with  us,  and  allowing  us  to  share  it  with 
you. 

Because  the  June  issue  is  delayed  in  the 
mail,  Bob  Majni  has  extended  the  deadline 
on  his  free  offer  to  July  31.  Since  Bob 
has  an  excess  of  this  material,  be  sure  to 
take  advantage  of  this  offer. 

We  have  recently  acquired  one  of  the 
neatest  pieces  seen  in  a  long  time.  All 
you  serious  collectors  can  start  drooling 
now.  We  are  working  on  an  article  for  the 
August  or  September  issue.  Sorry,  not 
going  to  spill  the  beans,  even  though  they 
come  in  a  can.  Any  attempt  to  foil  our 
surprise  is  heartily  encouraged! 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S^mod 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 


DEPOSITED  FOR  CREDIT  OF 

l  •/.  ,6/c.- 

WITH 

MINERS  AND  MERCHANTS  BANK, 

IDITAROD,  ALASKA 

0  oC  /*  —  IQ  f  £>_ 

DEPOSITED  FOR  CREDIT  OF 


WITH 


MINERS  AND  MERCHANTS  BANK. 

IDITAROD,  ALASKA 


J.L.  Sale  and  Landahl’s  Emporium  really  got 
around!  Sale  had  businesses  in  Grand  Forks, 
Dawson,  Fairbanks  and  Iditarod.  Landahl 
was  in  Dawson  and  Iditarod  (submitted  by 
Candy  Waugaman) . 
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GENERAL  PLA'T  CF  ENTERT AINM33?rP 

A  general  admission  fee  of  31.50  per  head  (equivalent  to  33.00  per 
couple  and  31*50  for  extra  ladies) 

Each  ticket  to  carry  with  it  $6.00  carnival  money  which  can  be 
spent  for  anything  for  sale  on  the  premises.  Nothing  but  carnival  money 
to  be  good  for  purchases.  Carnival  money  to  be  obtainable  from  cashier 
at  rate  of  34.00  for  $1.00  of  real  money. 

Poker  chips,  if  sufficient  obtainable  free,  to  be  used  for  carnival 
money.  White  chips  value  $1.00,  red  $5.00,  blue  $10.00.  $1.00  in 

carnival  money  equivalent  to  25/  in  real  money.  If  poker  chips  net 
obtainable,  have  round  pasteboard  checks  printed  with  denominat ion. 
Treasurer  to  attend  to  this. 

DANCE  HALL 


Main  floor  to  be  fitted  up  as  Klondike  Dance  Hall,  "Echo  of  ’OB". 
Orchestra  on  floor  in  front  of  stage.  Bar  across  lower  end  of  room, 
cornerwise  from  stage.  Stage  to  be  reserved  for  stunts. 

Girl3  to  rustle  partners  for  dances.  After  each  dance  man  must  take 
partner  to  bar  and  buy  drink  for  himself  and  lady.  Gingerale  to  be 
served  over  bar,  in  whiskey  glasses.  Price  $1.00  carnival  (25c/  real) 
which  pays  for  dance  and  two  drinks.  (A  bottle  of  gingerale  will  go  a 
long  ways  when  served  in  whiskey  glasses)  Girls  to  be  given  dance  checks, 
worth  25/  carnival,  or  6-|/  real,  as  commission  on  dances.  They  can  spend, 
these  about  the  place.  It  will  take  4  checks  to  equal  25/  real,  or 
$1.00  carnival,  and  as  $1.00  carnival  will  be  the  lowest  price  for  anythin! 
they  will  have  to  have  4  checks  in  order  to  buy  anything.  Dances  to  be 
short  and  no  encores.  Floor  ma-ager  to  herd  dancers  to  bar  after  each  dan< 

STUNTS  ; 
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The  Entertainment  Committe  will  provide  such  stunts,  vaudeville  sket¬ 
ches,  etc.  as  they  may  be  able  to  get  up,  which  will  be  pulled  off  on  the 
stage  at  certain  periods  between  dances. 

CAFE 

Cafe  to  be  in  charge  of  committee.  The  use  of  small  tables,  seating 
4  people,  would  be  preferable,  if  they  can  be  obtained.  To  simplify 
matters  and  keep  down  expense,  it  would  probably  be  desirable  to  serve 
nothing  but  sandwiches,  although  it  might  be  well  to  have  some  variety, 
such  as  cold  ham,  cold  beef,  cheese,  etc.  Price  per  plate  to  be  $2.00 
carnival, (50/  real)  Coffee  or  punch  to  be  served  free  with  each  order. 

No  punch  to  be  served  except  free  with  an  order  of  sandwiches.  This 
in  order  to  relieve  us  of  accusation  cf  selling  intoxicating  liquors. 

The  argument  for  serving  punch  is  that  it  will  liven  the  people  up 
and  cause  them  to  loosen  up.  At  the  same  time,  the  necessity  of  buying 
it,  with  sandwiches/  at  50/  real,  will  preclude  the  possibility  cf  anyone 
taking  enough  to  create  any  embarrassing  situations. 

However,  it  is  considered  policy  to  have  no  mention  whatever  made  in 
advance  in  regard  to  the  punch.  V/hen  the  affair  gets  to  going  in  full 
swing  it  will  be  quietly  tipped  off  that  something  good  can  be  obtained 
in  the  cafe  and  the  people  will  do  the  rest.  » 

,  .  *  sf  *  .  '  *■  ’t  ‘  v 

CABARET 
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The  Entertainment  Committee  will  provide  cabaret  features  for  the 
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cafo  to  make  things  interesting  and  draw  the  crowd  up  there, 
and  cigars  to  be  sold  in  cafe. 

GAME3 


Cigarettes 


ThC  lar‘?e  back  rooin  to  be  used  for  games.  All  the  roulette,  crap 
tables  and  other  games  that  can  be  obtained  will  be  installed  in  charge  of 
old  time  dealers.  Gambling  to  be  done  only  with  carnival  money.  Winners 
may  spend  winnings  for  anything  for  sale  in  the  house,  but  no  carnival 
money  will  be  redeemed  for  cash.  Naturally,  some  will  win,  but  as  the 
money  will  not  be  redeemed  they  will  have  to  spend  it,  and  this  will 
accelerate  action  in  the  dance  hall  and  cafe. 

mSC2LLANE0tJ8 


A  number  of  people  will  doubtless 
balcony  and  merely  watch  the  fun.  To 
w^l 1 -known  men  will  be  commissioned  to 


and  lemonade 

Committee. 

able. 


through  the  balconies. 


settle1  and  take  root  in  the 
make  them  loosen  up,  a  number  of 
peddle  peanuts,  popcorn,  candy 
rhis  to  be  in  charge  of  Munitions 


Confetti  and  carnival  specialities  to  be  3oldhlso  if  obtain 

SPIRIT  OP  *98. 


hurrah-boys,  cut -f or-a-good-t ime  spirit  is  to  be  created. 
7_  °e  -^eeP  the  people  circulating  through  all  parts  of 

the  house,  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  reception  committee  to  work 
to  this  end. 


Carnival  money  ta/cen  in  at  bar  and  cafe  to  be  returned  to  Kxxhixx 
general  cashier  as  it  accumulates.  Probably  advisable  to  have  a  sub¬ 
cashier  in  cafe.  'Waiters  to  collect  for  each  service  at  time  of  delivery 
° o  patron  and  immediately  turn  proceeds  over  to  cashier. 


s  y.  ; 

Bar  to  be  in 
engage  bartenders, 


charge 
etc . 


of  Munitions  Committee,  who  will  purchase  supplies 
Punch  for  cafe  to  be  made  by  bartenders. 


Committee  Meetings 


;.t- 


Meetings  of  Advisory  Committee  to 


be  called  by  President  or  Secretary, 


necessitat«8?ther  C°Adiieory  \%  W  S&jenwMhbaiinew 

when  considered  advisable. 


Chairmen  of  the  several  committees  to  consult  President  or  oecie- 
tarv  of  Advisory  Committee  when  desiring  information  as  to  tne  scope 
of  their  work  cr  in  regard  to  details  in  connection  therewith. 

Finance  Committee 

President  of  Advisory  Committee  to  appoint  a  Finance  Committee  to 
arrange  for  ouch  funds  as  may  he  needed,  to  pay  hills  incurred, ^and  to 
handle  and  care  for  proceeds  of  entertainment.  Secretary  and  treasurer 
of  Advisory  Committee  to  he  ex  ofioio  Secretary  a-d  reaourer  of 
Finance  Committee. 

Finance  Committee  to  solicit  contributions  of  cash  and  merchandise 
and  work  in  conjunction  with  Munitions  and  Cafe  Committees  in  regard 
to  kind  of  merchandise  to  provide. 


BARNACLES 

. 
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It  will  be  necessary  for  the  managers  of  the  cafe  to  eee  to  it 
that  people  do  not  linger  too  long  at  the  tables  unless  they  are  buying, 
as  otherwise  a  few  near  ones  will  plant  themselves  there  for  the  whole 
entertainment  on  the  strength  of  one  buy.  The  waiters  should  be  good 
men  and  politely  aggressive.  That  is,  they  should  watch  the  tables 
closely,  and  when  anyone  shows  an  inclination  to  linger  too  long,  they 
should  politely  pester  them  with  attentions  and  •  keep  asking  them  "Will 
there  be  anything  more",  or  words  tc  that  effect,  suavely  but  plainly 
indicating  that  if  they  want  nothing  more  there  are  others  xJum  who  would 
like  the  table. 


***** ****  x****** ********* 


Nothing  should  be  made  public  in  regard  to  the  games  rr  the  punch. 
In  fact  no  details  of  any  part  of  the  entertainment  should  be  given  out 
except  through  the  Publicity  Committee. 


GPj=™ 
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A  certain  hour  should  be  set  for  the  thing  to  start,  the  same 
regular  show. 

The  performance  should  commence  with  a  skit  on  the  stage,  after 
which  Leroy  Tczier  should  step  out  on  the  stage  in  front  of  the  curtain 
and  announce  and  explain  the  plan  of  the  evening,  the  dance  hall  scheme, 
the  value  and  use  of  the  carnival  money,  the  proposition  of  paying  for 
each  dance,  the  commission  to  the  girls,  and  should  at  the  same  time 
exhort  the  girls  to  keep  busy  and  make  the  men  dance  with  them,  in 
order  to  get  the  money  for  charity,  etc.  In  conclusion  he  should  state 
that  in  order  to  get  the  dance  hall  started  off  properly,  and  show  every¬ 
body  how  to  do  it,  the  first  dance  would  be  a  regular  Klondike  quadrille 
danced  a3  an  exhibition.  Entertainment  Committee  to  arrange  for  this 
exhibition. 


ipppp 
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Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce  check  dated  August  31,  1910,  signed  by  Robert 
Service  (submitted  by  Don  Stewart). 
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ALASKA  HIGHWAY:  1/4  ounce  and  1  ounce 
silver  medals.  Made  by  Michael's  Jewelry/ 
Anchorage  Mint . 


(ANCHORAGE):  Fedalaska  Federal  Credit 
Union  Salutes  Iditarod,  1987.  Bronze, 
38mm  (submitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk). 


FORT  GREELY:  Cold  Regions  Test  Center 
Bronze,  40mm  (submitted  by  Charles  Bond). 


WRANGELL:  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  Lodge  1595.  Bronze,  34mm  (submitted 
by  Kurtis  Hawk) . 


FAIRBANKS:  Alaska  Goldpanners  Baseball 
Team,  Midnight  Sun  Game,  June  21,  1992. 
Brass,  34mm.  Mintage  2,500.  Game  started  at 
10:30  June  20,  and  finished  on  June  21.  $5 
each  or  $2  for  20  or  more  from  Alaska 
Goldpanners,  P.0.  Box  71154,  Fairbanks,  AK 
99707. 


DELTA  JUNCTION:  Alaska  Highway  Rendez¬ 
vous,  End  of  the  Alaska  Highway.  Struck  in 
.999  silver,  brass  and  bronze,  39mm 
(submitted  by  Charles  Bond). 


BANK  NIGHT 

July  15,  1991 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


FORT  GREELY:  Fiftieth  Anniversary,  1992. 
Bronze,  40mm  (submitted  by  Charles  Bond). 


Goldpanners  vs.  Kenai  Peninsula  Oilers 

Compliments  of: 

Key  Bank  *  Mt.  McKinley  Mutual  Savings  Bank 
National  Bank  of  Alaska  *  Interior  City  Bank 
Denali  State  Bank 


FAIRBANKS:  Alaska  Goldpanners,  Bank  Night  , 
July  15,  1991  ticket.  Black  on  orange, 

107mm  by  63mm. 
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Copyright  Pendiivg 


All  W.P.D.H.  currency  similar  in  design  with  different  photo  on  back. 
Number  in  (  )  is  quantity  available.  Front/Back  colors  as  indicated. 


_  $20  Blue/green  on  gray.  Soapy  Smith  on  horse  (1) 

_  $10  Blue/green  on  blue.  Soapy  Smith  at  bar  (1) 

_  $5  Blue/green  on  tan.  Mail  call  at  Skagway  (1) 

_ _  $20  Blue/red  on  yellow.  Soapy  Smith  on  horse  (1) 

_  $100  Black  on  Pink,  Dawson  "Days  of  '98"  (3) 

Mail  orders  invited,  phone  orders  recommended  -  (907)  452 


$30-- 

$30-- 

$30-- 

$30-- 

$35-- 

6461. 
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ALASKA  AT  THE  FAIR,  1904 

by 

Dick  Hanscom 

When  you  mention  ’’the  Expo"  to  an  Alaskana  collector,  the  Alaska- 
Yukon-Paci f ic  Exposition,  held  in  Seattle  in  1909,  is  what  comes  to 
mind.  But  Alaska  participated  in  a  National  Exhibition  for  the  first 
time  at  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition. 


The  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  of  1904  was  held  to  commemorate  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  Purchase.  The  Louisiana  Purchase  was 
considered  at  the  time  the  "second  in  importance  in  the  nation’s 
development  only  to  the  American  revolution."  All  states  and 
territories  participated  in  this  Exposition,  including  the  District 
of  Alaska. 

An  "Appropriation  for  the  Alaskan  Exhibit  at  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition"  was  authorized  by  an  Act  of  Congress  dated  March  3,  1903: 
"District  of  Alaska  Exhibit:  To  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Alaska  to  provide  and  maintain  an  appropriate  and  creditable 
exhibit  of  the  products  and  resources  of  that  District  at  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Purchase  Exposition  in  the  city  of  Saint  Louis,  Missouri,  in  nine¬ 
teen  hundred  and  four,  and  a  suitable  building  to  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  exhibiting  the  products  and  resources  of  said  District, 
the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  expend  the 
same  in  such  manner  as  his  judgement  will  best  promote  the  objects 
for  which  said  sum  is  appropriated , ^in  accordance  with  the  rules  and 
regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  him." 

Thomas  Ryan,  First  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Chairman 
of  the  Alaska  Commission,  was  appointed  to  have  charge  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment  "of  the  elaboration"  of  the 
exhibit.  Governor  John  G.  Brady 
was  named  Executive  Commissioner, 
and  given  the  task  of  gathering 
materials  for  the  exhibits.  Hon¬ 
orary  Commissioners  were  the 
mayors  of  Ketchikan,  Juneau, 

Valdez,  Eagle  City,  Treadwell, 

Wrangell,  Douglas,  Skagway,  Nome, 
and  an  ex-mayor  of  Nome. 

The  hostess  for  the  Exhibit  was 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Hart.  She  and  the 

(continued  on  page  '*5) 
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South  of  50° 


EXPO  1904,  cont . 


attendants  at  the  Exhibit  were  all 
Alaskans,  selected  because  of  their 
knowledge  of  Alaska  and  its  products. 

"It  has  been  the  desire  of  the  Executive 
Committee  that  the  utmost  hospitality 
should  be  shown  to  all  visitors  at  the 
Alaska  Building,  and  the  commodious  and 
home-like  parlors  on  the  second  floor  of 
the  building  have  been  free  to  the 
public,  maids  being  employed  for  special 
attention  9to  the  wants  of  ladies  and 
children . " 


► 
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DISTRICT  OFALASKA 
t  EXHIBITS  v 


This  is  followed  by  over  30  pages 
cataloguing  the  exhibits  at  the  Alaska 
Building.  Many  pages  of  Alaskan  crafts 
(now  very  valuable  native  art  work)  are 
listed.  All  of  the  topics  covered  in  the 
forward  are  on  exhibit.  Most  prominent  in 
the  catalog  are  Alaska’s  natural  re¬ 
sources  . 

Alaska  is  well  known  for  it  gold.  Copper 
deposits  attracted  major  mining  opera¬ 
tions  to  the  Prince  William  Sound  region. 
Platinum  was  found  at  Goodnews  Bay.  Oil 
was  found  in  many  parts  of  the  territory. 
Coal  is  commercially  mined  only  at  the 
Usibelli  mine  in  Healy,  but  is  reported 
it  be  found  in  unbelievable  quantities  in 
the  Brooks  Range . 

Less  well  known  are  the  tin  deposits 
found  on  the  Seward  Peninsula.  The  first 
discovery  of  tin  was  made  by  the  U.S. 
Geological  Survey  in  1900  on  Buhner 
Creek.  The  first  commercial  production  of 
tin  was  in  1902.  Tin  City  was  the  site 
of  the  Bartels  Tin  Mining  Company:  "has 
expended  a  great  deal  of  money  in  devel¬ 
oping  the  ledges  of  Cape  Mountain.  He  has 
an  expensive  plant  equipped  with  electric 
drills,  and  is  tunneling  the  mountain  to 
cross-cut  the  veins  at  a  considerable 
depth  below  the  surface.  I  am  informed 
that  at  the  close  of  the  season  of  1904 
he  had  more  than  300  tons  of  high  grade 
tin  ore  in  this  dump." 

Tin  city  had  a  post  office  from  1904  to 
1909.  A  military  air  control  and 
communications  site  was  located  near 
here,  and  tokens  bearing  the  legend  Tin 
City  NC0  Club  were  issued. 


A  catalogue  of  the  exhibits  was  pub¬ 
lished.  This  is  the  publication  from 
which  the  preceding  quotes  are  taken.  It 
is  comprised  of  a  preface,  a  forward,  an 
up-to-date  map  of  the  District  of  Alaska. 
The  forward  has  a  brief  introduction  into 
the  history  of  Alaska,  testimonies  of 
people  familiar  with  Alaska  as  to  her 
riches  and  beauty,  and  information  about 
the  climate,  population,  public  lands, 
education,  mining,  fisheries,  furs, 
agriculture,  transportation,  forestry, 
government,  cities  and  towns,  social  and 
fraternal  organizations,  and  the  press. 


E.S.  Harrison,  in  "Nome  and  the  Seward 
Peninsular"  states  that  in  1903,  "about 
30  tons  were  shipped  out,  and  in  1904  not 
less  than  100  tons  of  ore  were 

exported."  Unfortunately,  Harrison  was  ^ 
bit  optimistic,  as  the  following  table 
shows  the  production  of  tin  in  the 

District  and  Territory  from  1902  to  1914 
as  reported  by  the  U.S.G.S.: 

(continued  on  page  46) 


Remember  -  Next  issue  will  be  mailed 
about  October  1! 


45 


NFLD  TRADE  $ 


EDITORIAL 

This  issue  was  really  fun  to  put  together! 
It  helps  if  there  is  some  neat  stuff  to 
put  in  it,  and  this  issue  has  something 
for  everyone . 

We  have  information  on  Alaskan,  Yukon, 
Newfoundland  and  Greenland.  The  only  area 
in  our  usual  coverage  that  we  missed  was 
Northwest  Territories. 

As  you  may  notice  from  the  issue  date  on 
the  front  page,  there  will  not  be  another 
issue  until  the  October  issue.  Now  this 
may,  I  emphasize  may,  go  in  the  mail 
early,  but  do  not  get  excited  if  you  don't 
get  another  issue  until  October. 

We  have  an  auction  coming  up  in  October, 
with  listings  going  out  early  in  September 
Active  bidders  will  receive  these.  If  you 
have  not  been  an  active  bidder  in  the 
past,  but  would  like  a  copy,  please  re¬ 
quest  one.  We  have  about  20  lots  of  world 
coins,  180  of  U.S.  coins  and  currency,  and 
between  20  and  40  lots  of  Alaskana.  If  you 
want  only  the  Alaskana,  please  request 
that . 

Finally,  no  one  tried  to  "foil"  our  sur¬ 
prise,  but  the  answer  to  the  "not  quite  a 
riddle"  is  found  in  the  article  about  "AK 
at  the  Fair,  1904." 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S/mod 

Subscription  Rates! 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector's  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5 
months . 

Classified  ads:  50  //line  (42  characters) 
Commercial  Advertisers,  write  for  rates. 


GANDER , 

The  famous  World  War  II  cargo  and  troop 
transport  aircraft,  the  Douglas  DC-3,  is 
depicted  on  Gander's  1992  "Aviation  Dollar" 
issued  by  the  Gander  and  Area  Chamber  of 
Commerce . 

The  Douglas  DC-3  aircraft  was  designed  in 
1934  by  the  Douglas  Aircraft  Company  and 
known  as  the  Douglas  Commercial-3.  It 
proved  to  be  the  first  real  viable  commer¬ 
cial  airliner.  Some  10,655  were  built  in 
the  U.S.  during  World  War  II,  and  it  had  a 
brilliant  career  being  a  very  important 
cargo  and  troop  transport.  Known  as  the  DC- 
3  or  the  C-47,  depending  on  the  model,  this 
workhorse  adapted  well  for  military  use  due 
to  its  long  range,  respectable  load  capa¬ 
city,  excellent  handling  characteristics 
and  low  maintenance  requirements. 

It  is  believed  that  over  2,000  DC-3 ' s  are 
still  in  use  around  the  world. 


The  trade  dollar,  illustrated  above,  was 
designed  by  Mr.  Greg  Seaward  of  Gander. 
Sherritt  Mint  of  Fort  Saskatchewan,  Alberta 
minted  the  token  on  33mm  nickel  bonded 
steel  blanks  and  gold  plated  a  small  quanti¬ 
ty. 

Nickel  Bonded  Steel  specimens  are  available 
for  $1.50,  while  the  gold  plated  specimens 
are  $5.50.  Prices  are  postpaid  from  the 
Gander  and  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce ,  109 
Trans  Canada  Hwy,  Gander,  Newfoundland,  Can¬ 
ada,  A1V  1P6 . 

Back  issues  of  Gander's  Aviation  Dollars 
are  available  postpaid  as  follows!  1984, 
1985,  1987,  1988  @  $3.50  each;  1989  <a  $3; 
1990  @  $2.50  and  1991  <a  $2  or  gold  plated  <a 
$6.50.  The  1982,  1983  and  1986  trade 
dollars  are  sold  out. 

-Jerry  Remick 
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EXPO  1 904 „  cont  . 


Year 

Tons 

Value 

1902 

15 

$  8,000 

1903 

25 

14,000 

1904 

14 

8,000 

1905 

6 

4,000 

1906 

34 

38,640 

1907 

22 

16,752 

1908 

25 

15,180 

1909 

11 

7,638 

1910 

10 

8,335 

1911 

61 

52,798 

1912 

130 

96,000 

1913 

69 

44,103 

1914a 

104 

66,560 

Preliminary  estimate. 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  above  table,  tin 
had  been  discovered  only  4  years  and 
commercially  produced  in  Alaska  for  only  2 
years  before  the  1904  Exposition.  So,  it 
is  quite  surprising  to  find  a  small  medal 
bearing  the  legend  ’’THIS  SOUVENIR  IS  MADE 
OF  ALASKA  TIN".  The  legend  on  the  other 
side  reads  "Louisiana  Purchase  Tower, 
Saint  Louis,  1904"  around  a  tower-like 
object.  This  tower  is  located  in  Forest 
Park . 


The  legend  is  partly  missing  along  the 
edge  on  both  sides  of  the  medal. 
Approximately  24mm  in  diameter,  the  medal 
was  either  struck  on  an  under-sized 
planchet  or  the  tin  has  deteriorated  and 
the  edge  was  removed  in  a  cleaning. 

Tin  is  not  a  very  stable  material.  It  will 
oxidize  like  many  medals  and  this  provides 
a  protective  layer  over  the  surfaces.  It 
is  subject  to  tin  plague, 

"an  infectious  alteration  of  the  crystal¬ 
line,  but  not  the  chemical,  structure  of 
tin,  associated  with  a  reduction  in  den¬ 
sity  and  thus  a  loosening  of  the  struc¬ 
ture.  In  this  phenomenon  gray  spots  are 
formed  on  tin  medal  medallions  or  tin  ob¬ 
jects,  which  expand,  proliferate,  and  then 
crumble,  forming  holes.  Eventually  the 
entire  coin  or  tin  object  disintegrates. 


"The  decomposition  of  tin  known  to  us, 
which  is  the  subject  under  consideration, 
occurs  therefore 

"1)  as  a  result  of  lower  temperatures, 
with  decomposition  occurring  more  rapidly 
as  it  becomes  colder,  and 

"2)  by  contact  of  the  tin  at  low 
temperatures  with  a  very  small  particle  of 
decomposed  tin,  or  through  an  initial 
transformation  of  the  tin  object  at  one 
point . 

"Tin  decomposes  from  this  point  within  a 
few  days  at  13  C.,  while  at  -50  C.  ^or 

example,  it  decomposes  within  two  hours." 

It  should  be  noted  that  13°  C.  is 

equivalent  to  55  F.,  while  -50  C.  is 

equal  to  -58  F,  something  of  more 

importance  to  Alaskans  than  to  most 
collectors,  especially  if  the  power  goes 
off  in  the  middle  of  the  winter!  Quite 

simply,  tin  medals  and  tokens  must  be 

stored  at  a  temperature  above  55  F. 

The  Alaskan  Tin  souvenir  medal  is  a  recent 
discovery.  Several  well  known  token  and 
medal  dealers  have  not  heard  of  it.  It  was 
also  unknown  to  Kaye  Dethridge  and  Ron 

Benice.  At  this  time,  it  is  considered 

unique . 

My  thanks  to  Candy  Waugaman ,  Rich  Hartzog, 
Paul  Cunningham,  Kaye  Dethridge  and  Ron 

Benice  for  their  help  in  gathering 
information  for  this  article. 

FOOTNOTES : 

^The  Exhibition  of  the  District  of  Alaska 
at  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition, 

Saint  Louis,  Missouri,  1904  (St.  Louis, 

M0.:  Woodward  &  Tiernan  Printing  Co., 

1^04),  page  iii. 

^ibid . ,  page  vi . 

Harrison,  E.S.,  "Nome  and  Seward  Penin¬ 
sula",  (Seattle,  date  unknown),  page  124. 

Henry  M.  Eakin,  "Tin  Mining  in  Alaska," 
Mineral  Resources  of  Alaska.  (U.S.G.S. 
Bulletin  622  Government  Printing  Office, 
19^5),  page  82. 

Gerhard  Welter,  Cleaning  and  Preserva¬ 
tion  of  Coins  and  Medallions.  (N.Y.:  Durst 
Publications,  1976),  page  25. 
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LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  EXPOSITION  MONTHLY  PASS 


Now,  you  may  ask  why  we  are  showing  you  this  item.  Granted,  we  are  doing  a  bit  about 
the  LPE,  but  a  pass  has  nothing  to  do  with  Alaska,  right?  Wrong.  This  pass,  issued  to 
Christia  Robinson,  a  waitress  at  the  Inside  Inn  is  a  faded  orange  with  a  photo  of  the 
bearer.  After  working  at  the  LPE,  Christia  Robinson  came  to  Alaska,  was  married,  and 
became  the  mother  of  a  prominent  Fairbanksan.  The  pass  is  in  the  possession  of  her 
grandson . 


f  DET  DANSKE  HOTEL 
S0NDRE  STR0MFJORD 


MIDDAG 


GREENLAND  MEAL  TOKENS 

S^ndre  Str^mfjord  is  the  site  of  an  American  airbase,  and  now 
an  international  airport,  making  it  an  important  transportation 
center.  Meal  tokens  from  Det  Danske  Hotel  are  known,  but  the 
two  to  the  left  are  a  new  variety. 

Middag  (dinner)  is  printed  in  red  while  Morganmad  (morning 
food)  is  printed  in  yellow.  The  printing  on  these  is  heavier 
than  on  previous  issues.  The  major  difference,  however,  is 
that  these  are  on  brushed  aluminum,  where  as  previous  issues 
have  been  on  polished  aluminum. 

It  is  probable  that  a  token  for  Frokost  (breakfast)  and  Kaffe 
m/brod  (coffee  and  bread)  also  exist  in  brushed  aluminum, 
(submitted  by  Jurgen  S^mod) . 
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MILES  CANYON  .and  LEWES  RIVER  TRAMWAY  CO 


"About  forty  miles  beyond  Carcross  the 
railway  again  comes  in  contact  with  the  old 
Klondike  route,  this  time  the  west  bank  of 
Lewes  river  near  the  head  of  the  dreaded 
Miles  canyon.  Here  was  encountered  by  those 
sturdy  gold  seekers  who  had  survived  the 
hardships  of  the  White  Pass  trail  the  most 
severe  test  of  their  nerves.  The  river  closes 
abruptly,  and  races,  with  terrifying 
velocity,  through  a  dark  narrow  canyon,  and 
then  over  a  series  of  turbulent  rapids. 
Canyon  and  rapids  together  make  five  miles  of 
rushing,  seething,  foaming  waters  that  well 
might  cast  terror  into  the  hearts  of  the 
bravest . 


"Later,  enterprising  men  built  crude  tramways 
to  carry  boats  and  freight  past  these  obsta¬ 
cles.  One  of  these  tramways  was  laid  along 
the  east  bank  of  the  river  and  at  its  norther¬ 
ly  end,  below  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  there 
grew  up  the  old  town  of  Whitehorse.  Another 
was  build  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  ter¬ 
minating  at  the  present  town  of  Whitehorse." 


Jim  Robb  sent  these  in.  Of  particular  inter¬ 
est  is  the  baggage  transfer  check  from  Canyon 
to  White  Horse.  The  passage  ticket  is  dated 
October  8,  1899. 
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* 

FARE 
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Issned  by  Canadian  Development  Co„  Ltd. 
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Via  Miles  Canyon  and  Lewes 
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Issned  by  Canadian  Development  Co.,  Ltd. 
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►P 
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FROM 

White  Horse 

— TO — 

ROINT  WRITTEN  IN  MARGIN . 

O 

n 

1  1 
z 

0 

ON  CONDITIONS  NAMED  IN  CONTRACT. 

Via  C.  D.  CO. 

FIRST-CLASS 

INCLUDING 

M  fals  and  Open  Berth 

ISSUED  BY 


■  Canadian  Development  Company, 


MITEO. 
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GOOD  FOR  ONE  PASSAGE  AS  INDICATED 

When  properly  signed  and  witnessed. 


§  8" 

Ticket  ajtd  C^ufKqj  or  coupons  attached,  subject  to 
limitationsSfs  specify.  1  thereon,  and  >o  the  following 
Contract,  v^idj'thg- Purchaser  agrees  to. 

1.  If  purw^ie&o^  ijalf  tare,  this  ticket  is  good  only 
for  a  child  finder-twelve  years  of  ;ige. 

2.  In  selEig^tis&^cket  and  checkii  ggage  '  e- 
on,  this  C^fppihy  $fcts  as  agent,  an.  not  "  pon- 
sible.beyoitd'.if*Jo\53J  line. 

3.  This  Ticket  ifVoid  if  not  officially  stamped,  or 
if  any  altcfratidns  qti  erasures  are  made  hereon,  or  if 
more  thanCbneajah^is  cancelled. 

.  4-  No  i~SppT£)VOr  will  be  allowed  unless  permit¬ 
ted  by  loeffl’ regula^jAns  of  the  lines  over  wh.ch  this 
ticket  reacts,  aild  no  agent  is  authorised  to  make  an y 
represent^iSoihr  a^to  what  such  regulatu  as  are;  it. 
may  be  exchaiigeifhy  agents,  pursers,  or  conductors 
at  any  poijht  f6r  tickets  or  checks  conforming  to  such 
regulations.  §  ^ 

-  5.  If  th^couponS  are  punched  or  marked  Second- 
Class  the  pasgpngef  is  entitled  to  Second-Class  pass¬ 
age  only.  2  * 

6.  This  ticket^  syfcxd  and  will  not  be  accepted  for 
passage  after&dafS^punched  or  cancelled  in  the  mar¬ 
gin  hereof.  05  0* 

7.  This  tic^ef  fetNot  Transferable',  and  the 
Tis  (or  her)  identity  as  the  original 

sps  Bpket  by  writing  his  (or  her)  signa- 
lewneans  necessary,  when  «-.}uested 
rsert,  othewk  Jt  may  be  t&ken  up, 

■  a,, 


holder  will  pp 
purchaser  of 
ture,  and  by 

by  agents  or _ 

cancelled  and  full  fare  colli 
8.  Baggage  LiiabililsV  imled  to  wearing 
apparel  only.  Each  tickets^1  aHorwSl  150  lbs.  of  bag¬ 
gage  free,  and  not  exceeding'  <3he  Jt^undred  Dollars 
in  valuation,  and  half  tickets  id'jikb-proportion.  AH 
exceeding  this  rate  and  valuation  wfll  be  charged  for. 
This  Company  shall  not  tie  hjslctSaccountable  for 


Merchandise,  Notes,  Bonds,'Cf)o5liments,  Specie, 
Bullion,  Jewelry  or  similar  ’valijj|bl£3,  nor  stores  to  be 
landed  under  designation  df  baggAgb,  unless  Bills  of 
Lading  are  regularly  siv^(fed.,and.jfei)jht  charges  paid 
thereon,  and  under  np^ij/cilmsthnc^s  shall  this  Com¬ 
pany  be  held  responsible  In  ■case'*  of  cjdss  of  baggage 
for  over  one  hundred  dol  Vrs  unless  ®Ktra  charge  has 


0.  ^ 

Lvcnfftny  steamer  or 
e  anointed  time  or 
Sthis  Company 
heft|naintenance  of 


been  paid  on 

9.  Should  any  occurren 
conveyance  from  leaving 
result  in  the  loss  or  detention, 
shall  not  be  held  responsible?  f< 
passengers  nor  for  any  loss' 
lay ;  and  in  the  case  of  s 
Company  reserves  the 

Lv  j  ts  affpote-or  ruftpes..  _ 

10.  No  agent  or  employee  has  any 
or  waive  in  any  manner  any  of  thq 
in  this  Contract. 

11.  This  Company  does  not  unde: 
passage  across  the  tramway  bdlwei 
and  White  Horse  Rapids,  but  di 
vey  free  of  charge  150  lbs.  of  baggage  for  each  pass¬ 
enger. 

a 


S  ignaiu  re 


from  such  de¬ 
steamers  this 
fh  the  passen- 
■jU  .  _  .  .  _ 

ower  to  modify 
ditions  named 

ke  to  provide 
Miles  Canyon 
lertake  to  con- 


Witness. 


\IU . 

Ticket  Agent. 
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In  case  of  erro£dh  part  of  agent  or  purser,  or  question  of 
doubt  between  purchaser  and  agents  or  pursers,  pay  latter's 
claim,  take  his  receipt  and  all  errors  and  irregularities  report¬ 
ed  to  the  General  Office  will  receive  prompt  attention.  f 

Canadian  Development  Company,  Ltd. 

H-  MAITLAND  KERSEY,  Managing  Director, 

General  Offices.  32  Fort  St.,  VICTORIA,  B.  C. 


Quoted  text  in 
from  "Yukon-Land 
Canadian  Dept. 
Northwest  Terr. 
1930. 


the  left  column  is 
of  the  Klondike",  by 
of  the  Interior, 
and  Yukon  Branch, 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 


Worth 
.25  In 
Trade  At 
The  Reluctant 


pi  ^  K 

Fishsrnian 

Cordova 

Alaska 


CORDOVA:  The  Reluctant  Fisherman,  worth 
.25  at.  Blue  on  copper  colored  plastic, 
38mm . 


L. 


Struck  Pay  at 

i'  .W./'v  . 

The  Hunter 


Miners  and  Me 
Bank  of  Al« 


NOME,  ALASl^ 


Capital 


$ 


Hunter  Rye  and  Old  Crow  Bourbon. 
JCc  HALL,  frianagor. 


When  you  want  a  GOOD  DRINK  go  to 

THE  NEVADA 


v  ' 


tv 


Youhg  &  Van  Sickle,  l^rops. 


./.Best  Llauors  :and  Cigars... 

BILLIARDS  AND  POOL. 


*** 


15-year  old  Lacy  Whisky  12k. 


t 


* 


NEXT  A.  B.  WALL.  NOME 


J.  E.  CIIILBERG,  Pres 
J.  S.  KIMBALL.  Vice  1 
W.  L.  COLLIER,  Mane 
C.  G.  COWDEN.  Cashi 
J.  J.  COLE,  Ass’t  Casbi 

A.  VV.  KAH.  A seayer. 


CarstensB 
&  DashU 


PORN  PED 

BEEF  AIMb  Ml 

/  KILLED  WEEKl 

- , _ 

‘  V  1 

AkSS.B  •  LAMB  8 


MARKET: 

126  Front  St 


FAIRBANKS:  Daily  News-Miner,  1990,  Merry 
Christmas,  1  oz .  silver,  39mm. 


ALASKA  &  YUKON:  North  American  Transporta¬ 
tion  &  Trading  Company  (N.A.T.&T.Co) , 
brass  identification  tag,  39mm  with  slot 
(submit-ted  by  Ron  Benice). 


WHITEHORSE,  Y.T.:  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
Yukon  Chapter  38,  G.R.B.C.  Bronze,  33mm 
(not  il-lustrated  in  Hill-Simpson) . 


NOME:  The  Hunter,  12  1/2  Cents.  Illustra¬ 
ted  in  an  ad  in  the  Nome  Daily  Nugget, 
date  not  known.  Does  this  make  us  recon¬ 
sider  Douglas  17b?  (submitted  by  Kaye 
Dethridge) . 


SEWARD:  Seward  Bill's  Club,  set  of  chips 
all  ceramic:  5/  is  green  on  white,  with 
the  2  of  25  scratchted  out;  25/  green  on 
white;  50/  gold  on  red;  $1  gold  on  blue. 
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WHITEHORSE 


YUKON  PAPER  POTPOURRI 


‘Mackenzie  RV  ‘Par, ^  & 
Charti&s  Restaurant 


KLONDIKE:] 


are  pleased  to  offer  an 


2288v2^ 


EARLY  BIRO  SPECIAL 


This  note  entitles  you  to  up  to  $2.00  off  of  any  dinner  entree 
•  per  person  between  5pm  &  6pm  nightly. 

Please  present  this  coupon  upon  arrival  to  be  validated 


Westmark 


KLONDIKE  INN 


Three  in  conjunction  with  Charlies  Restaurant,  Westmark  Klondike  Inn:  MacKenzie  RV  Park, 
black  on  yellow;  Sour-dough  City  RV  Park,  black  on  buff;  Takhini  Hot  Springs,  black  on 
green.  All  "up  to  $2  off  of  any  dinner  entree". 


Charlie's  Restaurant 

Open  5:30p.m.  -  11:00p.m. 


Wfestmark 

KLONDIKE  INN 


After  6:00p.m.  this  note  entitles  you  to 
FIVE  DOLLARS 

off  your  dinner  entree  or  after  the  Follies 
dessert  decadently  delicious  chocolate 


2288-2ND  AVENUE,  WHITEHORSE,  YUKON 

Cannot  be  used  with  any  other  program  or  discount 


Charlie’s  Restaurant  Westmark  Klondike  Inn,  "$5  off",  brown  on  yellowish  paper. 

Top  of  next  page:  "$10  Worth  of  Gasoline...  At  Second  Ave .  Chevron...  Compliments  of 
Westmark  Klondike  Inn.  Brown  on  yellowish  paper.  All  of  these  submitted  by  Les  Hill. 
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WHITEHORSE 


YUKON  RARER  POTPOURR I ,  cont . 


This  Coupon  Entitles 


Name 


To  $10.00  Worth  of  Gasoline 
With  Any  Fill  up 
At  Second  Avenue  Chevron 

2240  SECOND  AVENUE 


Signed 


VCestmark 

KLONDIKE  INN 


Compliments  of 
Westmark  Klondike  Inn 
2288  Second  Avenue 
Whitehorse,  Yukon 


L.F.C.  Watling,  General  Manager 


Offer  is  good  from  October  1,  1990,  to  April  30,  1991.  Cannot  be  used  with  any  other  offer.  No  cash  value 


THE  CUSTOM 
FRAMING  SPECIALISTS 


You  have  just  purchased  a  beautiful  piece  of  artwork 

by  \J  ( n\ 


a  well-known  Yukon  Artist. 


We  at  YUKON  GALLERY  will  be  pleased  to  assist  you  in 
designing  custom  framing  that  will  enhance  the  beauty  of  your 
newly  acquired  artwork  and  conserve  it  in  its  original  condition 
for  years  to  come. 


COME  AND  SEE  THE  SPECIALISTS  AND  RECEIVE  A 


Not  Valid  if  not  signed  by  artist. 

Not  Valid  with  other  regular  Gallery  Discounts;  Framing  Sales  or  Poster  Package. 


15  Vo  &U 


yukon  gallery 

promoting  Yukon  art  G?  %/ 


*5%  6U 


15%  off  your  next  framing  order  at  Yukon  Gallery 

This  one-time  coupon  applies  to  any  custom  framing,  dry  mounting,  laminating  or 
photograph  mounts.  Over  130  in-stock  moldings  to  choose  from ... 


3  -  5  DAY  DELIVERY 


Expiry  Date:  May  31,1 992 


One  Coupon  Per  Customer 


YUKON  GALLERY:  Framing  discount  coupons.  Top  is  black  on  hot  pink,  while  the  bottom  is 
black  on  pale  gray  (submitted  by  Jim  Robb). 


51 


ALASKAN  TOKCN  CO 


«£TOR 

A.R.C.I.  •  P.0.  Box  72 

Uni  TTUl?  VT\F  MTTUDT7D  O 


€r 


POLAR  NUMISMATIST 

A.R.C.I.  •  P.0.  Box  72832,  Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707  •  (907)  452-6461  •  Subscription  $10.00/year 


VOLUME  XIV,  NUMBER  8. 


OCTOBER,  1992. 


NUMISMATIC  SOUVENIRS  OF 

FORT  ROSS 


FORT  ROSS  INTERPRETIVE  ASSOCIATION,  INC. 
19005  Coast  Highway  1  •  Jenner,  California  95450 


In  the  September  1985  issue  of  ATC&PN,  we  reported  a  replica  of  the 
"Friend  of  Russia"  medal  issued  by  the  Fort  Ross  Interpretive  Associa¬ 
tion.  Recently,  World  Coin  News  illustrated  a  Siberian  coin  with  the 
marking  "Fort  Ross".  A  couple  of  weeks  later,  a  letter  to  the  editor 
explained  that  this  was  also  issued  by  the  Fort  Ross  Interpretive 
Association.  This  prompted  me  to  get  in  touch  with  them  and  see  what 
they  might  have  available. 


Accompanying  this  issue  of  the  newsletter  is  a  copy  of  their  brochure 
"A  walking  tour  of  Fort  Ross  State  Historical  Park".  We  think  you 
will  find  this  of  interest  as  it  gives  a  very  good,  brief  history  of 
Fort  Ross. 


Currently,  the  F.R.I.A.  has  two  different  numismatic  souvenirs.  These 
are  illustrated  on  page  54  and  the  texts  of  the  inserts  are  also  re¬ 
produced  . 

The  "Allies  of  Russian"  medal  reported  in  the  September,  1985  issue 
of  ATC&PN  was  edgemarked  "Fort  Ross  Interp.  Assn . --1981" .  This  piece 
was  manufactured  in  Taiwan  and  struck  in  brass.  This  is  no  longer 
available  from  FRIA. 

The  current  version  of  the  "Allies  of  Russian"  medal  was  ordered  from 
The  Hermitage  in  St.  Petersburg,  Russia.  Issued  this  year,  1,000 
pieces  were  manufactured.  The  mintage  is  "open"  and  more  will  be 
ordered  as  demand  warrants.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  die 
work  on  the  current  medal  is  less  detailed,  and  appears  to  be  from  an 
excessively  polished  die.  This  piece  is  struck  in  copper  and  nickel 
plated.  This  medal  is  marked  on  the  loop  "FRIA". 

The  F.R.I.A.  provides  the  following  information:  "The  "Allies  of 
Russia"  medal  is  once  more  available  in  the  Fort  Ross  Bookstore.  When 
supplies  ran  low  late  last  year.  Dr.  Boris  Karpov  of  the  Hermitage 
Museum,  St.  Petersburg,  Russia  was  contracted  to  produce  the  medals 
for  the  FRIA  Bookstore.  The  first  prototypes  arrived  last  April,  and 
the  finished  medals  (with  small  the  FRIA  stamp  on  the  ring)  were 
available  to  Park  visitors  by  mid-July.  Plans  are  underway  to  order 
appropriate  ribbon  for  the  medals  from  Moscow.  In  the  meantime.  Dr. 
Svetlana  Federova  of  the  Institute  of  Anthropology  and  Ethnography  in 
Moscow,  recommends  suspending  them  from  a  leather  thong." 

(continued  on  page  54) 


North  of  60° 


South  of 50° 


EDITORIAL 

Our  thanks  go  to  the  folks  at  the  Fort 
Ross  Interpretive  Association  for  pro¬ 
viding  the  enclosed  brochure  outlining  the 
history  of  the  Russian  American  Company's 
activities  in  California.  I  was  planning 
on  doing  some  research  concerning  Fort 
Ross,  but  quite  frankly,  this  covers  the 
subject  very  well.  Information  can  be 
found  on  the  front  page  of  this  issue 
concerning  the  numimatic  souvenirs  of  Fort 
Ross . 

If  you  are  impressed  by  their  activities, 
use  the  application  blank  on  the  back  of 
the  brochure  and  join  the  Fort  Ross 
Interpretive  Association! 

This  will  be  a  short  issue  this  time.  It 
is  being  sent  early  so  that  those  who  wish 
to  bid  on  Alaskan  items  in  our  October  3rd 
auction  will  have  sufficient  time  to  do 
so.  Please  examine  this  listing  carefully 
as  there  is  some  nice  material  here.  The 
listing  in  short.  Of  particular  interest 
to  token  collectors  and  those  interested 
in  commercial  history,  see  lot  224.  This 
is  a  gold  mine  of  information. 

Don't  miss  a  chance  to  bid  on  the  official 
Alaska  State  Gold  Medals.  These  are  quite 
scarce  and  no  longer  available  from  the 
source . 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  published  10  times  per  year,  is  a 
publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  Invest¬ 
ments.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S/mod 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector's  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5 
months . 

Classified  ads:  50  //line  (42  characters) 
Commercial  Advertisers,  write  for  rates. 


MOUNTAIN  OF  TIN 

As  a  brief  follow-up  to  our  Alaska  Tin 
article  last  month  we  have  the  following 
from  a  Dawson  paper  (sorry  lost  the  name) 
of  October  2,  1902,  reprinted  from  the 
Valdez  Prospector: 

"What  is  supposed  to  be  one  the  of  the  most 
important  discoveries  yet  made  in  the 
Copper  river  valley  is  that  of  a  mountain 
of  tin  ore  located  a  few  weeks  ago  by  A.W. 
Tibbets,  of  this  place."  (Valdez) 

"Mr.  Tibbets  returned  last  Monday  from  the 
interior  with  some  fine  specimens  of 
copper,  gold  and  tin  ore,  and  while  there 
can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  richness  of  the 
copper  quartz,  it  is  not  known  how  valuable 
the  tin  is,  as  note  of  the  ore  has  been 
assayed,  but  it  is  believed  by  many  men  who 
have  examined  the  ore,  that  it  is  quite 
valuable.  Should  this  be  the  case,  this 
discovery  will  be  one  of  the  most  important 
that  has  been  made  in  Alaska,  as  a  good  tin 
mine  is  worth  as  much  as  a  gold  mine. 

Small  specimens  of  tin  ore  have  been  found 
before  in  the  Copper  river  vallley  and  the 
natives  have  often  been  seen  with  fine 
samples,  but  they  would  not  tell  the  white 
man  where  they  got  it.  They  called  the 
metal  silver. 

Mr.  Tibbets  discovered  this  quartz  in  July 
near  Mount  Wrangel .  He  found  almost  a  moun¬ 
tain  of  it  and  located  54  claims.  The  ore 
is  very  highly  mineralized  and  contains 
some  free  gold.  Large  quantities  of  the  tin 
is  found  native.  Pieces  of  ore  were  roasted 
over  a  camp  fire  and  the  tin  came  out 
easily  and  appears  to  be  of  good  quality. 

The  tin  ore  is  found  on  the  Chetaslina 
river,  which  flows  into  the  Copper  about 
forty  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Kotsina, 
and  is  not  far  from  the  celebrated  Kotsina 
properties . " 

It  is  very  interesting  to  read  some  of  the 
local  press  accounts  of  mining  discoveries. 
It  is  almost  as  if  the  reporter  is  a  sales¬ 
man  for  a  securities  company  selling  shares 
in  the  new  discovery!  They  rarely  say  that 
the  discovery  is  of  minor  importance,  and 
never  say  that  it  is  worthless.  Just  how 
much  tin  is  coming  out  of  the  Copper  River 
region  these  days? 
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FORT  ROSS  ,  cont. 


A  MEDAL  OF  RUSSIAN  AMERICA 
“ALLIES  OF  RUSSIA” 

(replica) 

Minted  in  two  sizes  for  presentation 
to  chiefs  and  elders  of  those  Indian 
and  Esquimo  tribes  which  maintained 
friendly  relations  with  the  Russian 
colonists,  one  of  these  medals  was 
presented  to  Porno  Chief  Chougouan  at 
Fort  Ross  in  1817  by  Captain-Lieutenant 
Hagemeister,  an  explorer  and  naval  off¬ 
icer  who  later  became  Governor  of 
Alaska  and  successor  to  Baranov  in  the 
Russian  American  Company.  The  pre¬ 
sentation  celebrated  the  execution  of  a 
mutual  protection  treaty  which  gave 
Russia  certain  “judicial  rights”  at  Fort 
Ross. 

On  one  side  of  the  medal  is  the 
Russian  double-headed  eagle  bearing 
on  its  breast  the  monogram  of  (Tsar) 
Alexander  I  and,  on  the  other  side,  is 
the  inscription  “ALLIES  OF  RUSSIA” 

(Soiuzyne  Rossii). 

An  original  of  this  medal  was  offered  in 
a  Joseph  Lepcyck  (circa  1975)  sale  of 
numismatic  material  that  included  Russian 
medals.  It  is  also  mentioned  by  Valery 
Durov  in  articles  about  medals  issued  to 
commemorate  Russian  eastward  expansion. 
The  lack  of  mention  of  these  medals,  and 
their  failure  to  appear  at  auction  leads 
one  to  believe  they  are  scarcer  than  the 
more  well  known  and  more  popular 
"sealskin"  notes  issued  by  the  Russian- 
America  Company. 

The  legend  is  translated  by  Durov  as 
"Friendly  to  Russia"  and  by  other  sources 
as  "Allies  of  Russia". 

The  Siberian  5  Kopek  coin  was  found  at 
Fort  Ross,  and  was  used  as  the  master  for 
the  mold.  These  replicas  marked  Fort 


A  COIN  OF  RUSSIAN  AMERICA 

(replica) 

Colonists  sent  out  by  the  Russian- 
American  Company  carried  coins  with 
them  from  Russia  and  Siberia.  This  is  a 
replica  of  a  Siberian  five-kopeck  copper 
coin. 

The  front  of  the  coin  shows  two  Si¬ 
berian  sables  holding  a  crowned  shield 
with  the  denomination  and  date  of  the 
coin.  Around  the  edge  are  the  words 
“Siberian  Money.” 

On  the  reverse  is  a  crowned  Ell  for 
Empress  Catherine  the  Second  (Ekater¬ 
ina  II). 

A  similar  ten-kopeck  Siberian  coin 
was  recently  found  at  Fort  Ross,  Cali¬ 
fornia. 

In  addition  to  copper  and  silver 
coins  issued  by  the  Imperial  Govern¬ 
ment,  the  Russian-American  Company 
issued  its  own  money,  printed  on  paper 
and  sealskin,  which  was  the  official 
currency  for  the  American  colonies. 

Ross  are  cast  in  Auburn,  California  by 
Mr.  Bill  Russell  for  the  FRIA  Bookstore 
in  lots  of  100  as  demand  requires. 

Both  the  medal  and  the  coin  are  available 
from  the  FRIA  Bookstore  for  $3.50  each. 
Please  include  $1  postage  for  the  first 
piece  ordered,  and  25  cents  for  each 
additional  piece. 

A  paperback  book  is  also  available  from 
the  FRIA  Bookstore  titled  "Outpost  of 
Empire".  This  book  is  a  history  of  Fort 
Ross,  and  is  priced  at  $3.50.  Please 
include  $1  postage  for  each  book  ordered. 

Please  include  7.5%  sales  tax  on  all 
orders  (even  non-Californian  orders). 
Orders  may  be  placed  with  the  address  on 
the  front  page. 
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Winter  Carnival 
\v  1979 


Winter  Carnival 
X  1979 


REPUBLIC  OF  FAIRBANKS 


REPUBLIC  OF  FAIRBANKS 


PAPER  POTPOURRI 

_ __;y 

•i  "  _ 


FAIRBANKS:  Winter  Carnival  1979.  Obviously  for  a  "Monte  Carlo  Night”.  The  ”100”  is  black 
on  yellow,  while  the  ”500”  is  black  on  peach.  Both  are  hand  cut,  approximately  53mm  by 


109mm. 


*  >•  .*•••  •>'  > 


/■•Xvv*'.- 


"Tho  Yur  Round  Toy  Star** 
WMVilkyRilt 
4001  Gain  Road 
Pajrbanfci,  AK  99709 
479-7333 


SBri  'X  '  1 

:  ■  -»a ,  .  ' 


i  .tt-:  .-.-lx.. 


.25  0 


„  This  certificate  can  be  u  ted  to  purchase  .25 «  worth  of  merchandise  *t  The 
Toy  Quest.  Thank  you  for  supporting  our  "Books  for  Schools"  program. 
A  portion  of  the  revenue  will  be  used  to  purchase  "Battle  of  the  Books" 
books  for  the  shcool  designated  by  you. 


and  Toy  Store* 
Uey  Plaza 
:i«  Road 
AK  99709 
7335 


.50  0 


No  Cash  Value 


Valid  after  ^  ^  ^  193? 


ate  can  be  used  to  purchase  .50«  worth  of  merchandise  at  The 
Thank  you  for  supporting  our  "Books  for  Schools"  program, 
f  the  revenue  will  be  used  to  purchase  "Battle  of  the  Books" 

|ie  shcool  designated  by  you.  U  1  ]992 

7  alue  V  alid  after _ 


FAIRBANKS:  The  Toy  Quest.  Certificates  for  25  and  50  cents.  The  25  cents  is  black  on 
bright  green;  the  50  cents  is  black  on  yellow.  Not  valid  after  Sep  01  1992,  both  are  50mm 
by  101mm.  ?  - — — - . . . 


Wa?p  i  \ 

5.10  -AK 


FAIRBANKS 

ALASKA 


Mr.  John  Kolly, 


Town. 
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ALASKA  RARE  COIN  INVESTMENTS 
E  .  O  .  BOX  72832  —  55  1  SECOND  AVE  . 

FAIRBANKS  ,  ALASKA  99707 
(907)  452-6461 

AUCTION:  TO  BE  HELD  AT  7:00,  OCTOBER  3rd  IN  FAIRBANKS.  These  are  just  the  Alaskan 

items.  If  you  want  a  complete  listing,  please  call  or  write.  Send  bids  to  the  address 
above.  Phone  bids  may  be  called  in  between  10AM  and  5PM  Alaska  time,  Monday  through 
Saturday . 


ALASKANA 


ESTIMATE 


221 


222 


125.00+ 


250.00+ 


219  Official  State  of  Alaska  Bullion  Medals.  Complete  set  of  1  ounce  silver 

medals  minted  Alaska  Precious  Metals  from  1989  to  1991.  Also  included  is 
an  extra  1989  1  ounce  medal  with  a  plain  edge,  a  variety  we  hardly  see. 

A  total  of  4  medals.  80.00 

220  Official  State  of  Alaska  Bullion  Medal,  1989,  1/10  ounce  medal. 

1989  was  the  only  year  all  four  sizes  of  gold  were  struck.  With  217 
pieces  minted,  the  1/10  ounce  piece  had  the  highest  mintage  of  all.  But 
as  we  are  sure  you  realize,  210  is  not  a  very  large  mintage,  and  this 
piece  is  quite  scarce.  This  is  a  rare  opportunity  to  acquire  this  piece 
along  with  the  following  two  lots. 

Official  State  of  Alaska  Bullion  Medal,  1989,  1/4  ounce  gold  medal. 

The  mintage  was  only  103  for  this  piece.  Only  the  1/2  ounce  gold  was 
lower.  Very  scarce  and  worthy  of  a  strong  bid. 

Official  State  of  Alaska  Bullion  Medal,  1990,  1/10  ounce  sold  medal. 

In  1990,  only  1/10  and  1  ounce  medals  were  struck  in  gold.  The  one  ounce 

is  so  scarce,  we  never  received  the  two  pieces  that  we  ordered.  The  piece 

offered  here  has  a  mintage  of  only  120,  making  it  almost  as  scarce  as 

the  1989  1/4  ounce  above.  To  our  knowledge,  no  gold  were  struck  in 

1991.  125.00+ 

223  White  Pass  &  Yukon  Railroad,  3.5  inch  uniface  bronze  medal.  Minted  in  1982 

from  an  antique  souvenir  ashtray  die.  Only  100  pieces  were  made  to  our 

order,  and  these  sold  out  within  three  months.  It  has  been  several  years 

since  we  have  been  able  to  offer  one  of  these  for  sale.  Depicted  is  the 

train  going  around  Rocky  Point,  with  the  double  engines  furthest  from 

the  viewer.  Very  attractive  antique  bronze,  sure  to  spark  competitive 

bidding.  175.00 

224  Alaska  Book:  "Statement  of  General  and  Particular  Average  and  Special 

Charges  on  Cargo  case  of  the  S.S.  Northwestern  (Alaska  Steamship  Com¬ 
pany)".  On  December  11,  1927,  the  S.S.  Northwestern  ran  aground  at  Cape 
Mudge,  British  Columbia.  Passengers,  crew,  mail,  perishable  cargo,  and 
ship's  portable  furniture  were  removed.  The  owners  instructed  Pacific 
Salvage  Company  to  salvage  the  cargo  and  bring  the  vessel  to  drydock. 

This  book  is  an  inventory  of  the  cargo,  listing  consignor  (who  shipped 
it),  the  consignee  (to  whom  it  was  sent)  and  the  value.  Careful 
examination  shows  a  wealth  of  information  for  the  researcher. 

Fascinating  document  of  400  pages,  surely  a  small  printing.  200.00+ 

230  Gold  Nugget  Bracelet.  A  beautiful  piece  with  13  small  nuggets  with 
the  traditional  jump  rings  between  each  one.  The  clasp  is  a  nice 
14kt .  lobster  claw.  The  nuggets  have  character,  some  with  quartz 
showing.  Total  weight  is  about  6  pennyweight.  New,  this  would  cost 
about  $400.  This  has  been  worn,  but  none  of  the  rings  show  wear. 

7  3/4  inches  long.  300 .00-400 .00 
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Edward  Campbell  Willis,  an  Alaskan  pioneer  who  issued  an  interesting 

AND  LITTLE  KNOWN  GROUP  OF  TOKENS  AND  ALLIED  PIECES,  WAS  BORN  IN  COLUM 

bia,  Missouri  in  1874.  His  parents  had  wandered  half  the  world  over 

IN  SEARCH  OF  OPPORTUNITY  AND  SUCCESS.  THE  LURE  OF  THE  RAPIDLY  EXPAND 
ING  WESTERN  FRONTIER  DREW  THE  FAMILY  TO  SANTA  FE,  NEW  MEXICO  IN  1»6U . 

For  three  years,  Ed  Willis  spent  his  childhood  there  in  one  of  the 

WILDEST  AND  MOST  COLORFUL  TOWNS  IN  THE  SOUTHWEST.  IN  THE  FALL  OF  1883 

the  Willis  family  migrated  to  Helena,  Montana,  then  the  major  supply 

CENTER  FOR  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  NORTHERN  PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 


After  several  years  in  the  Helena  area,  Ed  and  his  father  trekked  120 

MILES  ON  FOOT  IN  THE  DEAD  OF  WINTER  TO  THE  PROPOSED  SITE  OF  GRAND 

Falls,  Montana.  The  family  spent  another  three  lean  years  there 

BEFORE  A  FINAL  MOVE  IN  1888  TO  TACOMA,  WASHINGTON,  WHERE  ED  S  PARENTo 
ACHIEVED  A  DEGREE  OF  SUCCESS  AND  PERMANENCE  IN  THEIR  LIVES. 


By  1895  Edward  Willis  had  tried  his  had  at  almost  everything  in 
Tacoma  area.  He  struck  out  on  his  own,  working  slowly  northwest  and 

5ETTLING  FOR  A  BRIEF  PERIOD  NEAR  TRAIL,  BRITISH  COLUMBIA,  WHERE  HE 
LIVED  A  CATCH-AS-CATCH-CAN  EXISTENCE. 

The  electrifying  news  of  the  Klondike  gold  strike  drew  Willis  and 

HUNDREDS  OF  OTHERS  TO  SEATTLE,  THE  JUMPING-OFF  POINT  FOR  THE  NORTH 

country.  He  arrived  in  Seattle  with  nothing  to  his  name  but  a  burning 

DESIRE  TO  GO  NORTH.  UNABLE  TO  AFFORD  THE  ASTRONOMICAL  FEE  FOR  PASSAGE 

to  Skagway,  Willis  persuaded  a  friend  who  had  already  secured  a 

TICKET  TO  GO  ON  BOARD  FIRST,  THEN  TO  THROW  THE  TICKET  DOWN  TO  HIM  IN 
AN  OLD  SHOE.  THE  SCHEME  WORKED,  AND  WlLLIS  MANAGED  TO  BOARD  THE  SHIP, 
WHERE  HE  LIVED  AS  A  STOWAWAY  FOR  THE  ENTIRE  TRIP  TO  SKAGWAY, 

By  the  time  Willis  arrived  in  1897,  Skagway  was  a  wide-open  boom  town 

WITHOUT  EFFECTIVE  LAW  AND  ORDER,  A  MECCA  FOR  EVERY  CROOK,  GAMBLER  AND 
ADVENTURER  IN  THE  NORTHWEST.  WlLLIS,  ANXIOUS  TO  GET  THROUGH  THE 
WINTER  AND  TO  BUILD  A  STAKE  FOR  THE  SPRING  RUSH,  SECURED  TEMPORARY  EM- 

(CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  59) 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 

Our  thanks  this  month  to  the  folks  at 
Western  Publishing,  Inc.  for  permission  to 

REPRINT  AN  ARTICLE  FROM  THE  WHITMAN  NUMIS¬ 
MATIC  Journal  of  July,  1965.  While  some 

OF  YOU  "OLD  TIMERS"  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  AWARE  OF 
THIS  ARTICLE,  WE  WERE  NOT.  KURTIS  HAWK 
BROUGHT  IT  TO  OUR  ATTENTION,  AND  OUR 
THANKS  ALSO  GO  TO  HIM. 

Over  the  years,  we  have  done  a  number  of 

ARTICLES  ON  CLEARY  AND  CHATANIKA,  PIECING 
TOGETHER  INFORMATION  THAT  BECOMES  AVAIL¬ 
ABLE.  This  article,  now  27  years  old,  adds 

VERY  NICELY  TO  OUR  KNOWLEDGE  OF  EDWARD  C. 

Willis.  Now  all  we  need  is  some  inside 

INFORMATION  ON  THOMAS  FREDERICK  "FRITZ" 

Welch,  and  the  story  would  be  complete! 

As  Christmas  approaches,  you  may  want  to 

LEAVE  THIS  ISSUE  IN  A  CONSPICUOUS  PLACE 
WHERE  A  SPOUSE  OR  OTHER  FAMILY  MEMBER 
WOULD  FIND  IT.  CHECK  OFF  THE  ITEMS  YOU 

WOULD  LIKE,  AND  YOU  CAN  MAKE  THEIR  CHRIST¬ 

MAS  SHOPPING  EASIER.  MANY  ITEMS  ARE  RE 
PEATED  FROM  LAST  YEAR,  BUT  THERE  ARE  A  FEW 
NEW  ONES  THAT  WE  HAVE  NOT  OFFERED  BEFORE. 

If  you  wish,  you  may  also  send  in  at  this 
TIME  FOR  YOUR  1993  SUBSCRIPTION. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist,  PUBLISHED  10  TIMES  PER  YEAR,  IS  A 
PUBLICATION  OF  ALASKA  RARE  COIN  INVEST¬ 
MENTS.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 

THE  AUTHORS  AND  MAY  NOT  BE  REPRINTED 
WITHOUT  THEIR  CONSENT. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  Jurgen  S0mod 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector's  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  PAGE,  BUSINESS  CARD  SIZE  -  $15  FOR  5 
MONTHS . 

Classified  ads:  50  //line  (42  characters) 
Commercial  Advertisers,  write  for  rates. 


YUKON  COMMEMORAT I VE 
25  CENT 


The  fifth  25  cent  coin  issued  to  honor 
Canada's  125th  anniversary  is  the  design 
for  Yukon. 

The  coin  features  Kaskawulsh  Glacier  flow¬ 
ing  out  of  the  St.  Elias  Mountains  in 
Kluane  National  Park.  It  is  designed  by 
Elizabeth  Dulac,  a  resident  of  Haines  Junc¬ 
tion,  Yukon. 

Released  to  circulation  in  pure  nickel,  it 

WILL  ALSO  BE  AVAILABLE  SEPARATELY  AND  AS 
PART  OF  THE  CANADA  125  SET  IN  SILVER. 


ELISHA  KENT  KANE 


The  top  medal  is  a  dull  gold  (probably 
plated),  relatively  high  relief.  It  was 

ISSUED  BY  THE  GEOGRAPHICAL  SOCIETY  OF  PHILA¬ 
DELPHIA.  NO  INFORMATION  IS  AVAILABLE,  BUT  A 
BLANK  AREA  BELOW  "AWARDED  To"  ON  THE  RE¬ 
VERSE  INDICATES  THAT  THIS  WAS  AN  AWARD 
MEDAL.  Kane  is  an  appropriate  subject  FOR 
THE  OBVERSE,  AS  HE  WAS  BORN  IN  PHILADELPHIA 

The  bottom  medal  is  struck  in  aluminum  and 

APPEARS  TO  BE  RELATIVELY  MODERN.  DOES  THIS 
COMMEMORATE  A  NAVAL  VESSEL  NAMED  FROM  KANE, 
AS  THE  LEGEND  IS  USNS  KANE? 
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WILLIS^  cont. 


PLOYMENT  AS  A  BARBER.  HlS  CHARM  AND  READY 
WIT  SOON  WON  HIM  FRIENDSHIPS  WITH  MANY 
INDIVIDUALS  NOW  FAMOUS  IN  THE  HISTORY  OF 

the  Pacific  Northwest.  Rex  Beach, 
Alexander  Pantages  and  the  poet  Robert  W. 
Service  were  among  these  new  friends,  as 

WAS  THE  MOST  PUBLICIZED  AND  CONTROVERSIAL 
FIGURE  OF  THEM  ALL,  JEFFERSON  "SOAPY" 

Smith,  a  regular  weekly  customer  until  he 

DIED  IN  A  DUEL  WITH  FRANK  REID. 

During  his  first  winter  in  the  North, 
Willis  made  an  agreement  with  the  local 

PACKING  FIRM  OF  BARTLETT  BROS .  THEY  WERE 
TO  SUPPLY  HIM  WITH  THE  NECESSARY 
EQUIPMENT  AND  PROVISIONS  FOR  THE  RUGGED 

trip  to  Dawson  in  the  Yukon  Territory. 
The  following  spring,  he  began  the  long 

TREK  OVER  THE  CHILICOOT  PASS  IN  COMPANY 
OF  OTHERS  BOUND  FOR  TREASURE.  WILL IS 
REACHED  THE  SUMMIT  OF  THE  PASS  JUST 
BEFORE  A  MASSIVE  SNOWSLIDE  OCCURRED,  THEN 
RETURNED  TO  HELP  WITH  THE  RESCUE  WORK.  HE 
CONTINUED  ONWARD  TO  BENNETT,  BRITISH 

Columbia,  where  he  spent  the  better  part 

OF  A  YEAR  AS  AN  AGENT  FOR  BARTLETT  BROS . 
AND  IN  VENTURES  OF  HIS  OWN.  IN  THE  FALL 
OF  1899  HE  PUSHED  ON  TO  DAWSON. 

There  Willis  tried  his  had  at  a  variety 

OF  PURSUITS  REQUIRING  A  SMALL  AMOUNT  OF 
CAPITAL  AND  A  GOOD  DEAL  OF  PERSEVERANCE. 

He  prospected,  hauled  supplies  by  dog 

SLED,  WORKED  SMALL  MINES  AND  BEGAN  SEVER- 


This  log  cabin,  built  in  1904,  was 
Willis's  first  store  at  Cleary  Creek. 


AL  SMALL  RETAIL  ENTERPRISES.  WHILE  NONE 
OF  HIS  EFFORTS  WERE  NOTABLY  SUCCESSFUL, 
EACH  TIME  HE  SUCCEEDED  IN  RAISING  A  STAP  F 
FOR  THE  NEXT  UNDERTAKING. 

An  outside  trip  around  this  time  resulted 

IN  MARRIAGE,  AND  WlLLIS  BROUGHT  HIS  WIFE 
NORTH  WITH  HIM.  IN  1902,  THE  GREAT  GOLD 

strike  on  Cleary  Creek  near  Fairbanks 
drew  Willis  and  many  others,  and  in  1904 

HE  OPENED  A  SMALL  STORE  THERE  AND  LATER 
ENTERED  INTO  PARTNERSHIP  WITH  FRITZ 

Welch. 


The  Willis  &  Welch  operation,  begun  with 

A  SMALL  STORE  IN  CLEARY  CREEK,  GREW  TO  A 
SMALL  MERCANTILE  EMPIRE  OVER  THE  NEXT  FEW 

years.  Although  a  disastrous  fire 

DESTROYED  THE  FIRST  STORE  IN  1907  ALONG 
WITH  THE  ENTIRE  BUSINESS  DISTRICT  OF  THE 
LITTLE  SETTLEMENT,  THE  STORE  WAS  SPEEDILY 
REBUILT  AND  ENLARGED;  MEANWHILE,  WlLLIS 

and  Welch  had  established  a  new  and  much 

LARGER  TRADING  POST  AT  CHATANIKA,  JUST 
NORTH  OF  PRESENT  DAY  FAIRBANKS.  MANY 
TOKEN  ISSUES  EMANATED  FROM  THE  WlLLIS  & 

Welch  operations,  and  the  "Peanut  Dept." 

IMMORTALIZED  ON  ONE  OF  THESE  WAS  AN 
ADJUNCT  OF  THE  POOL  PARLOR  AT  THE 
CHATANIKA  STORE. 


Willis  had  grown  tired  of  the  Willis  & 
Welch  business.  Tempted  by  a  mining 

VENTURE,  HE  SOLD  OUT  TO  HIS  PARTNER  AND 
SPENT  THE  NEXT  THREE  YEARS  SPECULATING  IN 
VARIOUS  MINING  PROPERTIES,  FINALLY  ENDING 
UP  BROKE  BY  1914.  THIS  EXPERIENCE  SHOWED 
HIM  THAT  HIS  BEST  CHANCE  FOR  PERMANENT 
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WILL  I S  ^  cont. 


SUCCESS  SEEMED  TO  LIE  IN  THE  GENERAL 
MERCHANDISING  FIELD.  USING  CHARM  AND 
PERSUASION,  HE  MANAGED  TO  RAISE  CAPITAL 
AMONG  FRIENDS  FOR  THE  PURCHASE  OF  STOCK 
AND  EQUIPMENT  FOR  A  SMALL  STORE.  THIS 
EQUIPMENT  WAS  SENT  BY  BARGE  DOWN  THE  YUKON 

River  to  Ruby  where  Willis  set  up  shop. 
The  small  store  at  Ruby  was  so  successful 

THAT  ANOTHER  STORE  WAS  ESTABLISHED  A  FEW 
MILES  AWAY  IN  LONG  CREEK. 


Five  prosperous  years  later,  Willis 

DECIDED  FOR  PERSONAL  REASONS  TO  LIQUIDATE 
HIS  BUSINESS  AND  RETURN  TO  THE  STATES.  HE 
SETTLED  IN  CALIFORNIA  IN  1921,  ESTABLISHED 
A  LIQUOR  AND  CIGAR  STORE  IN  OAKLAND  AND  AN¬ 
OTHER  later  in  Hayward.  These  enterprises, 

ALONG  WITH  AN  UNENDING  INTEREST  IN  ALASKA 
AND  ITS  AFFAIRS,  OCCASIONAL  FLYERS  IN 
STOCKS  AND  LOCAL  CALIFORNIA  MINING  VEN¬ 
TURES,  COUPLED  WITH  THE  PLEASURES  OF 
RAISING  A  NEW  FAMILY  PRESENTED  BY  HIS 
SECOND  WIFE,  LENA,  AND  A  SECOND  SON, 

Harold  A.  Willis,  sufficed  to  give  Edward 
Campbell  Willis  a  full  and  rewarding  life 
UNTIL  HIS  DEATH  IN  1943. 


Mr.  Harold  A.  Willis  for  the  many  hours  of 

HIS  TIME  AND  MUCH  PATIENCE  ON  HIS  PART  IN 
HELPING  TO  ASSEMBLE  THE  FACTS  AND  DETAILS 
OF  THIS  ARTICLE.  THANKS  ARE  DUE  ALSO  TO  MR . 

James  Teeslink  for  his  efforts  in  making 

THE  ORIGINAL  PHOTOGRAPHIC  TRANSFERS  OF  THE 
ARTIFACTS  USED  FOR  ILLUSTRATION. 


BILL'S  CLUB  -  SEWARD 

In  the  August-September,  1992  Alaskan  Token 
Collector  and  Polar  Numismatist,  you  listed 

A  SET  OF  CHIPS  FROM  BILL'S  CLUB,  SEWARD. 

Although  I  have  lived  in  Seward  for  many 

YEARS,  I  HAD  NEVER  HEARD  OF  BILL'S  CLUB,  SO 
I  DID  SOME  INVESTIGATION.  By  LOOKING  AT  OLD 
NEWSPAPERS  AND  ASKING  AROUND  TOWN  I  FOUND 
OUT  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION: 

Bill's  Club  was  started  in  1944  by  Tom 
Osbo ,  Harry  West,  Archie  Lewis  and  John 
Blase.  The  reason  they  started  the  club  was 

THAT  THERE  WAS  VERY  LITTLE  IN  THE  WAY  OF  RE¬ 
CREATIONAL  FACILITIES  IN  DOWNTOWN  SEWARD 
FOR  THE  SOLDIERS  STATIONED  AT  FORT  RAYMOND, 
WHICH  WAS  THE  MAIN  MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT 

at  Seward  during  World  War  II.  Bill's  Club 

WAS  A  MEMBERS  ONLY,  SOCIAL  CLUB.  BILL'S 

Club  was  discontinued  in  1949,  when  the 

MEMBERS  FORMED  AN  ELKS  LODGE. 

The  Club  was  located  at  220  5th  Avenue.  The 

BUILDING  IN  WHICH  BILL'S  CLUB  WAS  LOCATED 
IS  STILL  STANDING,  ALTHOUGH  IT  HAS  SEEN  EX¬ 
TENSIVE  REMODELING.  THE  CURRENT  OCCUPANT 

is  the  Harbor  Dinner  Club. 

-Lee  Poleske 


The  store  cards  and  allied  items  connected 
with  Willis  are  much  the  same  as  others  of 

THIS  TYPE j  QUITE  OFTEN  THEY  GET  LOST  IN 
THE  SHUFFLE  OF  MAINSTREAM  NUMISMATICS.  IT 
IS  WHEN  A  NUMISMATIST  IS  ABLE  TO  DIG  BELOW 
THE  SURFACE  TO  THE  ACTUAL  HISTORICAL 
BACKGROUND  OF  THESE  ITEMS  THAT  THEY  CAN 
COME  TO  LIFE,  AND  THEN  THE  RESULT  IS  OFTEN 
MORE  COLORFUL  AND  HISTORICALLY  REWARDING 
THAN  THE  STUDY  OF  COINS  AS  SUCH. 

The  tokens  issued  by  Edward  Campbell 
Willis,  and  illustrated  here,  have  long 
been  unlisted  in  numismatic  reference 
works.  They  will  be  listed  and  described 

IN  THE  FORTHCOMING  SECOND  EDITION  OF 

Alaska's  Coinage  Through  the  Years,  In 

CONCLUSION,  THE  AUTHOR  WOULD  LIKE  TO  THAN 


TOKEN  BOOK  UPDATE 

AS  MANY  OF  YOUR  READERS  KNOW,  I  COMPLETED 
THE  MANUSCRIPT  FOR  THE  SECOND  EDITION  OF 

"Alaska  Tokens"  two  years  ago  and  submitted 
IT  TO  TAMS  FOR  PUBLICATION.  THE  TAMS  STAFF 
ARE  VOLUNTEERS  WITH  OTHER  FULL  TIME  JOBS. 

There  were  several  books  being  produced  at 

THE  SAME  TIME.  PROGRESS  HAS  BEEN  FAR  SLOWER 
THAN  PLANNED.  THE  GOOD  NEWS  IS  THAT,  BE¬ 
CAUSE  THE  TEXT  IS  IN  A  COMPUTER,  I  HAVE 
BEEN  ABLE  TO  UPDATE  IT  CONTINUOUSLY  WITH 
NEW  DISCOVERIES  AND  INFORMATION  SO  IT  RE¬ 
MAINS  UP  TO  DATE.  All  THE  PHOTOS  HAVE  BEEN 
TAKEN.  IT  REMAINS  TO  ARRANGE  IT  NICELY  INTO 
PAGES  AND  INSERT  THE  PICTURES.  THE  EDITOR 
BELIEVES  THE  BOOK  WILL  BE  OUT  BEFORE  THE 
END  OF  THE  YEAR. 

-Ron  Ben  ice 
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HUSKY  OIL  ALASKA  HIGHWAY  COUPON  BOOK 


SOUVENIR  PIN 


•  Ask  your  Husky  dealer  to  stamp  this  card. 

•  When  you  have  tive  stamps,  give  your  card 
to  any  Husky  dealer  listed  on  this  coupon  to 
receive  your  pin. 


Ask  your  dealer 
tor  another 
Alaska  Highway 
Husky  Route 
coupon  book. 


Husky  Dealer  Stamp  Here 


Husky  Dealer  Samp  Here 


Husky  Dealer  Stamp  Here 


Husky  Dealer  Samp  Here 


Husky  Dealer  Stamp  Here 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

Get  a  toy  Husky  dog  for  only 

$12.99  (reg.  $19.95) 
with  five  stamps  at  any  Husky 
dealer  listed  on  this  coupon 


Celebrate  the  50th  Anniversary 
of  the  Alaska  Highway 


1  Travel  the  Husky  Route  and  save  $6.25  on 
gasoline  or  diesel 

Receive  o  free  Husky  souvenir  pin  (regular 
price  $1.75) 

Special  offer -toy  Husky  dog 
for  only  $1 2.99 
(regulor  price  $19.95) 


4> 


Musky 


H#f#  on  the 
Alaska  Highway 
It  •  Husky 


Back  Cover 


Front  Cover 


Husky  looks  after  you  along  the  Alaska  Highway. 


.and  on  your  way  there  too! 


24  -  OPEN  24  HRS 
C  -  CAMPING 
0  -  DIESa 
G  -  GASOLINE 
LA  -  LAUNDROMAT 
L  -  LODGING 
M  -  MEALS 
P  -  PROPANE 
R  -  MECHANICAL  REPAIR 
RV  -  RECREATIONAL  VEHICLE 
SO  -  SANI  DUMP 
S  -  STORE 

T  -  TIRE  SALES/HEPAIR 


\4lM 


Redwood  Husky  Food  Store.  Dawson  Creek  D/G/S 
(Mile  0) 

Fort  St  John  Car/Truck  Wash  (Mile  45)  0/G/P 

Shepherd's  Inn  (Mile  72.5)  M/P/S 

Won-O-Won  (Mile  101)  D/M/P/S 

Mae  s  Kitcnen,  Pink  Mountain  (Mile  1 47)  G/L/R/T 

Husky  5th  Wheel  truck  Stop.  Muskwa  Heights  24/C/D/G/LA/P 
(Mile  293)  /R/RViSO/STT 

Downtown  Husky,  Fort  Nelson  (Mile  300)  D/G/P/R/T 

Steamboat  Mtn.  Husky  (Mile  351)  C/D/G/R/T 

Toad  River  Lodge  (Mile  422)  C/D/G/L/P/R/S/T/ 

Highland  Glen  Lodge.  Muncho  Lake  (Mile  462)  C/D/G/L 
Coal  Rivet  Husky  (Mile  533)  C/D/G/LA/L/P/RV/SD 

Camp-Ground  Services.  Watson  Lake  C/O/G/LA/P/R 

(Mile  632)  /RV/SO/S/T 

Tags  Food  &  Gas.  Whitehorse  (Mile  918)  D/G/S 
Ida  s  Motel  &  Cate.  Beaver  Creek  (Mile  1 202)  D/G/L 


FROM  EDMONTON 

Edmonton  Car/Truck  Stop  24/D/G/M/P/R/SD/T 
WestQate  Chevrolet  and  other  D/G 
participating  Edmonton  stations 


TAGS  Food  &  Gas.  Whitecourt 
Edson  Husky 
Hinton  Car/Truck  Stop 
Husky  Travel  Stop.  Fox  Creek 
Southside  Service.  Vaileyview 
Bezanson  General  Service  Centre 
Husky  Grande  Prairie 
TAGS  Food  &  Gas.  Hythe 
Redwood  Husky  Food  Store. 

Pouce  Coupe 


G/S 

D/G/P 

24/O/G/M/P/SO 

0/G/P/R/T/M 

0/G/P/R/T 

G/P/S 

D/G/P/R/T 

D/G/P/S 

G/IA/P/S 


r  — n 

FROM 

A 

CACHE  CREEK 

CEgg 

Cache  Creek 

24/D/G/M/P/R/S0 

100  Mile  House 

G/R 

Lac  la  hacne 

G/S 

Williams  Lake 

24/D /G/M 

Quesnel 

G/S 

Hixon 

G/S 

Red  Rock 

D/G/S 

Prince  George 

G/S 

-  1148  Paciltc  SL 

24/D/G/M/P/R/SD/T 

-  1 709  Queensway 

G/S 

-  509  Carney  SL 

G/R 

-  999  Central  SL 

0/G/R 

Bear  Lake 

G/S/M 

Tumoler  Ridge 

D/G/S 

IVe  accept  Husky,  Visa,  Moslecctxd,  Unocal  credit  cacds 


Inside  Front  Cover 


Inside  Back  Cover 


Alaska 

1 

1 

1 
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1 

!  .Alaska 

1 

1 

1 

qjfe  .Alaska 
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1 

1 

Alaska 

vV,»  Highway 
^  Husky  Buck 

1 

1 

1 

A*  Highwav 
^  Husky  Buck 

|  A'  Highway 
i  ^  Husky  Buck 

1 

1 

1 

A>  Highway 
*5  Husky  Buck 

1 

1 

1 

A>  Highway 
^  Husky  Buck 

'n  a  Quarter!! 

1 

1 

n  a  Quarter!! 

1  n  a  Quarter!! 
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1 

a  a  Quarter!! 

1 

1 

’n  a  Quarter!! 

Redeemable  for  SI  .25 

1 

| 

Redeemable  tor  SI  .25  at 

Redeemable  for  Si. 25  at 

1 

1 

Redeemable  for  $1.25  at 

1 

1 

Redeemable  for  SI. 25  at 

at  any  Husky  station 

| 

any  Husky  staoon  listed 

J  any  Husky  station  listed 

I 

any  Husky  station  listed 

1 

any  Husky  station  listed 

listed  on  this  coupon. 

1 

on  this  coupon. 

1  on  this  coupon. 

1 

on  this  coupon. 

1 

on  this  coupon. 

Valid  for  comolete  hll- 

1 

Vakd  for  complete  fill¬ 

|  Valid  for  complete  fill¬ 

1 

Valid  for  comolete  fill¬ 

1 

Valid  for  complete  fill¬ 

uo  only  (mm.  30  litres). 

1 

1 

up  only  (mm.  30  litres). 

up  only  (min.  30  litres). 

1 

1 

up  only  (mm.  30  litres). 

1 

1 

up  onfy  (mm.  30  litres). 

Valid  tor  gasoline  or 

1 

Valid  for  gasoline  or 

1  Valid  for  gasoline  or 

1 

Valid  for  gasoline  or 

1 

Valid  for  gasoline  or 

diesel. 

1 

diesel. 

1  diesel. 

1 

diesel. 

1 

diesel. 

Expires  Sept  30. 1992. 

1 

1 

Expires  Sept  30.  1992. 

1  Expires  Sept  30.  1992. 

1 

1 

Expmes  Sept.  30.  1992. 

1 

1 

Expires  Sept  30.  1992. 

Limit:  one  coupon  per 

1 

Limit  one  coupon  per 

]  Limit  one  coupon  per 

1 

Limit  one  coupon  per 

1 

Umrt  one  coupon  per 

purchase. 

1 

| 

purchase. 

purchase. 

1 

1 

purchase. 

1 

1 

purchase. 

May  not  Oe  combined 

1 

May  not  be  combined 

1  May  not  be  combined 

1 

May  not  be  combined 

1 

May  not  be  combined 

with  any  other 

1 

with  any  other 

1  with  any  other 

1 

with  any  other 

1 

with  any  other 

promotional  otter 

1 

1 

promotional  offer. 

•  promotional  offer. 

1 

1 

promotional  offer. 

1 

1 

promotional  offer. 

Alaska  Highway 
Husky  Buck 
n  a  Quarter!! 


We  accept  Husky.  Visa. 
Mastercard  A  Unocal 
credit  cards 

Husky  Deaie'  -  return  this 
coupon  to  Husky  Oil  tor 
credit  70/30 


Customer  Signature 


Alaska  Highway 
Husky  Hock 
'n  a  Quarter!! 


We  accept  Husky.  Visa. 
Mastercard  A  Unocal 
credit  cards 

Husky  Dealer  -  return  this 
coupon  to  Husky  Oil  tor 
credit  7030 


Customer  Signature 


Alaska  HicTiway 
Husky  buck 
'n  a  Quarter” 


We  accept  Husky.  Visa 
Mastercard  A  Unocal 
creot ;  cards 

Husky  Dene  -  return  this 
coupon  to  Husky  OH  for 
credit  7030 


Customer  Signature 


Alaska  Highway 
Husky  buck 
'n  a  Quartern 


We  accent  Husky  Visa 
Mastercard  A  Unoca' 

credit  cards 

Husk v  Dene'  -  return  this 
coupon  to  musky  Ok  tor 
creoit  7030 


Customer  Signature 


Alaska  Highway 
Husky  buck 
'n  a  Quartern 


We  accept  Musky  Vs a 
Masterca'd  A  unoca' 
credit  cams 

Husk\  Dene>  -  return  this 
coupon  to  musky  Ok  for 
creon  7030 


Customer  Signature 


Fold-out  Front  Fold-out  Back 
Valid  in  British  Columbia  and  the  Yukon  at  Husky  Oil  Stations.  This  large  coupon  book 

IS  ACTUALLY  446MM  BY  69MM  (ILLUSTRATIONS  REDUCED  TO  65%  ACTUAL  SIZE.  PRINTED  IN 
BLACK  AND  RED  ON  WHITE  CARD  STOCK.  THIS  IS  ONE  OF  THE  NEATEST  SOUVENIRS  FOR  THE  50TH 
ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  ALASKA  HIGHWAY  THAT  WE  HAVE  SEEN  (SUBMITTED  BY  JlM  ROBB) . 
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PRE  PUBLICATION  NOTICE 

Directory  of  Alaska  Postcards 
1897  -  1940 


By  John  H.  Grainger, 
Box  6326,  Ketchikan,  AK  99901 


A  checklist  of  Alaska  Postcards,  1897-1940,  will  be  available  by  October  20,  1992. 

* 

This  directory,  8  1/2  x  11”,  contains  160  inside  pages  of  information  about  Alaska  postcards.  If 
you  enjoy  postcards  you  will  find  the  illustrations  most  interesting.  Over  200  Alaska  postcards  of 
people,  natives,  animals,  shipwrecks,  volcanoes,  totems,  glaciers,  ships,  gold-rush  scenes,  and 
unusual  postcards  are  illustrated. 

The  directory  firsts  lists  the  publisher,  then  his  cards  under  the  printer's  name.  If  a  publisher  is 
unknown  the  cards  are  listed  by  printer.  An  index  of  publishers  and  printers  is  listed  for  easy 
reference.  Background  information  on  many  of  the  early  Alaska  publishers  and  information  about 
their  cards  are  carried.  Prominent  photo  postcard  publishers  are  mentioned. 

Rare  cards  are  identified. 

A  rarity  factor  is  listed  for  all  postcards.  This  evaluation  is  made  from  experience  garnered  in  over 
20  years  of  collecting  Alaska  postcards  and  studying  major  collections.  The  rarity  factor  will  aid 
the  collector  in  determining  a  value  of  a  particular  card.  It  will  be  an  invaluable  aid  to  dealers  in 
identifying  and  pricing  a  rare  Alaska  postcard. 

A  pre  publication  price  of  $20.00,  postpaid  will  prevail  if  the  order  is'postmarked  by  October 3o, 
1992.  After  October  30,  the  price  will  be  $30.00  postpaid.  The  directory  will  be  shipped  as  a 
bound  copy  unless  a  three-hole  loose  leaf  "work  book”  is  requested.  Only  prepaid  orders  will  be 
accepted  at  the  pre  publication  price.  The  directory  is  expected  to  be  available  for  mailing  by 
October  30. 

"A  valuable  reference  book  in  an  area  not  yet  covered.  A  must  for  the  collector  and  the  dealer"  says  Diane 
Brenner,  Archivist  of  the  Anchorage  Museum  Archives. " 


John  Grainger's  catalogue  of  Alaskan  postcards  will  be  invaluable  to  the  collectors  of Alaskana  and 
especially  so  to  the  collectors  of  Alaska  covers.  Now  one  will  not  only  have  postmarks  but  also  an  index 
to  obtaining  views  of  the  corresponding  towns  and  locales.  This  directory  a  monumenta  work,  will  be  a 
must  for  every  Alaskan  collector. "  -  Seely  Hall,  Vice-President  of  the  Alaskan  Collector's  Club. 

"The  Directory  of  early  Alaska  postcards  is  more  than  a  checklist.  The  many  illustrations,  produced  from 
actual  photographs,  portray  Alaska  history,  scenes  and  events.  It  will  provide  a  valuable  reference  for  the 
libraries  and  students  of  Alaska'  history  and  people.  It  is  a  must  for  those  starting  an  Alaska  postcard 
collection  as  well  as  for  the  experienced  deltiolo gists" .  --  Candy  Waugaman,  Preeminent  Alaska  postcard 
collector. 

Because  of  our  publication  schedule,  Mr.  Grainger  has  extended  the  pre-publication 

discount  to  November  15th  for  subscribers  of  Alaska  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numismatist. 

Please  use  the  order  blank  below.  Delivery  is  expected  in  December. 

_  Directory  of  Alaska  Postcards,  at  the  pre-publication  price  of  $20  - - 

Orders  must  be  postmarked  on  or  before  November  15th. 

NAME _ ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ STATE  OR  PROV. _ ZIP _ 

Send  orders  to:  JOHN  H.  GRAINGER,  BOX  5326,  KETCHIKAN,  AK  99901 
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Bogus  OIL  Bucks 


Bogus  OIL  Bucks 


Put  government  where  it 
belongs... 

BACK  TO  BASICS!" 


This  Bogus  Currency 
Redeemable  through 
Inept  Legislators  at  the 
Rate  of  20  to  1,  in 
Broken  Promises, Lies 
and  Unmitigated 
Steer  Manure... 


'  Frenchy 

De  Rushe 

- for - 

state  Senate 

"...it's  about  time!" 


In  HHCO  They  Trust 


f 


BUCKS 


Genuine 

DEMO-PUBLICAN  PROMISORY  NOTE... 

"... Good  for  Nuthin  7  " 

fr 


Alaskans  Need: 

•LAND! 

•  INDUSTRY! 

•  DEVELOPMENT!  x 

•  LESS  REGULATORY  INSANITY! 

•  SMALL  GOVERNMENT  /  MINIMAL  BUREAUCRACY! 


Frenchy  De  Rushe  says: 
'SCALP  BIG  GOVERNMENT!' 


Aiaska's "Leaders"...  In  ARCO  They  Trust! 


ALASKANS  NEED  HONEST  LEADERS! 


Alaska  Needs  Independent  Oil  Exploration 
And  Development! 


It  IS  ELECTION  TIME,  AND  YOU  CAN  ALWAYS  COUNT  ON  ELECTIONS  IN  ALASKA  TO 
BRING  OUT  SOME  INTERESTING  ITEMS,  AS  WELL  AS  CANDIDATES.  FRENCHY  De 

Rushe  is  a  candidate  for  the  State  Senate  for  the  Alaskan  Independence 
Party.  Frenchy's  "Bogus  Oil  Bucks"  flier  echoes  the  feeling  of  many 

THAT  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  STATE  ARE  GETTING  THE  SHAFT  FROM  BIG  OIL.  DON'T 
LOOK  AT  THIS  ITEM  AND  THINK  THAT  FRENCHY  IS  A  CRANK.  He  IS  SHARP  AS  A 

tack.  Unfortunately  for  us  all,  he  hasn't  a  prayer  of  getting  elected. 
The  "Bogus  Oil  Bucks"  note  is  black  on  lime  green,  172mm  by  82mm. 


NONRESIDENT  BIG-GAME  SHIPPING  COUPON 

To  bo  attached  to  the  carcase  of 


NONRESIDENT  BIG-GAME  SHIPPING  COUPON 

A  SAMPLE  FROM  A  SHEET  OF  14  COUPONS 
FROM  1929,  COMPRISED  OF  ONE  MOOSE,  TWO 
EACH  CARIBOU  AND  MOUNTAIN  SHEEP,  THREE 
EACH  DEER,  MOUNTAIN  GOAT,  AND  LARGE 
BROWN  OR  GRIZZLY  BEAR.  BLACK  ON  TAN, 

152mm  by  267mm,  single  coupons  are  77mm 
by  37mm  (submitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk). 
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FAIRBANKS  NORTH  STAR  BOROUGH 

BUS  TOKENS 


FAIRBANKS  NORTH  STAR  BOROUGH  STATEHOOD  25th  ANNIVERSARY  BUS  TOKENS::  Can 

YOU  BELIEVE  THESE  ARE  ALREADY  8  YEARS  OLD?  THESE  WERE  INSPIRED  BY  THE 

Olympic  Bus  Tokens  issued  in  1984  for  the  Los  Angeles  Olympics.  A  local 

ENTREPRENEUR  THOUGHT  HE  COULD  MAKE  SOME  $$$  .  WELL,  WE  JUST  BOUGHT  A  LOT 
OF  SETS  FOR  LESS  THAN  "FACE  VALUE"! 

Because  of  this  fortunate  purchase.,  we  can  offer  these  at  $10  per  set,  one 

HALF  OF  OUR  REGULAR  PRICE.  AND,  YOU  CAN  COME  TO  FAIRBANKS  AND  USE  THESE 

on  the  Borough  Bus  System  for  the  equivalent  of  $18  cash!  Yes,  we  are 

SELLING  THEM  LOCALLY,  MAKING  IT  CHEAPER  FOR  FAIRBANKSANS  TO  RIDE  THE  BUS ! 

Set  of  12,  one  for  each  month. 

Please  use  the  order  blank  with  the  "Christmas  Shopper"  to  order  these 

TOKENS . 


IDITAROD  MEDALS 

We  have  in  stock  three  medals 

COMMEMORATING  THE  IDITAROD 

Sled  Dog  Races  of  1990,  1991 
and  1992.  All  have  the  "I" 

LOGO  REVERSE.  DOGS  AND  MUSHERS 
ARE  ON  THE  OBVERSES.  THESE  ARE 
LIMITED  TO  2,000  PIECES  EACH. 

All  are  struck  in  frosted 

PROOF-LIKE  FININSH,  UNNUMBERED 
WITH  A  REEDED  EDGE,  IN  ONE 
OUNCE  PURE  SILVER  BY  THE  LI¬ 
BERTY  Mint.  They  are  priced  at 
$29  each.  The  1990  is  becoming 

HARDER  TO  GET.  PLEASE  USE  THE 
ORDER  BLANK  WITH  THE  CHRISTMAS 

Shopper  to  order  these. 
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tjCTOR 

A.R.C.I.  •  P.O.  Box  72 


ir 


POLAR  NUMISMATIST 

A.R.C.I.  •  P.O.  Box  72832,  Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707  •  (907)  452-6461  •  Subscription  $10.00/year 


o 
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CHRISTMAS  SHOPPER 


CHRISTMAS  SHOPPER 
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ALASKAN  TOKEN  COLLECTOR  AND  POLAR  NUMISMATIST: 
10  YEAR  VOLUME,  We  still  have  a  supply  of  the 

PAPER  BOUND  VERSION  OF  THIS  MASSIVE  VOLUME  OF 
INFORMATION  ON  ALASKAN,  YUKON  AND  OTHER  POLAR  RE¬ 
GION  TOKENS,  MEDALS  CURRENCY  AND  MISCELLANEA. 

Well  of  500  pages  and  generously  illustrated,  If 
YOU  haven't  been  a  subscriber  for  all  of  our  13 

YEARS;  THEN  YOU  DO  NOT  KNOW  WHAT  YOU'VE  MISSED! 

Only  135  copies  will  be  printed:  ten  in  leather 
BOUND;  25  IN  CLOTH  BOUND  AND  100  IN  PAPER  BOUND. 
PRESENTLY;  ONLY  5  EACH  IN  CLOTH  AND  LEATHER 
(BOTH  SOLD  OUT)  AND  25  IN  PAPER  HAVE  BEEN 
PRINTED.  NOT  MANY  OF  THE  PAPER  BOUND  ARE  LEFT; 
AND  THESE  ARE  PRICE  AT  $80,00. 


ALASKAN  TOKEN  COLLECTOR  AND  POLAR  NUMISMATIST:  BACK  ISSUES. 

$1  PER  COPY  OR  $10  PER  YEAR,  ALL  YEARS  ARE  STILL  AVAILABLE. 


YUKON  NUMISMATICA:  By  Leslie  C.  Hill  and  Scott  Simpson;  this 

BOOK  LISTS  ALL  KNOWN  TOKENS;  MEDALS;  CHITS;  SCRIP  AND  OTHER 
NUMISMATIC  ITEMS  OF  THE  YUKON  TERRITORY.  A  WORTHY  ADDITION 
TO  EVERY  TOKEN  COLLECTOR'S  LIBRARY.  PRICE  SUPPLEMENT 

included.  Only  $11,00, 


These  are  available  for 


OFFICIAL  STATE  BULLION  MEDALS:  The  1992  are  the  nicest 
yet!  Currently  available  in  1  ounce  silver  for  $14 . 50  and 
1/10  ounce  gold  for  $75.00.  Featuring  an  eagle  on  the 

OBVERSE  AND  THE  STATE  SEAL  ON  THE  REVERSE;  THESE  ARE  SURE 
TO  BE  A  BEST  SELLER.  ORDER  EARLY;  BECAUSE  IF  WE  RUN  OUT  AS 

Christmas  approaches;  you  may  be  disappointed.  The  1989; 
1990  AND  1991  ARE  STILL  AVAILABLE;  AS  NOTED  ON  THE  ORDER 
BLANK . 


Celebrate  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  construction  of 
the  Alaska  Highway!  Our  one  ounce  silver  medal  features 

A  VIEW  OF  THE  HIGHWAY  ON  THE  OBVERSE.  THE  REVERSE  NOTES 

the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  Lend  Lease  Program;  showing 

A  P-39  AIRPLANE;  ONE  OF  THE  AIRCRAFT  FLOWN  THROUGH 

Fairbanks  on  their  way  to  the  Soviet  Union  during  World 
War  II.  A  very  popular  item  with  tourists  traveling  up 

THE  HIGHWAY;  ALASKANS  TRAVELING  TO  THE  SOVIET  UNION  AND 
ARMCHAIR  TRAVELERS!  An  ATTRACTIVE  MEDAL  WITH  SATIN 
SURFACES;  PRICED  AT  ONLY  $16.00 


North  of  60 ' 


South  of  50 ' 


CHRISTMAS  SHOPPER  1992  CHRISTMAS  SHOPPER 


ALASKA  TRANSPORTATION  MEDAL:  Another*  one  ounce  silver  medal 

THAT  WE  RECENTLY  COMMISSIONED,  THIS  DEPICTS  VARIOUS  MODES  OF 
TRANSPORTATION  IN  ALASKA.  THE  RlVERBOAT  NENANA,  A  DIESEL 
LOCOMOTIVE  OF  THE  ALASKA  RAILROAD,  A  BUSH  PLANE  ON  FLOATS  AND  A 
DOG  TEAM  ENCIRCLE  A  MAP  OF  ALASKA.  THIS  MEDAL  HONORS  THE 
TRANSPORTATION  INDUSTRY  AS  THE  KEY  TO  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF 

Alaska,  something  sadly  lacking  since  the  D-2  land  selections 
made  Alaska  one  big  national  park.  You  can't  even  fly  a  plane 

OVER  SOME  AREAS  BECAUSE  IT  WOULD  DISTURB  THOSE  FEW  HIKERS 
WEALTHY  ENOUGH  TO  BE  ABLE  TO  AFFORD  A  MONTH'S  VACATION  IN 
"PRISTINE"  WILDERNESS.  THE  OBVERSE  IS  FROSTED  WITH  PROOFLIKE 
SURFACES.  THE  REVERSE  BEARS  OUR  FAMILIAR  "DENALI"  REVERSE. 

These  medals  are  priced  at  $14.00. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ALASKA  MEDALS:  The  University  of 
Alaska  Museum  has  commissioned  two  medals.  One 

DEPICTS  THE  STATE  "FOSSIL",  THE  WOOLY  MAMMOTH. 

The  other  features  the  Riverboat  Nenana,  an 

HISTORIC  LANDMARK.  THESE  ARE  STRUCK  IN  ONE 
OUNCE  SILVER,  AND  LIMITED  TO  4000  AND  2500,  RE¬ 
SPECTIVELY.  The  reverse  bears  the  seal  of  the 
University.  Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  these 

MEDALS  BENEFIT  THE  MUSEUM'S  ENDOWMENT  FUND.  THE 

Wooly  Mammoth  is  $28.00,  while  the  Riverboat 
Nenana  is  $29.75. 


"UNKNOWN  FIRST  FAMILY"  MEDAL:  This  medal  was 

DESIGNED  BY  ELLEN  SHIELDS,  AND  FEATURES  THE  STATUE, 

"Unknown  First  Family"  by  internationally  known 
sculptor  Malcolm  Alexander  to  commemorate  Alaska's 
Silver  Anniversary  of  Statehood,  and  was  dedicated 
in  1984.  It  resides  in  the  Golden  Heart  Plaza  by 
the  Chena  River  on  First  Avenue.  The  Immaculate  Con¬ 
ception  Church,  an  historic  landmark,  can  be  seen 
IN  THE  BACKGROUND.  ONLY  2000  NUMBERED  MEDALS  ARE 
AUTHORIZE,  AND  THESE  ARE  PRICED  AT  $28.00 


MASSIVE  BRONZE  MEDALS:  In  the  early  1980 ' s,  we  struck  three  uniface  bronze  medals  from 
SOUVENIR  ASHTRAY  DIES,  CIRCA  1910-20.  THESE  MEDALS  WERE  3.5  INCHES  IN  DIAMETER,  AND 
WEIGH  OVER  10  OUNCES  EACH.  LIMITED  TO  100  PIECES  EACH,  THEY  ARE  REGULARLY  PRICED  AT  $50 
each.  For  orders  received  before  Christmas,  we  will  sell  all  three  for  only  $100.  That's 

LIKE  GETTING  ONE  FREE!  THEY  DEPICT  THE  WHITEHORSE  RAPIDS,  A  VIEW  OF  SKAGWAY  AND  THE 

Alaskan  Express  (the  neatest  dog  team  medal  we've  ever  seen!),  and  they  are  illustrated 

BELOW  IN  A  MUCH  REDUCED 


ONE  OUNCE  SILVER  MEDALS:  We  have  many  other  one  ounce  silver  medals,  and  these  are 

LISTED  ON  THE  ORDER  BLANK. 


CHRISTMAS  SHOPPER  1992  ORDER  BLANK 

ATC&PN  10  YEAR  VOLUME,  PAPER  BOUND  a  80.00  - - 

ATC&PN ,  BACK  ISSUES:  $1  EACH  OR  $10  PER  YEAR - - 

YUKON  NUMISMATICA  a  $11.00  - - 

FAIRBANKS  NORTH  STAR  BOROUGH  BUS  TOKEN  SET  OF  12  a  $10.00  — _ 

ALASKA  HIGHWAY/LEND  LEASE  1  OZ .  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $16.00 - - 

ALASKA  TRANSPORTATION  1  OZ .  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $14.00 - - 

UNKNOWN  FIRST  FAMILY  MEDAL  a  $28 - - 

U  OF  A  WOOLY  MAMMOTH  ONE  OUNCE  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $28.00  - - 

U  OF  A  RIVERBOAT  NENANA  ONE  OUNCE  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $29.75  - - 

MASSIVE  BRONZE  MEDALS,  SET  OF  5  a  $100.00 - - 

SILVER  ANNIVERSARY  OF  STATEHOOD  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $25.00  - _ 

PRESIDENTIAL/PAPAL  VISIT  ONE  OUNCE  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $50.00  - - 

PURCHASE  OF  ALASKA  RAILROAD  ONE  OUNCE  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $25.00— _ 

50TH  ANNIV.  OF  MATANUSKA  COLONY  1  OZ.  SILVER  MEDAL  a  $25.00-- _ 

GOLDEN  WELD  MEDAL,  10K  GOLD  (APPROX.  1/20  OZ.)  a  $27.50 - - 

OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1989  1  OZ.  SILVER  a  $20.00 - - 

OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1990  1  OZ.  SILVER  a  $20.00 - - 

OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1990  4  PC.  SILVER  SET  a  $40.00 - - 

OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1991  4  PC.  SILVER  SET  a  $40.00 - - 

OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1992  1  OZ.  SILVER  a  $14.50 - - 

OFFICIAL  ALASKAN  BULLION,  1992  1/10  OZ.  GOLD  a  $75.00 - - 

IDITAROD  SILVER  MEDALS,  1990,  1991,  1992.  a  $29.00  EACH - - 

POSTAGE  AND  H  ANDL  I  NG  —  2.50 

(Canadian  orders  include  an  additional  $5  for  registration) 

ATC&PN,  1995  SUBSCRIPTION,  10  ISSUES  a  $10.00 - - 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED - - 


NAME _ ADDRESS _ 

C I TY _ STATE _ Z I P 


SEND  ORDERS  TO  ARCI,  P.O.  BOX  72852,  FAIRBANKS,  AK  99707.  PHONE  907-452-6461. 
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POLAR  NUMISMATIST 

A.R.C.I.  •  P.0.  Box  72832,  Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707  •  (907)  452-6461  •  Subscription  $10.00/year 

VOLUME  XIV,  NUMBER  10.  DECEMBER,  1992. 

THE  LOUVRE  AMD  OPERA  HOUSE 


Finest  Theatres  in  Alaska 

(from  the  Daily  Alaska  Dispatch, 

Special  Mining  Edition,  Juneau 
March  27,  1900) 

The  pioneer  theatre  of  Alaska  is  the  well  known  Winn  Bros.'  opera 

HOUSE  OF  THIS  CITY,  WHICH  WAS  BUILT  IN  1886.  THIS  OPERA  HOUSE  WAS 

built  by  James  Winn,  who  is  more  familiar  with  the  old  timers  by  the 
name  of  "Slim  Jim."  Jim  Winn  is  an  old  time  Cassiar  miner,  having 
GONE  TO  THAT  STRIKE  IN  1873.  COL  .  WlNN,  WHO  IS  A  BROTHER  AND  PARTNER 
of  Jim  Winn,  came  to  Juneau  in  1888,  and  has  since  that  time  been 

INTERESTED  IN  THE  TWO  THEATRES  OPERATED  BY  THE  WlNN  BROS. 

The  opera  house,  which  is  a  commodious  structure  on  the  corner  of 
Seward  and  Second  streets,  is  used  for  the  family  entertainments  of 

THE  PROFESSIONAL  TALENT  ENGAGED  FOR  THE  LOUVRE  THEATRE,  AND  FOR 
PUBLIC  MEETINGS  AND  OTHER  GATHERINGS  IT  BEING  IN  FACT,  THE  ONLY  HALL 
THAT  WILL  ACCOMMODATE  A  MEETING  IN  A  CITY  OF  JUNEAU'S  POPULATION.  THE 
BUILDING  IS  ARRANGED  WITH  AN  IDEA  OF  GIVING  THE  PATRONS  THE  VERY  BEST 
OF  FIRE  PROTECTION,  AND  IS  AS  NEARLY  FIRE-PROOF  AS  A  WOODEN  STRUCTURE 
CAN  BE  MADE. 


The  Louvre 

HAS  BEEN  V 
APPEARED  0 
SOMETHING 
YEAR  ROUND 
EXCELLENT 
MANNER  IN 
THE  PAST  F 
FRONT  DOOR 
AN  OBSERVI 
HOUSE  OR  A 

out  Alaska 

A  GUARANTEE 


THEATRE  IS  THE  BEST  KNOWN  VAUDEVILLE  HOUSE  IN  ALASKA,  AND 
I S I  TED  BY  THE  FINEST  TALENT  IN  THE  VAUDEVILLE  LINE  THAT  HAS 

n  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  expense  of  running  this  house  is 

OF  NO  SMALL  ITEM;  OVER  50  MEN  AND  WOMEN  BEING  EMPLOYED  THE 
,  AND  FROM  THE  CHARACTER  OF  THE  INSTITUTION  AND  THE 
REPUTATION  THAT  IT  HAS,  REFLECTS  GREAT  CREDIT  UPON  THE 
WHICH  IT  IS  CONDUCTED.  IT  CAN  BE  SAFELY  SAID  THAT  DURING 
IVE  YEARS  OVER  100,000  VISITORS  HAVE  ENTERED  THE  DOORS,  THE 
NOT  BEING  LOCKED  IN  THAT  TIME.  AND  TO  THE  SATISFACTION  OF 
NG  PUBLIC  THERE  HAS  NEVER  BEEN  A  SCANDAL  CONNECTED  WITH  THE 
ROBBERY  COMMITTED.  BOTH  THE  PROPRIETORS  ARE  KNOWN  THROUGH" 
FOR  THEIR  HONESTY,  AND  THEIR  WORD  IS  RECOGNIZED  BY  ALL  AS 
OF  THE  FULFILLMENT  OF  ANY  CONTRACT  THAT  THEY  MAKE. 


Like  all  theatres  of  this  character  games  of  chance  are  played  within 

THE  BUILDING,  THIS  BEING  RECOGNIZED  AS  ONE  OF  THE  NECESSITIES  OF  A 
MINING  CAMP;  THESE  GAMES  ARE  RUN  ON  THE  SQUARE  AND  THAT  CHARACTERS  OF 
HANGERS  ON  THAT  FOLLOWING  THE  USUAL  VOCATION  OF  TRYING  TO  ROB  THE 
VISITOR  ARE  NOT  FOUND  AT  THIS  PLACE,  BUT  ONLY  THE  MOST  TRUST-WORTHY 
MEN  ARE  EMPLOYED;  A  GREAT  MANY  OF  WHOM  OWN  PROPERTY  IN  THE  CITY.  THE 

Louvre's  latest  successful  company  is  the  Imperial  Dramatic  Co., 

WHICH  HAS  JUST  CLOSED  AN  EIGHT  WEEKS  ENGAGEMENT,  PRESENTING  A  VERY 
CREDITABLE  NUMBER  OF  PLAYS.  COL .  WlNN  IS  NOW  ABSENT  TO  PACIFIC  COAST 
POINTS  BOOKING  TALENT  FOR  THE  CONSOLIDATED  THEATRES,  AND  THE  HOUSE 
ARE  UNDER  THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  JAMES  WlNN  ASSISTED  BY  MR .  DAVE  MARTIN. 


North  of  60° 


South  of 50° 


EDITORIAL 

On  the  front  page  is  an  article  about  the 
Louvre  and  Opera  House  of  Juneau.  One  can 

BET  THEY  WERE  AN  ADVERTISER  IN  THE  DAILY 

Alaska  Dispatch  to  get  a  write-up  like 
this  one!  We  have  one  or  two  more  items 

FROM  THIS  NEWSPAPER.  LOOK  FOR  THEM  IN  THE 
COMING  YEAR. 

We  had  hoped  for  a  decent  article  on  the 
Wrangell  Hotel,  but  after  three  and  a 

HALF  YEARS  OF  GATHERING  DUST.  IT  WAS  TIME 
TO  USE  THE  POST  CARD  AND  THE  AD.  IF  ANYONE 
WANTS  TO  DO  A  NICE  ARTICLE  ON  THE  WRANGELL 

Hotel,  we  will  use  it.  and  illustrate  it 

WITH  THOSE  ITEMS  FOUND  ON  PAGE  70! 

Another  year  ends,  and  we  would  like  to 

THANK  ALL  OF  YOU  FOR  SUPPORTING  US  DURING 

our  14th  year.  As  usual,  most  subscrip¬ 
tions  BECOME  DUE  AT  THIS  TIME.  IF  THE 
FIRST  LINE  OF  YOUR  ADDRESS  LABEL  ENDS  WITH 
#10/92.  IT  IS  TIME  TO  RENEW.  IF  YOU  WISH 
TO  RENEW.  PLEASE  USE  THE  ORDER  BLANK  AT 
THE  END  OF  THE  INDEX  INCLUDED  WITH  THIS 

ISSUE.  If  you  choose  not  to  renew  your  sub¬ 
scription.  A  NOTE  EXPLAINING  WHY  WOULD  BE 
APPRECIATED.  IF  WE  WERE  DEFICIENT  IN  SOME 
WAY.  PLEASE  LET  US  HEAR  FROM  YOU.  WE  MAY 
BE  ABLE  TO  CORRECT  THE  DEFICIENCY.  AND 
KEEP  YOU  AS  A  SUBSCRIBER. 

Articles  are  always  needed  from  other 

SOURCES  TO  KEEP  THE  NEWSLETTER  INFORMA¬ 
TIVE.  Please,  if  you  have  information  to 

SHARE.  JOT  IT  DOWN.  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  FEEL 
THAT  YOU  ARE  CAPABLE  OF  WRITING  AN  ARTICLE 
SEND  US  THE  FACTS.  WE  CAN  GENERALLY  TURN 
YOUR  FACTS  INTO  SOMETHING  THAT  WILL  INTER¬ 
EST  THE  OTHER  READERS. 

Our  files  for  "For  the  Record"  and  "Paper 
Potpourri"  are  nearly  bare.  As  always. 

ITEMS  FOR  THESE  COLUMNS  ARE  WELCOME. 

Space  fillers  are  always  needed.  Read  a 

BOOK  LATELY.  AND  FOUND  A  REFERENCE  TO 
MONEY.  COINS.  TOKENS  OR  ANYTHING  REMOTELY 
RELATED  TO  NUMISMATICS  IN  ALASKA?  THAT  BIT 
OF  TRIVIA  WILL  INTEREST  ABOUT  80  OTHER 
PEOPLE. 

A  CLEAR  PHOTOCOPY  OF  A  STREET  SCENE  THAT 
SHOWS  BUSINESSES  THAT  USED  TOKENS  IS 
ALWAYS  OF  INTEREST.  IF  WE  CANNOT  BUILD  AN 
ARTICLE  OUT  OF  THAT.  THEN  IT  CAN  BE  USED 
FOR  ITS  OWN  VALUE! 


AS  ALWAYS.  CREDIT  TOWARD  SUBSCRIPTION  EX~ 
TENTIONS  WILL  BE  GIVEN. 


AS  ADDED  RECOGNITION.  WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO 
THANK  THE  FOLLOWING  FOR  PROVIDING  INFORMA¬ 
TION  FOR  THE  NEWSLETTER  IN  1992  IN  THE 
ORDER  IN  WHICH  THEIR  NAMES  APPEARED: 


J0RGEN  S0MOD 
Jerry  Remick 
Alan  Weinberg 
Brian  Denman 
Don  Stewart 
Bryan  Cleary 
Candy  Waugaman 
Leslie  C.  Hill 
Jim  Robb 
Saad  Assad 


Jim  Griffin 
David  Bennison 
Bob  Majni 
George  Simpanin 
Kurt is  Hawk 
Charles  Bond 
Kaye  Dethridge 
Ron  Ben  ice 
Lee  Poleske 
John  Grainger 


As  WE  ENTER  OUR  15TH  YEAR.  WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO 
THANK  ALL  OF  THOSE  WHO  SUPPORTED  US  IN  THE 
PAST  YEARS.  AND  HOPE  THAT  OUR  PRODUCT  IS 
SUCH  THAT  YOU  WILL  CHOOSE  TO  CONTINUE  WITH 
US. 


SIBERIAN  COINS 

World  Coin  News  had  a  great  article  by  R.W. 
Julian  on  the  coinage  of  Siberia  in  its 
September  28.  1992  issue.  Contact  WCN  at 
700  E.  State  St..  Iola.  WI  54990. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numisma¬ 
tist.  PUBLISHED  10  TIMES  PER  YEAR.  IS  A 
PUBLICATION  OF  ALASKA  RARE  COIN  INVEST¬ 
MENTS.  All  ARTICLES  REMAIN  THE  PROPERTY  OF 
THE  AUTHORS  AND  MAY  NOT  BE  REPRINTED 
WITHOUT  THEIR  CONSENT. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Kenai  Peninsula  Correspon.  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Scandinavian  Corr.-  J0rgen  S0mod 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Elsewhere  $20  per  year 

Collector's  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  1/2  page  -  $8 

1/4  page  -  $5 

1/5  PAGE.  BUSINESS  CARD  SIZE  -  $15  FOR  5 
MONTHS . 

Classified  ads:  50  0/line  (42  characters) 
Commercial  Advertisers,  write  for  rates. 
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ROSSWOG  '  S 


CORDOVA 


ROSSWOG’S 

P.  O.  Box  40 
CORDOVA,  ALASKA 


ALASKA 


Mr.  Emery  F.  Tobin 
THE  AL&SKA  SPORTSMAN 


Ketchikan 


Alaska 


ROSSWOG / S  -  DOUGLAS,  ALASKA 

The  following  are  from  the  Douglas  Island  News,  dates  as  indicated. 
Some  are  news  fillers,  others  appear  to  be  advertisements  in  the  form 

OF  NEWS  FILLERS. 

October  8,  1902: 

The  Royal  Restaurant  has  changed  hands,  Chas.  Rosswog  having  sold  out 
to  a  Japanese  firm,  who  will  continue  the  business  at  the  old  stand. 
Charlie  is  undecided  as  to  his  next  move,  but  it  is  generally  conceded 

THAT  HE  HAS  LAID  BY  A  FEW  NEEDLES  AND  PINS,  AND  IS  IN  CONDITION  TO  DO 
ABOUT  AS  HE  PLEASES. 

March  22,  1905: 

Charlie  Rosswog  has  rented  one  of  the  Ott  cottages  on  ...  street  and 

HAS  SENT  FOR  HIS  FAMILY. 

August  7,  1907: 

Smokers  will  be  delighted  with  the  Cigars  and  Tobaccos  at  Chas.  M. 
Rosswog's  place.  Pool  and  Billiards.  Hunter  Hotel  building.  Front  St., 
Douglas  . 

March  25,  1908: 

If  you  play  Pool-  the  best  tables  in  Alaska  are  at  Chas.  Rosswog's, 
Hunter  Block,  Front  street,  Douglas. 

June  10,  1908: 

Councilman  Rosswog  and  family  are  now  cozily  settled  in  their  new 
home  . 

June  24,  1908: 

The  New  Size  Louis  IX  Monarch,  the  largest  and  best  2  for  25 t  cigar  on 
THE  MARKET,  FOR  SALE  ALL  THE  TIME  AT  ROSSWOG'S.  /  U-ALL~N0  AFTER 
Dinner  Mints  at  Rosswog's.  /  Pipe  it  off--Good  pipes  at  Rosswog's. 
Just  the  kind  you  are  looking  for. 
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PAPER  POTPOURRI 


* 


GOOD  FOR 


KT 


fi  i 


'  fbrK. 

\  a 

s 

'  a: 

■  &, 
a 
;>. 

*  m 

U.l 


1 


:P%  ‘w, 


c: 


WORTH  OF  FUN  AT  THE 

American  Legion  "Days  of  '98"  Celebration 

Fairbanks,  Alaska  November  12,  1938 
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Fairbanks,  Alaska  November  12,  1938  &U  I'd 

'  !  159  I 

ifwfMCte;'-.  ■  T  rtf  vr  O'-  • 

’  "  ‘  ^  *  v  **  *  VT * W fit**.?*  1 A  •  ,  : 


FAIRBANKS:  American  Legion  "Days  of  '98"  Celebration  scrip.  Good  for 
$X  worth  of  Fun.  November  12,  1938.  The  $1  has  green  printing  on  pink 
paper.  The  $20  has  green  printing  on  yellow  paper.  Both  are  160mm  by 
67  mm.  Common  reverse  is  shown  below. 
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KLONDIKE  Pa s S  PORT 


Welcome  to  the  Klondike! 

Chevron  Dealers  throughout  Yukon  and 
northern  B.C.  proudly  join  White  Pass  in 
offering  the  KLONDIKE  Pass  PORT— 
your  passport  to  quality  Chevron  pro¬ 
ducts  and  service,  and  to  the  scenic  and 
historic  White  Pass  Yukon  Route 
Railway. 

Have  your  parriiipanng  Chevron  Dealer 
stamp  vour  Pass  PORT  each  time  you 
pm.  h . •  >e  more  than  25  litres  of  Chevron 
fuel,  (iet  a  bonus  stamp  for  paying  by 
cash  or  Chevron  credit  card! 

Collect  12  stamps  and  your  cou|>on  can 
be  redeemed  for  a  White  Pass  “Collector 
Series”  poster,  or  for  a  20%  discount  on  a 
regular  fare  ticket  to  ride  the  While  Pass 
3  hour  Summit  Excursion. 


valid  U  a  Mlar.lulrd  1 41 1  wi  vi 
silshle  while  »<j|ii|ir«  Imi 


1  yrar  >4  iwk  >«Jy 


ALL  ABOARD... 


Him uver  an  adventure  through  history  on  the 
While  Piim  61  Yukon  Route  Railway. 

From  Skngwuy,  Alaska  the  train  forges  steadily 
up  the  mountain  slo|v*  to  the  suimiut  of  the 
White  Pass,  retracing  the  route  taken  hv  the  gold 
rush  stampeders  of  ltW8. 

l*rom  the  vantage  point  of  your  comfort  uhlc 
vintage  parlour  car  you  will  view  the  wildly  rugged 
terrain,  with  cascading  gl.uier  fed  w.inrliill*.,  sluVr 
walls  of  rock  und  scenic  vistas  you  never  helore 
have  imagined. 

You'll  ptuw  Dead  Horse  ( ink  h,  named  lor  the 
3,000  pack  animals  that  jienshed  when  the 
anxious  stampeders  pushed  the  poor  i  resume* 
h'V*’nd  their  limn  And  you'll  gel  an  unparalleled 
view  ol  the  l.ynn  l 'anal,  Mi.  I  (aiding  and  the 
(.hilkdt  Range.  Have  vour  camera  iea.lv. 

I  Ills  untune  lluee  I  tout  e\.  iiih  >11  Is  gins  in 
Skagw  ay  as  l 'Id  Niitnlvt  7  I,  the  i.iilioad'  veteran 

mu  row  gouge  iron  horse,  «U||I|>S  ahead  with  a 
blast  o|  steam  pnauising  10  pi  ovule  you  with 
memories  to  Iasi  a  lilt  nine. 


Get  a  beautiful  poster 
free  and  ride  the 
historic  White  Pass 
for  up  to  20%  off! 

Collect  12  stamps  on  this  coupon  and  redeem  it 
at  any  participating  Chevron  dealer  for  a  beautiful 
poster  of  the  White  Pass  &  Yukon  Route  Railway. 
Or,  use  your  coupon  to  gel  up  to  20%  off  of  a 
regular  laic  lukel  to  ride  llie  scenic  and  historic 
White  Pa»s  &  Yukon  Route  Railway. 


Nntr  (  .input  1  valid  liif  a.  hi  doll  d  (all  *nvl 
bts*e»»  available  while  tupphei  Iasi 


08307 


Get  a  beautiful  poster 
free  and  ride  the 
historic  White  Pass 
for  up  to  20%  off! 

Colled  12  Stamps  on  tins  coupon  ami  redeem  It 
at  any  pat licipaling  Chevron  dealer  for  a  itcauiiful 
poster  of  the  While  Pass  &  Yukon  Route  Railway. 
Or.  use  your  t  tarpon  to  gel  op  to  20%  off  of  a 
regular  fare  ticket  to  ride  llie  scenic  and  historic 
While  Pass  (n  Yukon  Route  Railway. 

N.s. 

IW 


•«| .  valid  Its  a  III  d'lh  d  tall  »l 

allahl#  while  enpplle,  la. I 


08  30  7 


•  w  Ji» 

1-  -  to%  Jw. 

■f*  -  |S  ». 

.1 . 

p*  -  IfVj) 

Please  complete  to  validate  coupon 


License  Plate  No. _ 

Dealer's  Signature.. 


.  Siale/I’rov. . 


i  mss 

H-  -  W  ills 

r-  -  i'"  .!.• 

1*  it'  .r. 

T*r  ' 

W  Jil 

Please  complete  to  validate  coupon 

License  Plate  No. _ StalefProv. 

Dealer’s  Signature. _ _ _ 


The  Klondike  Pass  Port  was  sponsored  by  Chevron  and  the  White  Pass  & 
Yukon  Railroad.  It  is  really  a  premium  booklet  giving  discounts  on 
the  White  Pass  and  Yukon  or  a  free  poster  from  Chevron.  The  cover 
(top)  is  shown  actual  size,  and  is  printed  gold  on  red.  The  pages  are 
reduced  approximately  50%  (submitted  by  Jim  Robb). 
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WRANGELL  HO 


L 


Wrangell  Hotel 

Wrangell,  Alaska 

Headquarters  for  Tourists  ami  Big 
Game  Hunters 


Located  at  a  Pivotal  Point  in  the 
Heart  of  the  Greatest  Hunting 
and  Fishing  Region  in 
Alaska. 


Enlarged  This  Year  to  Meet  Increasing 
Patronage.  U.  8.  Cable  Office 
Located  in  Building. 

Hot  ami  Cold  Running  Water  in  All 
Rooms.  Rooms  Single  or  i-n 
Suite  with  Private  Bath. 


Rates  Reasonable 
Homelike  Atmosphere 

J.  G.  GRANT,  Proprietor. 


A  NICE  PHOTO  POSTCARD  IS  SHOWN  ABOVE ,  ALONG  WITH  AN  AD  FROM  THE  MAY, 
1924  ISSUE  OF  THE  OFFICIAL  PUBLICATION  OF  THE  PIONEERS  OF  ALASKA, 
PUBLISHED  IN  VALDEZ.  We  HAVE  HAD  THIS  AD  AROUND  FOR  SO  LONG,  WE  HAVE 
FORGOTTEN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  PUBLICATION! 
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DENALI  NATION 

AL  PARK  SHUTTLE  BUS  COUPON 
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White  (top)  and  yellow  (bottom)  issued 
and  blue  (Wonder  Lake)  issued  at  the 
Centers  in  Fairbanks  and  Anchorage 
Printing  similar  to  last  year's  coupons 


at  Denali  Park.  Green  (Eielson) 
Alaska  Public  Lands  Information 
(printing  identical  to  yellow). 

(SUBMITTED  BY  KURTIS  HAWK). 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 


FAIRBANKS:  King's  Kup,  good  for  1  drink, 


FAIRBANKS:  Nite  Beat  Club,  good  for  one 
dollar.  Black  on  wood. 


,  Wonderful  Food 
Marvelous  Cocktails 


Hiui  iuiuuw  v 

Gracious  Living,  Togetherness 

At  Tha 

SULLIVAN 
MOTOR  HOTEL 

Fairbanks, 

452-4^ 


FAIRBANKS:  Sullivan  Motor 
nickel.  Black  on  wood. 


Hotel ,  wooden 


VALDEZ:  Pioneers  of  Alaska,  1985,  uni- 
face.  Blue  on  wood. 


VALDEZ:  Totem  Inn,  good  for  one  drink. 
Black  on  wood. 


PERRY  FINDS  NORTH  POLE 


If  the  headline  above  looks  wrong,  you 
are  right!  It  should  be  Peary,  not  Perry. 

Issued  by  Longines  Symphonette  in  ster¬ 
ling  SILVER  TO  HONOR  ROBERT  E.  PEARY, 
SOMEONE  MADE  AN  ERROR.  BOTH  SIDES  OF  THE 
MEDAL  REFER  TO  HIM  AS  PERRY.  OTHERWISE,  A 
VERY  ATTRACTIVE  MEDAL  WITH  PEARY  PLANTING 
THE  U.S.  FLAG  AT  THE  NORTH  POLE. 

Did  Peary  really  reach  the  Pole?  No  one 

REALLY  KNOWS  FOR  CERTAIN,  BUT  MOST  ARE 
SURE  HE  WAS  VERY  CLOSE.  THERE  IS  EVEN 
EVIDENCE  TO  SUGGEST  THAT  HIS  LONGTIME  COM¬ 
PANION  AND  ASSISTANT,  MATTHEW  HENSON, 
WENT  FOR  A  WALK  THE  EVENING  BEFORE  THE 
"DISCOVERY",  AND  WAS  THERE  BEFORE  ANYONE 

else!  As  is  customary,  the  expedition 

LEADER  GETS  CREDIT  FOR  THE  DISCOVERY. 


RESEARCH  ASS I STANCE 


The  above  piece  is  in  an  auction  catalog 
listed  as  "Walrus  Skin  50  Kopeks  1816, 
EXCESSIVELY  RARE",  LOT  1430.  IT  IS  ORI¬ 
GINALLY  FROM  FROM  VIENNA,  AND  FOUND  ITS 
WAY  TO  THE  H.D.  GlBBS  COLLECTION,  BUT  IT 
DID  NOT  APPEAR  IN  ANY  OF  THE  GlBBS  SALES. 

The  illustration  is  not  good,  as  it  is 

FROM  A  PHOTOCOPY  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  AUCTION 
PAGE . 


Can  anyone  help  identify  the  sale  this 
piece  was  in?  It  will  be  post-1963.  This 

WAS  FOUND  IN  OUR  FILES,  AND  I  JUST  CANNOT 
REMEMBER  WHERE  IT  CAME  FROM!  THIS  PIECE 
IS  NOT  MENTIONED  IN  ANY  ACCOUNT  OF  RUS¬ 
SIAN  American  Company  scrip.  Was  it  un¬ 
known  OR  DISCREDITTED? 
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VOLUME  XIV 


INDEX  -  1992 


VOLUME  XIV 


Issues  contain  the 

FOLLOWING  PAGES: 

January:  1-7 

February: 

8-12 

March:  13-19  May:  20- 

■26 

June:  27-35 

July :  36 

-42 

August-September :  43-51 

October:  52-56 

November: 

57-64 

December:  65-71 

Abercrombie's 

30 

Daily  Alaska  Dispatct 

65 

Advertising  Mirror 

6 

Danske  Hotel 

47 

Alaska:  See  individual  locations 

Dawson,  Yukon 

10,40,42 

Alaska . . . 

Days  of  '98 

31,67 

Airlines 

10 

Delta  Junction,  AK 

41 

Bureau  of  Publicity 

24 

Denali  Park,  AK 

70 

Goldpanners  Baseball  Team 

41 

Derby  Room 

32 

Franklin  Mint  Medals 

22 

Douglas,  AK 

49,67 

Highway 

6,41,60 

Douglas  Island  News 

67 

Tin 

45,53 

Echo  of  '98  Dance  Hall 

36 

Allies  of  Russia  Medal  54 
American  Legion  67 
Amundsen,  Roald  22 
Anchorage,  AK  19,26,41 
Antarctic  6 
Arctic  Winter  Games  25 
Assad,  Saad  27 
Ben  ice,  Ronald  J.  60 
Big  Game  Shipping  Coupon  63 
Bill's  Club  60 
Bi-Lo  Food  Stores  of  Alaska  26 
Bogus  Oil  Bucks  63 
Bolling's  32 
Bonanza  Bucks  23 
British  Columbia  60 
Byrd,  Richard  22 
California  52 
Canada  20 
Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce  10,40 
Charlie's  Restaurant  50 
Chatanika,  AK  57 
Checks  10,40 
Chevron  69 
Cleary,  AK  57 
Coins  6,20 
Cold  Regions  Test  Center  41 
Cook  Islands  22 
Copper  Plate  Money  28 
Cordova,  AK  16,49,67 
Coupon  Book  60 
Credit  Union  7,41 


Economy  Cafe  19 
Elks  Club  41,60 
Elmendorf  AFB,  AK  19 
Ericson,  Leif  22 
Fairbanks 

6,8,19,30,32,41,49,55,64,67,71 
Fairbanks  Daily  News-Miner  49 
Fairbanks  Coin  Club  30 
FedAlaska  Federal  Credit  Union  41 
Finland  19 
First  National  Bank  of  Ketchikan  26 
Fort  Greely,  AK  41 
Fort  Ross,  CA  52 
Franklin  Mint  Medals  22 
French  Southern  &  Antarctic  Terr,  6 
Gander,  Nfld.  44 
Geographical  Society  of  Phil.  58 
Goose  Bay,  Nfld.  2 
Grainger,  John  H.  60 
Grant,  J.G.  70 
Greenland  1,32,47 
Hall,  Frank  B.  8 
Happy  Valley,  Nfld.  2 
Henry,  Edward  E.  13 
Hunter,  The  49 
Husky  Gas  23 
Iditarod,  AK  37 
Iditarod  Sled  Dog  Race  41,64 
Kap  York  1 
JULIANEHAB ,  GREENLAND  32 
Juneau  65 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


Kane,  Elisha  Kent 

58 

Ketchikan 

26,30,32 

Ketchikan,  First  National  Bank  of 

26 

King's  Kup 

71 

Klondike  Auction  Bucks 

7 

Klondike  Gold  Rush 

14 

Klondike  Pass  Port 

69 

Klondike  Tourist  Bureau 

42 

Koyukuk,  AK 

13 

Landahls  Emporium 

37 

Lathrop,  Austin  E.  "Cap" 

27 

Lauer,  L.  Chr.  (token  maker) 

3 

Lousianna  Purchase  Exposition 

43 

Louvre 

65 

Mackenzie  RV  Park 

50 

Masonic  Penny 

49 

McPhee,  William  H. 

8 

Meal  Checks 

47 

Meal  Ticket 

19 

Miles  Canyon  and  Lewes  River 

Tramway  Co. 

48 

Military 

19 

Miller,  John 

19 

Miners  and  Merchants  Bank 

37 

Mirror 

6 

Nansen,  Fridtjof 

22 

N.A.T.&  T.  Co. 

49 

N.C,  Co. 

36 

Neergaard,  H.  Th.  (token  maker) 

4 

Newfoundland,  general 

20 

Newfoundland:  See.  . 

Gander 

Goose  Bay 

Happy  Valley 

Nite  Beat  Club 

71 

Nome,  Alaska 

6,49 

North  American  Trans.  &  Trd.  Co. 

49 

Northern  Commercial  Co. 

36 

Northwest  Territories,  general 

20 

Northwest  Territories:  See.. 

Paper  Potpourri  7,23,30, 

50,55,67 

Peary,  Robert 

22,71 

Philadelphia,  Geographical  Society 

■  of  58 

Pioneers  of  Alaska 

71 

Political  scrip 

63 

Post  Cards 

60 

Odell,  Edith  Abercrombie 

30 

Opera  House 

65 

Qaqortoq  (Julianehab),  Greenland 

32 

Qwanlin  Mall 

23 

Reluctant  Fisherman 

49 

Roswog's 

67 

Roswog,  Charles 

67 

Rotary  (Club)  International 

2 

Ruby,  Alaska 

36 

Russian  American  Company 

52,71 

St.  Louis  Fair,  1904 

43 

Sale,  J.L. 

8,37,55 

Scrip,  ceremonial  7,8,31,42,55,67 

Scrip,  Russian  American  Co,  71 

Second  Ave.  Chevron  51 

Service,  Robert  40 

Seward,  AK  49,60 

Seward  Bill's  Club  49 

Sheldon  Jackson  Museum  14 

Siberian  Coins  66 

Siberian  Coin  Replica  54 

Silver  Medals  (1  oz.  .999  fine) 

6,14,16,41,49 

Sitka,  AK  14 

Skagway,  AK  .  42 

S0MOD,  J0RGEN  1 

Starlite  Lounge  19 

S0NDRE  STR0MFJORD,  GREENLAND  47 

Sourdough  City  RV  Park  50 

Sullivan  Motor  Inn  71 

Super  A  Foods  23 

Takhini  Hot  Springs  50 

Tanana  Valley  State  Fair  7 

Taylor  the  Fat  Barber  6 

Thule  1 

Tin  45,53 

Tool  Check  32 

Totem  Inn  71 

Toy  Quest  55 

Trade  Dollars  2,44 

Transportation  tokens  and  passes 

23,48,64,70 

Vernetti,  Dominic  13 

Washington,  The  8 

Watson  Lake,  Yukon  9 

Welch,  Thomas  Frederick  (Fritz)  57 

Westmark  Klondike  Inn  7,50,51 

Whitehorse  Winter  Carnival  31 

Whitehorse,  Yukon  7,19,23,31,49,50,51 
White  Pass  &  Yukon  Railroad  69 

Wien  (Airlines)  32 

Willis,  Edward  C.  57 

Windsor  Hotel  16 

Winn,  James  65 

Winn,  Col.  65 

Winter  Carnival  (Fairbanks)  55 

Women  28 

Wooden  tokens  32,71 

Wrangell,  AK  41,70 

Wrangell  Hotel  70 

Yukon  Gallery  51 

Yukon,  General  48,58,60,69 


Yukon:  See.. 

Dawson 

Miles  Canyon 
Watson  Lake 
Whitehorse 

7-Eleven  19 


